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An education regulator
to replace UGC, AICTE

NEW DELHI, PTE: The Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC)
and All India Council of Tech-
nical Education (AICTE) are
soon going to be a thing of the
past with the government plan-
ning to replace them with a sin-
gle higher education regulator.
The proposed Higher Edu-
cation Empowerment Regula-
tion Agency (HEERA) is aimed
at eliminating overlaps in juris-
diction and removing irrele-
vant regulatory provisions.
The HRD Ministry is work-
ing with Niti Aayog on the plan
of bringing technical as well as
non-technical institutions un-

der one umbrella.

According to sources, a de-
tailed blueprint of the proposed
regulator and its legislation is
being worked upon.

“Both Niti Aayog and HRD
Ministry officials are working
on the plan. It was felt that mul-
tiple regulatory bodies led to
excessive and restrictive regu-
lation and hence, contributed
to lack of institutional autono-
my,” a source said.

The plan to have a single
higher education regulator is
not new; it has been recom-
mended by various committees
set up by the government.
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HC lets 3 OCI students
seek admission under
covernimernt quota

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BEMNCGALILITRLY L

The High Court of Karnataka
on Tuesday permitted three
students belonging to the
Overseas Citizens of India
(OCI) category to register
with the Karnataka Examin-
ations Authority (KEA) to
seek admission to under-
graduate medical and dental
courses in the State.

Justice S. Sujatha passed
the interim order on the pe-
titions filed by Tejaswini
Shekar, Ajay Anand and
Vibha Nagendra Hegde.

The petitioners had ap-
peared for NEET 2017 and
have been aspiring for ad-
mission under government
quota seats through the on-
line counselling by KEA.

However, it was conten-
ded in the petition that the
provisions of the Karnataka
Selection of Candidates for

Admission to Government
Seats in Professional Educa-
tional Institutions Rules,
2006, states that candidates
will have to be citizens of In-
dia to seek admission to pro-
fessional courses under gov-
ernment quota.

The parents of the peti-
tioner-students are Indian
citizens who migrated to the
LI.S. and returned to India
after certain years, and of
the students, who were born
in the ULS., two of studied in
Karnataka and one was seek-
ing admission under Hor-
anadu Kannadiga category.
The petitioners are seeking a
direction to the State to con-
sider them as students of
Karnataka for merit-based
admission under govern-
ment quota. The court also
ordered issue of notices to
the State and Union govern-
ments and KEA.
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CBSE says

NEET resuits after 15 days

Admission
Proqesses
In Limbo

Saravanan.Ll@timesgroup.com

Madurai: The Central Board
of Secondary Education on
Tuesday told the Madural
bench of the Madras high co-
urt that it would need at least
15 days to declare the results
« of NEET-2017, leaving thou-
sands of students across the
country in limbo and admis-
sion schedules for professio-
nal courses this academic ve-
arall askew

Even if the court immedi-
ately lifts an interim stay on
“all further proceedings”
with regard to NEET, CBSE
will have to take time to come
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CBSE will have to take time to come out with the key answers, restart

evaluation of answer scripts and declare results

out with the key answers, res-
tart evaluation of answer
scripts and declare results,
the board said.

A division bench of Mad-
ras high court had on May 24
stayed all further procee
dingstill June 7, CBSE took 13
davsto filea counter affidavit
to PILs. “The delay in decla-
ring results due to the inte

rim order is already beyond
permissible limit,” the board
said. “CBSE will require 15
days to declare the result if it
is permitted to do so... CBSE
has to complete the remai-
ning steps for preparation of
results — hosting of OMR
|optical mark recognition)on
the websiteand hostingofthe
answer key — which will re-

quire15days.”

Engineering colleges
across the country have to
complete counselling by July
30 and the deadline for medi-
cal colleges/universities is
September 30. With the delay,
many aspiring MBBS stu-
dents have sought admission
to engineering courses.

*We generally begin engi-
neering counselling after the
first round of MBBS admis-
sions, to prevent engineering
seats going waste,” said a Ta-
mil Nadu Engineering Ad-
mission committee official.

Many states will require
at least six weeks to complete
engineering admissions. For
that, the counselling for
single window admission of
students into engineering
courses should begin at least
by the last week of this
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