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Graded autonomy to varsities likely :

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
initiated a move to grant grad-
ed autonomy to universities
and overhaul the functioning
of the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC), which regu-
lates higher education in India.

It has formulated a draft of
new regulations to place “all
universities” under three cate-
gories based on their accredi-
tation scores and all India rank-
ing.

Under the proposed scheme
of graded autonomy, a univer-
sity would be placed in “Cate-
gory linstitution” if it has been
accredited by the National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) with a score
of 3.5 or above, or if it has fig-
ured in the all India ranking list
of top 50 institutions in the uni-
versities category for two con-
secutive years.

A university would be in
“Category Il institution” if it has

been accredited by the NAAC
with a score between 3.01 and
3.49, or if it has achieved a po-
sition between 51 and 100 in
the National Institutional
Ranking Framework ranking
list in the category of universi-
ties for two years continuous-
ly.

“A university would be in
Category-III if it does not come
either under the Category I or
Category I1,” the draft regula-
tions stipulate.

The draft regulations also
stipulate for greater autonomy
to Category I universities as
they would be able start a new
course, programme, depart-
ment, school or centre “in
self financing mode” in the dis-
ciplines that form a part of its
existing academic framework
without approval of the
UGC.

Category-IIT universities will
face the maximum regulations

and monitoring until they im-
prove their performance and
scale up on the ladder.

The Centre has also pro-
posed amendments to the ex-
isting regulations for minimum
standards and procedure for
awarding MPhil and PhD de-
grees, grant of deemed-to-be-
university status and their
monitoring as well as promo-
tion and maintenance of the
standards of academic collab-
oration between Indian and

foreign educational institu- |

tions.

Category III universities |

would be allowed to enrol only
those candidates to their PhD
programmes who have cleared
the national eligibility test/state
level eligibility test.

The Category I and Category
II universities will continue to
hold their entrance test for ad-
mission to PhD programmes.
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