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A Now, a genomics research
centre to treat cancer patients

TinmEes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: When 4-year-old Ravi (name
changed), now 7, was diagnosed with acute
myeloid leukemia — a type of cancer of
blood and bone marrow with excessive im-
mature white blood cells — he did not re-
spond to initial protocol treatment. Soon,
doctors from a city-based cancer hospital
conducted genomics screening to find a
rare genetic mutation in him because of
which he did not respond to the drugs ini-
tially: The testand mapping of his genesre-
vealed he had a strong family history for
the same ailment.

“This screening enabled us to stop the
protocol treatment and go for individual-
specific treatment for the child. Genomics
showed us that bone marrow transplant
was the only cure for him and we did so by
taking bone marrow from his mother
Three years post transplant, the rare. ge-

neticmutation hasdisappeared and Raviis
doing fine. This wouldn’t have not been
possible had he not undergone a genomic
screening,” said Dr Intezar Mehdi, con-
sultant at pediatric oncology, hematology
and BMT at Healthcare Global Enterprises
Limited (HCG) Cancer Hospital.

Not just Ravi, at least 48% of cancer
patients do not respond to protocol treat-
ment due to their genetic makeup and
have to undergo a change in treatment
from evidence-specific to precision-spe-
cific, say experts.

On Friday, HCG launched Triesta Ge-
nomics and Translational Research. Said
Dr B S Ajaikumar, chairman and CEO,
HGC: “This centre offers comprehensive
diagnosis by leveraging latest and innova-
tive technologies like Next-Generation Se-
quencing. These will help make therapeut-
ic decisions more effective and help im-
prove health outcomes for patients.”
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