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DECCAN HERALD

New 't'echnology to
detect skin cancer early

WASHINCTON: Researchers

People with metanoma often
have mole-looking growths on
their skin that tend to be irreg
ular in shape and colour and
can be hard to tell apart from
benign ones, malong the dis
case difficult to diagnose

“There s a real need for
sundardisation across the field

of dermatology in how

melanomas are evaluated,”
said James Krueger, Professor
at Rockefeller Unaversity in the
uUs

“Detection through screen
ing saves lives but is very chal
lenging visually, and cven when
a suspicious lesion is extracted
and blopsied, it is confirmed to
be melanoma in oaly about 10
per cont of cases” sad Krueger:

In the new approach, images
of lesions are processed by a
series of computer pro
grammes that cxtract informa
tion about the number of
coloirs present in a growth and
other quantitative data.

The analysis generates an
overall risk score, called 2 Q
score, which indicates the like-
Ehood that the growth = can-
Cerous.

A recent study evaluating
the wol's usefulness indicates
that the Q-score yields 98 per
cent sensitivity, meaning 1t is
very lkely w correctly identify
carly melanomas on the skin.

The abslity of the test 1o cor
rectly diagnose normal moles
was 36 per cent, approaching
the levels achieved by expert
dermatologists performing v
sual examinations of suspect
moles under the microscope.

“The success of the Qscore
in predicting melanoma s a
marked improvement over
competing technologies.” said
Daniel Garean, instructor in
clinical investigation in the
Krueger laboratory

The rescarchery developed
this 100l by feeding 60 photos
of cancerous melanomas and
an eganvalent batch of pactures
of benign growths into image
PIOCORSING PrOZranImes

They developed imaging bio-
markers 1o precisely quantify
visual features of the growths
M
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