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THE Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has strongly con-
demned the move of the Cen-
tral government for non-in-
clusion of Kannada in
National Eligibility-cum-en-
trance test (NEET).

Party state co-convener
Shivkumar Chengalaraya,
in a release, said the Centre
which has amended the rules
for NEET has allowed stu-
dents to write exams in Eng-
lish and seven other lan-
guages including Hindi,
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati,
Marathi, Tamil, and Telugu.
The non-inclusion of Kan-
nada is deliberate and an in-
sult to the people of
Karnataka.

Blaming state government
for the issue, he said its be-
cause of the irresponsibility
of Medical Education Minis-
ter Sharanaprakash Patil,
the Centre has not included
Kannada in NEET. “All other
states had sent their propos-
als to the Centre to allow

\their state language in con-

ducting NEET. But, Karna-
taka had shockingly failed to
send letter and the letter is
still lying in the office of
Medical Education depart-
Juent,” he said.

The party also demanded
that Sharanaprakash Patil
must resign holding moral
responsibility for ruining
the lives and aspirations of
thousands of students.

“Nearly 53 per cent of
state students write their
class X exams in Kannada
and thus the state students
will be at a disadvantage if
Kannada is excluded. The as-
pirations of medical educa-
tion of thousands of Kan-
nada students will be lost
because of their lack of mas-
tery over other languages,”
he added.

AAP demanded that Kar-
nataka unanimously boy-
cotts NEET exams this year
and Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah should ensure that
the NEET examinations,
without Kannada, are not al-
lowed to be held, as it causes
injustice to state students, he
added.
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