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MCII circular on generic medicine impractical

Dr Gopal Dabade

he Medical Council of India (MCI),

a statutory body that registers and

regulates the medical doctorsin or-
der to protect and promote the health and
safety of the public, issued a circular dated
April 21 that all doctors should prescribe
medicines in generic only as far as possible
and if a doctor violates the same, then suit-
able disciplinary action would be under-
taken by the MCIL.

It is to be noted that MCI itself is em-
broiled in huge corruption and controver-
sial charges. Hence, this circular really did
not attract much attention. Subsequently,
the news did create a flutter when the
prime minister issued a statement just few
days prior to the MCI circular at a public
event in Surat that the government may
bring in legal framework so that doctors

drug manufacturers and chemists ganged-
up stating that the circular was impractical
because “we cannot assure quality of a
drug if prescribed in generics™.

The medical profession is also of the

strong view that the judgement to choose
a drug vests exclusively with the doctor
and this is their right. This means that for
‘quality drugs’ there should be brand
names but alas, this has no scientific basis
at all. On the contrary, there are studies
that have proved beyond doubt that brand
names have nothing to do with the quality
of the medicines.

A recent study titled “National Drug
Survey 2014-2016" by the National Insti-

tute of Biologicals, under Ministry of

Health and Family Welfare, Government
of India, has proved it. The report is based
on the results of a survey in which 47,954
samples of drugs were tested across the
country revealing that only 13 samples
(that is 0.024%) were spurious and as
many as 1,850 samples (that is 3.16%) were
not of qualiry.
Interestingly, this reportis on their web-
site and makes it clear that even interna-
tionally renowned drug manufacturers
can produce drugs that are not of quality.
For example, the report highlights that
Plizer's 56.52% were Not of Standard
s gt
m company 1s
world’s biggest company with its head-

quarters in New York with revenue of $53
billion. Similarly, Cipla, an Indian generic
company revealed that 3.51% of their
drugs were of NSQ.

This company has revenue of $1.6 billion
and is one among the top in India. The re-
port also presents that 10% of drugs are
substandard in government pharmacies,
whereas 3% in retail outlets. Thus, the
biggest global and the big one in India are
all involved in manufacturing medicines
which are questionable in nature.

The only real solution for getting rid of
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MCI circular on generic medicine impractical

such medicines from the market is that
they should be periodically tested by re-
puted drug labomtories. Such of those
manufacturers found to be manufacturing
spurious or drugs not of quality
heavily penalised. All this is part of good
governance and no doctor can ever say
an?ﬂlmsahnmadmﬁsquaiw

This highlights that the practising physi-
cian is not able to identify if a drug is of
good quality or not. It needs a good and
reputed ‘drug testing laboratory’ that can
pinpoint if a drug is of quality or not. Most
doctors would shun this and insist that “in
my last several years of experience, I find
&mmﬂyﬂﬂsmﬂhrhrarﬂlmm
action”, Unfortunately, such a statement
has no scientific validity.

But what the medical and other bodies
failed to notice was that none of the drug
companies in India manufacture drugsin
generic name. So even if a doctor takes
initiative and prescribes medicines in
generic name, the chemist will have no
choice but to say ‘no’. So, the circular by
the MCI for all its purpose is impractical.

The core issue s that medicines have to
be made available at affordable cost to the
consumer. This undoubtedly needs that

shouldbe i

medicines should be made available in
generics. But that is just one important
uq:mﬂslmddmdudeammgrtsfulda

stitute at least around 65% of the market
as per government’s own assessment and
ing of the public sector.

cines that constitute at least around 65%
of the market as per government’s own
assessment should be removed from the
market while strengthening the public sec-

tor, And above all, there needs to be in
place an effective drug price regulation
mechanism that is cost-based rather than

on the average.

Affordable healthcare

Itis unquestionably the priority of the gov-
ernment to make healthcare affordable.
Maore so because the National Health Pol-
icy 2017 mentions that 63 million people
in India are pushed into poverty due to
out-of-pocket expenditure and shockingly
the cost of the medicines is a major con-
tributing factor.

The current circular by the MCI puts
the entire onus on the prescribing doctors
instead of looking at the issue holistically.
It is this piecemeal approach by the gov-
ernment that often does more harm to is-
sues that are beyond doubt useful tools
for public health.

Let us not forget that in India, the 1975
Hathi Committee had recommended that
all brand names in the market should be
removed in a phased manner and only
generic drugs should be manufactured.
The World Health Organisation (WHO)
advocates the use of generic medicines as
a part of strategy for access to universal
healthcare.

