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MCI okays 350 more MBRS

seats in government coll

BENGALURU: Students who
aspire to pursue MBBS in
government medical

from the academic year
2017-18 will have a better
chance of getting a seat as
there will be 350 additional
seats from this year on.

The Medical Council of India
(MCI) has approved the Kar-
nataka government’s proposal
to increase the intake by 50
seats each n its seven colleges.
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The intake will increase
from 100 to 150 in Shimoga
Institute of Medical Sciences.
Hassan Institute of Medical
Sciences, Bidar Institute of
Medical Sciences, Belagavi In-
stitute of Medical Sciences,
Raichur Institute of Medical
Sciences and Mandya Institute
of Medical Sciences. In the
Karnataka Institute of Medical
Sciences, Hubballi, the intake
will increase from 150 to 200
seats for the MBBS course.

The state’s department of
Medical Education had sent
proposalsto increase the intake
to the Rajiv Gandhi University
of Health Sciences (RGUHS).
After they were approved by
theRGUHS,the proposalshad
to accepted by the MCL

The MCI conducted assess-
ments of these colleges, to see
if they met the requirements
for increasing the intake. Num-
berof residents, bed occupancy;
teaching beds and other facili-

ﬁesuﬁ*eassessed.iﬁerseeiug
the reports, the executive com-
mittee of the council, which in-
cludes the president of MCI,
vice-president, and principals
of medical colleges in the coun-
try, recommended the Centre
to issue permissions to these
colleges in April

Inthe case of the medical col-
lege in Bidar, the MCI found
that the college did not meet re-
quired standards. The college
{ﬁdﬁﬂ{hzﬂfﬂ'lfrequiredmm}

eges

ber of paramedical and non-
teaching stuff, had subscribed
to 85 medical journals instead
of the recommended 100, and
was deficient in equipment. In
the meeting on April I1, the ex-
not toaccept the recommenda-
tion. However, the proposal was
later accepted after the govern-
ment took an ing that
they would comply with stan-
dards within the given time.
DH News Service
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‘Not factoring reservation for HK students led to re-allotment

A worried tot: Several students flocked to the Kamataka Examinations Authority office
in Bengaluri on Tuesday seeking clarification. ssuowarams s
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. BENGALURU

. Early on Tuesday, 404 post-
. graduate medical and dental
. candidates learnt that the
- seats they had been assigned
by the Karnataka Examina-
. tions Authority (KEA) during
- the second round of coun-
. selling have been cancelled.

Late Monday night, the

. KEA allotted revised seats,
- and in the process 35 candid-
- ates lost their seats. Some
- students  got

different

+  courses than what they had

: obtained earlier, while oth-

* - ers were allotted the same
+ © course in different colleges.

One of the candidates

| who was allotted an M.S.

- seat in OBG in Rajarajesh-

© - wari Medical College has

- now been allotted a seat in

. - diploma in child health in
. Bangalore Medical College

l_

. and Research Institute. “It is
. ahuge disappointed for me.
They shuuk! haue h-een more

' State government is conduct-

- ing common counselling for

1\

Common counselling for
medical, dental PG seats

B Candidates whao are
Unaffected: 1,555

B Candidates who lost their
seats: 35

B Candidates who were not
allotted seats earlier but
were allotted later: 33

B Candidates whose courses
have changed but not
colleges: 45

® (Candidates who have
change in culleges 359

admissions to medical and
dental PG courses in govern-
ment and private colleges,
including for' NRI quota
seats,

Many candidates com-
plained that they had
already paid the fees to the
colleges concerned and had

even reported to the col-  did alre
'fv%’iﬂﬁﬂ]:e aﬂiusted upan
allotment of a seat in this

leges. Apart from the stu-

dents who lost their seats,

the others who have been
badly affected are those who

Pg.No.04

were initially allotted govern-
ment or government quota
seats and now have to pay
more as they have been allot-
ted seats in private colleges.

Officials attributed the
reason for this mess to the
failure to factor in the reser-
vation for Hyderabad
Karnataka candidates, and
termed in an oversight.

“During the allotment on
May 20,  Hyderabad
Karnataka reservation was
not considered for allotment
due to a technical error.
Hence, the second round al-
lotment for medical/dental
postgraduate seats was re-
done and republished on
May 22,” said a notification
from the authority.

In the revised allotment
made on May 22, no change
was made in the allotment of
seats to 1,555 candidates.

Fees to be adjusted
TI‘IE KEﬁ.said _l_.d if can-

round, any excess fees paid -

would be refunded. //
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MedGenome decodes genetic inf
to better diagnose diseases

Shilpa.Phadnisétimesgroup.com

am Santosh has dabbled
in two different worlds of
codes - software and ge-
notie — and has had a second
successful innings as antrepre-
neur, something few achleve.
1n 1992, he founded Califor-
nia Software (Calsoft), an I'T
sorvices company, grew its of-
fice in Silicon Valley, made
acquisitions, and took the firm
public and listed it on the BSE

in 2002,
MADE IN

ﬂ KARNATAKA

A decade later, he was
closely tracking developments
related to the Human Genome
Project (HGP), a 13-year long
research effort to sequence the
human genome to understand
genetie predispositions to a
disease. He noticed how the
cost of decoding a human ge-
nome was dropping sharply.
“It's more dramatic than
Moore's law. The $1,000 ge-
nome looks near,” he says.

