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12 states, 4 UTs favour
National Exit Test

As many as 12 states and

- four Union Territories
have favoured making it
mandatory for medical stu-
dents to clear the National
Exit Test (NEXT) to get the
‘doctor’ title, PT1 reports
from Jaipur.

Replying to an RTI query,
the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
said Jharkhand, Maharash-
tra, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gu-
jarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Odisha and Punjab have
favoured the conduet of the
exam. Union Territories of
Chandigarh, Delhi, An-
daman and Nicobar and
Puducherry have also sup-

ported it. Nine states — As-
sam, Goa, Karnataka, Ra-
jasthan, Telangana, West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir and
Uttarakhand — have said
there is no need of conduct-
ing such a test.

A high-powered commit-
tee had last year proposed
NEXT for MBBS students
passing out of government
as well as private colleges to
address concerns over the
standard of medical educa-
tion in the country. Follow-
ing the introduction of draft
of Indian Medical Council
(Amendment) Bill 2016, the
Union health ministry had
asked the states if they
favoured NEXT.
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NAAC stops application process to usher in changes

NEW DELHL: The National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) bas suspend-
ed processing of applications
for grading of the higher edu-
cational institutions and will
conduct the exercise under a
revised framework.

The grading process is ex-
pected to resume from July.

The council will start giving
final shape to the new method-
ology and criteria for grading
afteranational consultative on
April 25. Over 200 education-
ists and experts are expected
to attend the meeting to be
\dniredh:rHunmRmn‘ce

Development ~ Minister
Prakash Javadekar.

The draft of the revised ac-
creditation framework propos-
es for the assessment of the
qualityand standards of higher
three distinct categories—uni-
versities, autonomous colleges
and constituent colleges.

The criteria proposed for
grading seeks to assess the in-
stifutions on various parame-
ters including physical infra-
structure and facilities
available to students; curricu-
lum planning, implementation

and their periodic revision;

teaching-learning methods,
their outcomes and evaluation
of students performance.

Human values

the campus and on their re-
spective websites; and for the
number of activities conducted
for promotion of national inte-
gration and Sommunal harmo-

A special emphasis has been ny.

given on the assessment of the
institution’s efforts towards
promotion of human values
and professional ethics
their students, faculties and
other staff.
According to the draft, inst-
tutions will get scores for mak-
ing code of conduct handbooks
available to each of their stu-
dents, teachers and support
staff; display of core values in

Gender equity would be an-
other focus area for assessment
of the institutions with the

among NAAC proposing for giving

scores to them on the percent-
age of women appointed in
teaching positions, percentage
of women appointed in non-
teaching positions and the
number of gender sensitisation
plogrmes o ey e
institutions in five years.
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Whether an institution
shows gender sensitivity or not
will be assessed from the status
of facilities made available to
the women students, teachers
and other staff like social secu-
rities, counselling and common
rogm

The draft of the revised ac-
creditation framework lays
greater emphasison determin-
ing institutions output in re-
search and innovations, indus-
try linkage and faculty
development programmes.

Learning outcome of the st
dents and their employability
after completion of their pro-

gramme would be equally im-
portant areas for assessing
quality and standards of an in-
stitution.

Under the revised frame-
work, the NAAC will no longer
depend onits teams to be mak-
ing onsite assessment of the in-
stitutions. The peer team’s as-
sessment would be given just
20% weightage instead of the
100 ingrading of an institution
while the remaining 80%
weightage will be given to the
assessment made through
analysis of data to be collected
online.
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