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NEET aspirants dread
another year of chaos
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Mumbai: Medical aspi-
rants across the country are
gearing for wvet another
chaoticadmission season as
the Madras High Court re-
strained the CBSE firom con-
tinuing with evaluation and
declaration of NEET results
till June 7.

A petition, seeking the
national-level test be held
again, Is pending inthe court
andstudentsaredreading its
outcome. The petitioners
hive claimed the guestions
in regional languages were
different from those in En-
glish and therefore defeat
the purpose of a uniformen-
trance test. While students
agree with the petitioner, not
many are In favour of a re-
test. Parents fear that push-
ing students too far moy
force them o change thelr
career option.

Sudha Shenoy, parent of
an aspirant said, *Students
are not in a state of mind to
appear for a re-test. They do
not want to be in a situation
like last year where the ad-
mission chaos continued till
thelastday coupled with var-
ious court cases. Many are
on the verge of changing
feld or going abroad if
NEET is held again. All this
is because of the incompe-
tency of CBSE which set dif-
ferent question papers in re-

Pg.No.09
SC refuses to hear plea to scrap NEET

T he Supreme Court refused on Thursday to grant an urgent
hearing on a plea seeking guashing of the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to MBBS and
BDS courses which was conducted onMay 7.

Filed by NGO Sankalp Charitable Trust, the petition alleged
that the question paper of NEET was leaked on the examination
date and pleaded the court to direct CBSE to conduct fresh test.
It alleged that qguestion paper was leaked at one of the centres in
Patna and it was circulated to many medical aspiring students
to different parts of the country.

Advocate Sachin Patel, appearing for the NGO, pleaded to
grant an early hearing but the court turned down the plea saying
the Madras HC was already examining the issue and asked the
petitioner to wait for the outcome of the HC proceedings. The
HC had on Wednesday restrained CBSE from declaring the
results of NEET after a group of students alleged that question

papers prepared in regional languages were different from

those in Hindi and English. s

glonal languages.”™

Even if thoere is no re-test,
results will be delaved as
evaluation has been stalled
by the court, sald parents.
This in turn will further de-
lay admission dates. The Di-
rectorate of Medical Educa.
tion and Research yvas plan.
ning to start the process on
June 9, a day after results
were initially expected to be
out. lsdirector, Pravin Shin-
gare, said the court case may
delay the admission procoess
now. “We intended to start
the academic session by Au-
gust 1. which may not hap
pen,” hesald.

Students who took a gap
of a year to prepare for the
medical entrance test after

failing to get a seat of thelr
choice last year, are upset at
facing another vear of uncer-
tainty Rujul Shah, a student
from Aurangabad. said, *1
dropped a year to get aseat of
my choiee. 1 had to appear for
two NEETs last vear and
have already taken one test
this year [ am not keen on a
re-test. Why should students
pay & pricefor amistake com-
mitted by the authorities?”
Madhuri Shah. a parent
from Mazgaon, sald her
daughter was traumatized
after the court stay. “Though
wo have tried to convinoe her
that if there is a re-test, stu-
dents from the entire coun-
iry will have to take it, she
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‘K’taka govt’s new health

scheme co

Beneficiaries Will
Have To Undergo
Treatment At Govt
Hospitals First

Sunitha. Rao A Limesoroun.com

Boengaluru: The Universnl Hoealth
Scheme that the Karnataka govern-
ment is likely to roll out in threo
matiths will come with a rider: 1a-
tionits who wish to avail of the
acheme's benellis will have o be
treated first at o government hospi-
tnl. Regardless of income, all oiti-
o cnn use the benefits of the e
schw=ands, wihilch integrates nearly two
dozen difforent healthcoare pollolies,
Under the new scheme, n patient
will first have (o viglt a govermment
hospital, where he or she will re-
carlve frasnianeni fres ol oost - there's
no omp on state-sponsorocd moc il
treatment. The patient enn visit a
privite hospital anly i the gosvvsrn-
maent institution is Dot eguippesd to
provide him or her with the o
quired weaiment. Morsover, the
patient nesds o have a reference
letter issuaed by the govertumoent hos
plinl in order 1o avall of fees treat-
memt ot the private institution,
The provisoattached to the pro-
poEnd scheimd I8 meait o nct as 6
gntekeoping machanism to provenit
thé puahlie from visiting only prel-
vnie hospitals, Likely to be tablod
Befiosroe the cabinet in 15 davs, one
afl’ the scheme's obhjectives is 1o en-
sure thot more poeople atilise ses-
vices at government hospltals,
given the amount of money that
tho =tate invests in thoem, Boenefl-
cimries of the new scheme will be
i=msued n single card syvnohornised
with their Aadhbhar number, They
e use the card for eashless trans-
motions at private hospitals,
Arogya Bhagyvas, Vajpayes Aro-
Eyaeri, Yorhoaswind, .!yul:h'i Snnjl-
vinl, Indira Surakshs Yojoma.
Mukhyamantrl Sanithwans Har-
ish Scheme,. and Janani Shishu
Surakiha Karvakram are some
of the existing government-spon-
aored healthenre schemies. As per
these schomes, n patient can go
to nny of the private ampanelbed
hospitals in the state and Eet
treatmeant if he or she is covered
under any of those stale-spon-
soredinsuranes policiosds pornd-
ing on the cash cap on each or
ithem. The idea of the new Lini
versal Health Scheme 1s (o bring
tagethoer all the existing hoealih
schemes under n single bannen
O of ther primoary abms ol the

