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DECCAN HERALD

Varsities told to take
part in US global meet

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
given a call to all the universi-
ties and colleges to participate
in an international conference
on higher education in the US
to project India as a preferred
destination for education and
research.

Acting on a directive from
the Ministry of Human Re-
source Development (HRD),
the University Grants Commis-
sion and All India Council for
Technical Education have
asked the higher educational
institutes under them to con-
sider participating in the six-
day National Association of
Foreign Student Advisers
(NAFSA) conference in Los
Angeles from May 28.

The ministry swung into ac-
tion after the Federation of In-

dian Chambers of Commerce

and Industry (FICCI) ap-
proached it, suggesting the
conference would be an effec-
tive platform for building
“brand India” by showcasing
some of the finest Indian uni-
versities and colleges under ‘In-
dia Pavilion’ during the six-day
evernt.

“In line with the prime min-
ister’s vision to make India a
global leader, it is imperative
that the country is projected as
a preferred destination for ed-
ucation and research. Though
the English speaking talent
pool and low cost of workforce
have attracted many multina-
tional companies to set up their
offices in India, it has not been
the case in (the field of) educa-
tion,” FICCI president Pankaj
R Patel had written to HRD
Minister Prakash Javadekar
earlier this year.
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The NAFSA is an association
of international educators and
considered as the world’s
largest non-profit organisation
dedicated to international ed-
ucation and exchange. Its an-
nual conference on higher ed-
ucafion is also considered as
one of the biggest.

Founded in 1948 to promote
professional development of
the US colleges and universi-
ties, the NAFSA has members
from at least 3,500 institutions
from over 150 countries.

The HRD ministry has been
making several efforts to in-
crease the number of foreign
students in the higher educa-
tional institutions to improve
its international presence.

Many of the Indian Institutes

of Technology (IITs) recently
sent their delegations to the US
and other countries to offer fac-
ulty positions to Indian origin
students and researchers. They
also offered teaching posts to
foreign faculties.

Foreign factor

Inadequate number of foreign
students and faculty in Indian
institutions was one of the main
reasons why even the premier
institutes were not able to grab
top slots in the international
ranking, it emerged during sev-
eral discussions.

The Indian Institute of Sci-
ence (IISc), Bangalore, recently
secured eighth rank in the best
small universities of the world
list released by international
rating agency Times Higher
Education.
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AINDIAN EXPRESS

n December 22 last year,

Odisha Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik shot off a

letter to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi seeking

inclusion of Odia as a me-
dium for the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET-UG)
for admission into MBBS pro-
grammes. He felt it had been con-
spicuously left out of the list of
regional languages and would
put students who have studied in
Odia medium “at a great
disadvantage.”

Four days later, Union Minis-
ter for Petroleum and Natural
Gas Dharmendra Pradhan wrote
to Union Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister J P Nadda demand-
ing the same but he trained a gun
at Naveen for overlooking the in-
terests of the State’s students by
not raising the issue during the
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consultative process where such
matters are decided. The Centre
included Odia as a medium for
NEET in February.

Now that NEET 2017 is over, it
is time to assess how the demand
for Odia’s inclusion worked out.
Going by CBSE sources, just 450
candidates appeared for the
NEET in Odia language out of
29,000-0dd students who took the
test in the State on May 7. If one
takes into consideration the sev-
en other regional languages
which were also the medium of
examination apart from English
and Hindi, Bengali saw a turnout
of 34,000 followed by 15,000 in
Tamil and 4,700 in Gujarati. Just
1,700 candidates took the test in
Telugu whereas in Assamese,
Marathi and Kannada, the num-
bers were 3,800, 900 and 700
respectively.

Odiano NEET way to MBBS as just 450 students take test in the language |

English remained the most-pre-
ferred with 9,15 lakh students out
of the total 10.97 lakh appearing
for the test in the language, fol-
lowed by 1.21 lakh in Hindi. This
though, in no way, indicates the
students’ dislike for their mother
tongue. It simply means that they
are comfortable with English as
the medium for Science subjects
in Class X and Class XII levels.

This also explains why so few
students took the*test in Odia de-
spite the ruling BJD and its chal-
lenger BJP pitching for the test
in the local language. Neither of
the parties bothered to find out
why such a demand does not
make sense in the first place.

Of the 90,643 students who took
the annual Plus T'wo exam in the
Science stream this year, barely a
few hundred appeared for it in
Odia. There were instances where
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sheets in Odia. The pruhlem is
clear: Science subjects are neither
taught in Odia nor are teachers
proficient in it because they have
used English all their lives.

The bigger problem, though,
lies elsewhere. There is no Sci-
ence textbook available in Odia.
The Odisha State Bureau of Text-
book Preparation and Production
prints textbooks to the tune of 7
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crore annually and not a single
bmk:smbhﬂwdmﬂdlaﬁrl’lns

Two examinations in the State,
hands out indents for course
books printing to the Bureau. But
there has never been any indent
for publication of Science books
in Odia because there is hardly
any demand.

Since no Odia textbook is avail-
able for Plus Two Science, which
is the qualifying examination for
NEET, students generally take it
in English. Similarly, most stu-
dents who aspire to be a doctor
take to professional coaching
classes where the medium of in-
struction is invariably English.

Under such a scenario, how can
one expect students to use Odia
as an option for the NEET? It was

wrong to expect them to benefit
from it since the papers in Odia
were a mere translated version of
English questions. Experts say
that nuances of the questions of
anall India-level entrance are lost
in the translation which confuses
the students even more. The
CBSE can neither be blamed nor

tion papers were completely dif-
ferent from those in English. In
West Bengal, the TMC govern-
ment has already announced to
take up a similar matter with
CBSE. Here, not a word has been
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BJD and BJP should be careful
about what they are fighting for?
And at whose cost? If the govern-
ment is so concerned about stu-
dents losing competitive advan-
tage, it should start prepariny
course books in Odia first and
iramteashersmthﬂ anguage.
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heard. Somuch for protectingthe pract

interest of Odia students.
Playing up the Odia sentiment

is fine but political parties like
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