India exports generic medicines to
around 200 countries including the USA
and European countries. Medical students
are taught about medicines in generic
name only all over the world.

People definitely need healthcare at af-
fordable cost and generic medicines are
undoubtedly an important component,
however much it may be opposed by the
Is the government listening?

(The writer is president, Drug Action Fo-
rum— Karnataka)
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Supreme Court sets aside order
on PG medical seats in AMU, BHU

Says that Allahabad High Court overstepped its jurisdiction

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Noting that the Allahabad High
Court “overstepped” its jurisdic-
tion, the Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday set aside the High Court's
decision to remove the 50% insti-
tutional quota for admission to
postgraduate medical courses in
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU)
and Banaras Hindu University
(BHU).

A Bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and Deepak Gupta fur-
ther extended the time for filling
the seats till june 12.

“The High Court did not take
into consideration the fact that
the State [Uttar Pradesh] had no
power to control admission to
these universities. Therefore, we

are clearly of the view that the
High Court overstepped its juris-
diction and the order of the High
Court is erroneous and is liable
to be set aside,” the court de-
cided in a 21-page judgment.

The court said the issue of the
50% reservation of seats was not
before the High Court when it
passed order on May 29. The
Bench also found that AMU,
BHU, Medical Council of India
(MCI) and the Union of India
were also not parties before the
High Court.

The court held that in Central
universities 100% admissions to
MBBS course are based on all-In-
dia examination. There is no
State quota for seats in Central
universities like the AMU and the

BHU or other Central institutions
like the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (AIIMS).

“These seats have to be filled
up on the basis of merit and insti-
tutional preference could be
given to the extent permissible,
i.., 50% , as has been held by a
catena of decisions including the
Constitution Bench judgment of
this court in the case of Saurabh
Chaudri,” the court observed.

Incentive marks

The court also set aside the dir-
ection of the High Court denying
incentive marks to MBBS doctors
who had served in remote and
difficult areas even though they
had cleared their MBBS examina-
tion from outside Uttar Pradesh.

_|.
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"NEET result delay: Medical aspirants considering other
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THE delay in announcement of
National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET) 2017 results
has forced medical and dental
seat aspirants to opt for other
courses including Engineering
and BSs.

As per the original schedule

nounced on Wednesday, But,
there is no official communica-
tion from CBSE authorities about
resilt date so far. However, CBSE
sources say the results will be de-
layed by 15 days,

While the Madras High Court
has issued a stay against an-
nouncing the resulfs, petitions
have also been filed at the Gujarat
and Madurai court about the

the Karnataka Examinations Au-
thority (KEA) and Consortium of
Medical Engineering and Dental
Collegesof Karnataka(COMEDE)
have scheduled their counselling
dates, students have no other op-
tion but to opt for engineering
seats,

The students say they do not
have a problem with joining an
engineering course, but the issue

“There were many such inci-
dents during NEET 2016. Even
last year, the counselling for engi-
neering courses started much be
fore medical and dental courses
and students opted engineering
seats. But, after getting medical
or dental seats, they surrendered
engineering seats. But, colleges

announced by the Central Board
for Secondary Education (CBSE),
the agency to conduct NEET the
results were supposed to be an-

As the results have not been an
application for BSc. | don't wani
rank in NEET, | will have to wast

Yashi CN, Astudent aspring forame

same issue,

The impact of this delay in re-
sults will be on students aspiring
for medical and dental seats, As

is about engineering colleges re-
fusing the refnd the s paid by
them when they opt for a medical
or dental course.
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“There were many such inci-
dents during NEET 2016, Even
last year, the counselling for engi-
neering courses started much be-
fore medical and dental courses
and students opted engineering
seats, But, after getting medical
or dental seats, they surrendered
engineering seats, But, colleges

did not refund the fees in most
cases,” said a senior COMEDK
official

As per the announced sched-
ule, COMEDK and KEA will be-
gin option entry of engineering
courses from June 09 and and

June 14 respectively _
Though both the authorities

As the results have not been announced yet, | have taken an
application for B¢, | don't want to take arisk because f get alesser
rankin NEET, | will have to waste one year

YasniC L Astudent asiing for medicl st

wanted to postpone counselling
for engineering seats.

“We cannot do it. As per a Su-
preme Court direction, admis-
sion for engineering courses
must be completed by July 31 and
in case of Medical and Dental it
18 Angust 31, If we delay counsel
ling, we cannot meet the dead-
ling,” explained a COMEDK
official.