es wuth rider

Fisivim Foi resreew il jandg

he provisions of the proposed

scheme will also apply to elected
representatives and politicians, To end
the practics of erroneous medical hills,
wihich getl cleared without any questions
asked, the health department is intont
oan ensuring that even MLUAsS, MLCs and
MiPs adhere 1o the rule, which stipulates
that patients first visit a government
hespital Tor treatment.

“Elected representatives will be
entitied to free treatment atl private
hospitals, only if they ame refermed by
povernment hospltals. Thie referral
lottors will be thoroughly scrutinisod.
The medical officer at a hospital wi:l'l
have to ascertain il the governm

FaITH: Among the objectives of the proposed scheme is to bring
more patients to government institutions such as Victoria Hospital (abowe)

| POLITICIANS, LEADERS NOT EXEMPT FROM RULE

irstitution cannot provide the reguined
troatment that the patient needs. Once
the patient avalls of treatment at a
private hospital, the governrmaent will
reimburse the amount directly to the
institution, The era of fake bills has (o
end,” sald sources in the health
department.

Paointing out that there was no cap
on medical reimbursement for elected
representatives, a source said, “The
government reimbursed Rs 3 crore for
treatment to a MLA, who sutforod a
prolonged lliness, There are many
Inopholes in claiming reimbursement,
and the department is coming up witha
new proposal to plug them.™ e

QUESTIONS

= With most government
hospitals being servicod
by a skeletal staff, will
they be able to handle
the additional load?

= How will officlals
ensure the referral
remains fool-proof?

= In cases of emergency,
will patients have to walt
for a referral letter from
the government hospital?
= Will the new stﬂwmﬁﬂ
win the confidenoe of -
private hospitals?

;rim,ll?mmwi existi mms;mh
nciple governing g

‘as Yashaswmini {insurance policy for
farmers with a cap of 22 lakh per annum)?

oo scheime =S o enstire efTos.
tive delivery of healthcare services
s ;ll ol ieens,

“The government spont more
than Hs LO00 crore on relimbursoe-
ment of mexdical expoenditice bn.
currsl throuegh Insurance schmmes.
These Fuincs con actually b used to
strengthen government healthecare
insatitutions. Woe will sooin hoayves 2000
frec dialysis units across the stato,
ol efToris sare Daeebngs rondes o sed up

1CUs i all talul hosplials. When
we're asking public to come o gow.
ernment hosplinls, it°s nportannt to
onsure that they rocoive gunlity
treatment there,” said officinls in
the hoealth departmeni.

MTicinls added that the scheme
weialel net b naarnesl afer any loader
ar politicinn, *“The schome largely
alms o inerease conflldence among
the public regarding government
el Py ssonr=y oes " U s il
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'SC refuses urgent hearmg

on NEET petition

‘Madras HC granted interim stay on publication of results’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined an ur-
gent hearing on a petition
for a fresh holding of the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) ex-
amination this year.

A Vacation Bench of
Justices L. Nageswara Rao
and Navin Sinha refused an
immediate hearing for a re-
peat of NEET as exam pa-
pers were leaked in States
like Bihar, Rajasthan and
West Bengal.

The Bench said that
there was no urgency to
hear the plea as the Madras

High Court had already

granted an interim stay on
the publication of the
results.

‘Papers not uniform’
The *Madras High Court
had granted interim stay
on the publication of the
NEET results based on al-
legations that the question
papers were not uniform.
The petitioners had con-
tended that there was dif-

ference between the Eng-
lish and Tamil papers.

Response sought
The High Court had also
directed the Medical Coun-

~cil of India, the Director of

Central Board of Second-
ary Education and the
Union Health Ministry to
respond on the allegations
by June 7.

Over 11 lakh MBBS and
BDS aspirants had ap-
peared for NEET at more
than 1,900 centres across
the country.
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