Tamaka, Kolar

SRI DEVARAJ URS ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION & RESEARCH
SRI DEVARAJ URS MEDICAL COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY & LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

PROF. B M HEGDE
Cordikogist anet former vie chancellor of Manipal University
Emak hegdetrrilymai com

A cardiologist flaunts a stent firm's wares
at a medical conclave. A doctor is punished
for exposing the pharma-doc nexus
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his is the latest whiz kid among
cardiac stents. Nowhere else in
the world you will have a stent
like this. | have done 56 so far.
No complications at all, afford-
able too.” This Is how a card)-
ologist started his live stream-
ing video at the National
Interventional Council (NIC)
conference in a five-star hotel
in Delhi where the conference
organisers recelved several
crores of rupees for the
extravaganza.

Paper advertisements and
TV commercials are old hat
now: The medical advertise-
ments there look like kinder-
garten stuff. Now, live stream-
ing by a flamboyant cardiologist
in a so-called medical confer-
ence where normally the sci-
ence of medicine has to be de-
bated is the inthing. Even the
Chinese device-maker whose
stent is not passed by the
“great” FDA is one of the spon-
sors and must have also pald
crores. How much will this

get?

Where is medical ethics?
Where is our great Medical
Council of India (MCI), the
watchdog which is supposed to
keep a watchful eye on medical
ethics? What ethics does the
MCI itself follow in regulating
medical education? What have

we come to and what about the
safety of our rich patients who
80 to the hospitals?

Today, a case can be made out
for angioplasty in any one of
any age who goes to the hospl-
tal as coronary artery blocks
(not coronary artery disease)
can be demonstrated in anyone,
including children. In this sce-
nario, who is safe?

Pharmaceutical companies
‘plotted to destroy cancer drugs
to drive up prices’, the Inde-
pendent reported. After pur-
chasing five different cancer

2017. Busulfan is an old hat in
treating leukaemia. It used to
sell for 5.20 pounds a couple of
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January 20, 2017, mvunm
ista, a former convener of AP,
was unceremoniously eased
out of IAP for blowing the whis-
tle on the big-money nexus in
the body.
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tisements and the hapless vic-
tims do not have a voice in the
true sense of the word. Another
good soul fighting for the voice-
less infants is Dr Jacob Puliyal
in Delhi. He is a good friend and
a fellow traveller in the fight
against useless vaccines.

We are already in the dark
ages of money which James
Kennedy, a journalist, calls
monetary fascism. “Milton
Friedman and the Chicago
School of Economics claimed to
have refined and developed
modern, scientific tools of ‘free
market capitalism’, capable of
unlocking ever greater rewards
from Adam Smith's simple,
primitive concept of free mar-
kets ... In truth, it was nothing
more than a cloak of deception
—providing cover for the un-
scrupulous behaviour of invest-
ment bankers, corporate raid-
ers, speculators, off-shore

ing of capital investments and
technology from generations
past, the liguidation of employ-
ees and off-shoring of produc-
tion, the pilfering of pension
accounts and the termination
or spin-out of R&D depart-
ments and option packages to
executives and directors that
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focused on short term stock
price targets,” says Kennedy
and gives the example of AT
&T: Bell Labs, once part*of
AT&T. The father of all modern
telecommunication and elec-
tronics technology today
“morphed into Lucent Technol-
ogy”. Lucent quickly “looted
the legacy portfolio of Bell Lab-
oratories” to enrich themselves
and shareholders, leaving a
worthless shell that was even-
tually merged with Alcatel.

So far so good but these do
not deal with human life and
health. But when monetary fas-
cism comes to medical busi-
ness, life becomes difficult for
humans and the human race is
threatened with slow annihila-
tion for the sake of making
money for the few. Today we
have seen only a few of the glar-
ing dangers of monetary fas-
cism in medicine but this is
only the tip of the iceberg.

The big belly under the water

is for another day. I am remind-
ed of what Benjamin Rush, a
founding father of the US,
warned about not letting any
one system of healthcare domi-
nate and monopolise medical
care. They did not pay heed to
his warning and we are suffer-
ing the consequences today.
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