The $1.000 genome refersto
an era of predictive and per-
sonalised medicine during
which the cost of fully se-
quencing an individual's ge-
nome is roughly $1,000. In 2007,

'"WE WANT TO FIND NEW DRUG

CANDIDATES F(

MedGenome #«

s over
genetic tests across
all key disease

Recelved

Capital In
2015

Has developed a genetic
test for inherited diseases

in the Indian population

when the first sequencing
service was launched for con-
sumers, the price was $350,000.
Today, some say they have
breached the $1,000 mark,

Santosh saw an opportu-
nity in this, and started
MedGenome in 2013, a genom-
fes-driven researclyand diag-
nosties firm based out of
Narayana Health City in Ben-
galurn. Its lab offers over 400
pgenetic tests across all key
disease areas and has a net-
worlk of more than 400 hospi-
tals for diagnostics and 10 plus
research collaborators across
the country.

MedGenome zooms into
clinical and phenotypic data,
looks at the biochemical char-
acteristics of an organism,
and provides insights to clini-
cinns for better diagnosis. It

led by Emerge Ventures In 2013,
and $20 million from Sequoia

ABNORMALITIES"

S$4 million from investors

Rovenue
doubled to

1§l‘b.£irnnhnn

in 2016-17

also conducts non-invasive
prenatal tests to predict the
risk of chromosomal disor-
ders in a foetus, "The trigger
was also from research insti-
tutes that wanted us to study
the Indian population, which
is unigue. Indian genomic
data will provide insights into
complex diseases at the ge-
netic level,"” says Santosh.
MedGenomae recelved $4
million in Series A funding
from investors led by Emerge
Ventures in 2013, and two
years later, got $20 million in
funding from Sequoia Capital.
Last year, MedGenome
bought the Illumina Hiseq X
Ten platform for genome se-
quencing, It's also part of the
non-profit consortium Genom-
eAsin 100K that plans to se-
quence 100,000 individuals
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that includes populations from
12 South Asian countries and
at least soven North and East
Asian countries,

Santosh's team has exam-
ined the challenges of carry-
ing inherited diseases in India
and the data showed alarming
statistics. Over a million ba-
bies are born each year with
genetic disorders and 20-30%
of infant mortality was found
to be due to these disorders,
MedGenome came upwith the
Claria Carrier Screening, a
genetic test for inherited dis-
eases In the Indian population.
The test provides carrier sta-
tus to couples and their risks
of passing down recessive dis-
eases (condition where a per-
son has two copies of an ab-
normal gene) to their children.
“These days, you get many
requests for examining paedi-
atric neurology,” Santosh says,

MedGenome employs 340
people, a majority of them
based in its lab in Bengaluru,
It has offices in the US and o
lab in Singapore. Its revenue
doubled to $16.6 million in
2016-17 and Santosh says the
company has broken even.
“Wo want to move up the value
chain and understand which
some new drug candidates for
abnormalities are,” he says.

SRS
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Seats allotted in PG med counselling cancelled

Inconveniences hundreds of students who were

E_Ij B B!n;_n_l_ur_u

HUNDREDS of candidates who
were allotted seats in the second
round of counselling conducted
by Karnataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) for post
graduate medical/dep.
tal courses were
shocked after they
came to know that the
seats were cancelled.
On May 20, KEA had
conducted second round
common counselling and sub-
sequently allotted seats to the
candidates, Now, the same has
been cancelled and KEA upload-
ed a message on its official web-
site on Tuesday, stating:"The
Medical/Dental post graduate
seats allotted during second
round common counselling and

announced on 20th May 2017
stand cancelled and are with-
drawn. This was done to fulfil a
constitutional obligation where-
in during the allotment on 20th
May 2017, Hyderabad - Kar-
nataka reservation was
not considered for allot-
ment due to a technical
error. Hence, the second
round allotment for
Medical/Dental post
graduate seats has been
redone and republished on

22 May 2017. The inconven
lence caused is regretted

Anxious students later gath.
ered near the KEA office to en-
quire about the reasons.

“How can the authorities be so
Irresponsible while allotting
seats? The seat allotted to me ear-
lier was better in comparison,

This is really annoying,” said a
PG medical seat aspirant.
Candidates were also asked to
come and collect fresh orders and
fees paid earlier. This caused
e from

coming from outside city
“Thad taken admission by pay-
ing the fee at KEA. Now, I had to
come all the way from

A PG medical saat aspirant

for Post Graduate medical and
dental courses. “How can the au-
thorities delay the process by
withdrawing the allotted seats at
the eleventh hour,” questioned

A constitutional matter,
can't halp: KEA

KEA officials said, the confusion
was a result of technical error
“We had to rectify the mistake
as Hyderabad-Karnataka reser-
vation is a constitutiona) matter
Fresh allotments were made,
without causing trouble to candi-
dates,” sald KS Manjunath, Ex-
ecutive Director of KEA. He add-
ed this was for the first time KEA

was conducting centralised coun.
selling for PG medical and dental
seats and hence the confusion,
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reallotted seats: KEA says mistake due to non-inclusion of H-K quota

Mop-up round on May 28, 29

There would be a mop up round of offline seat

allotment to PG Medical and Dental courses an

unzsmm.m@mmmmm

hmuﬂuﬂdwmtﬂmwﬁﬂmmm

participate in this round. The seats remained

mﬂladﬂhrﬂHMuftMmmm

ufunalhmmwhtwmmuhlnﬂmduﬂh

tremﬂhdmummmdedmum

candidates who have previously registered and

| verfed ther documents are nly ligbie tc

! participate and they will have to re-tegister

' mmmmnwum

[ mmmummhemm.

' Such candidates will have to bring all the
necessary original documents and requisite fees
hﬂufwmﬂmmm&hhmﬁmm

. Director, KEA, payable at Bengalury. The

| Candidates, who have deposited thelr documents
but not been allotted any seat in the second

| found, can either leave thelr documents in KEA or

| collect them. #
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