Yashu C N, a medical seat as-
pirant said, “As the results have
1ot been announced yet, [ have
taken an application for BSc, I

don't want to take a risk because
if [ get a lesser rank in NEET, I
will have to waste one year”

Another student said, “To be
on the safer side, [ have decided
toopt for an engineering and vet
erinary science through CET By
the time they declare NEET re-
sults, [ think the counselling for
other courses would be over.”

Students say engineering col
Ieges should consider refund the
fee of those students who opt for
medical seats after NEET results
are announced.

/

Pg.No.05

iﬁ

Page - 5



Sohae

V

i

s Pg.No.12
SN SEJED DD

SO, 23CTBTIOTI FCoTI

SeScSmBd: QDeltde)  Beewesd | &@dma0sSsy,
erodeeamhad DEITL SHdpordh gl SwoHejchas
Srom JEerdad) SNBSS DL DIDHTY D Tmarie
v E Byre JoPNVd Sricdh demcdd TS

o281 ey TesSiIJen esHhabiIdcmod
= o233 DBeod [ odmasEES ), Dele3er®

.......................... SeEbodhd Sddlkden deeldxbadod

;}gﬁmﬁﬂm ettt colan b ez &sa&meﬁ%
(o0228) SRS JoTIR,© LDFHH TdTseod
BPRBLS. ‘BFee ToFPod oep WHDEFET  e3eDTesd
Aoy, st eoghooe L2330’ So3epsc
Soees  FrieshsSod B9DneanEy oo DD
Zhoey, DA ee) Th BVLATTIT.

FTafe® Dhe), TYOoLIeT, Boedted BROIT®
neHchas erncd o edeady® 3,50 Soees BfES
edeadesd Frieshzmod TeelhdeTaNes. &Slecciexs
esHHFE [Jedd, [T JSSHoDhSY, odoesdrt
SasedmaZSoBodre T[eelTerants. —-&e30

g g s e b L

Page - 6



VB0 DIET

N2A0CED [T,
~C€3 3@30@)

bt zcaa BRCEID VCEID wdwé T O3S
| DO WOTHES TWIFIoNR T|RATO Do

Seriviec: mﬁ:s FEeeots
ToeSessoriviey SO LD
wererrieneLcoem eord Hrrivh
maoere . Mens Hd Qﬁg
dempodorines  ¢ebaiudaos
ooy, Smwerd mSort, WvorD

docimmcis sdrcocis dmemr
Hrerarrineudsss oong, 3
esed prriort rmoioocre et

vopodortevden bgdroaes.
sciegy 2012099 daoread
cidecds drexm iy ::qr.-,rwr
rtevscs ot Hrrd
e Dglecis Bcismice Eﬂm
Homhes HeJodsedd) Dgdro=iemncy.
Heoro drocwTocSss dmem ¢
sEhaanae oo el ese Heria
wotdy o=mr radoern e
mererrineshdoddrin oot
oearicd o, Reoden
BeiierralEs

mEne D thﬂébﬁq&cuﬂa:

wadEc M
sToxihcdTs =iy,
Eoeritomaris  Sobd :;}n:l::::i?}
ootd My, wald, dvordal ey
Hog) wdcddds s e
oo monlan ﬁ-nrn erockm, eriy
Hecdocsd  wndes rmaserw
Wlescd mamgpood  esdme
ieqqﬂdﬂ (=R o
wrimoxess
201208 n acihxios =S
=Heord mﬁﬁ? ﬂnﬁﬁﬂﬁg
werer rtaenc et prrisl

R Sle darTal
Broew Bod
Tpa=sed

g G A qg:m";;“;v

wo Doy, Heasd
ﬂ:n of mpeT e

= cics
u:h# Tedycads sfmmony
oaine =End mHrce =
Focaots n
osibr=ision deod,
warod bape oo
Aeirnrbncs. Suid: 13

radosere Hed ld.n:l.;oﬁ;dﬂ&
dapcihrineLz) Mossoomn

o o r}zgﬂﬂﬂlhgl

e (== d wat prrivis
i, danan :‘i --ﬁ- i e

el wociesd sfdmci e

wekodrugs Deaes.

mStes gy oo Hoor o
mfert 201248 svolort acheio
St doortancs Lo mrnert
=Hre, Hex dogorievaen
=Hasaeganes. 5

=y W “mﬂ toosdcd
rofacers el =
Mﬁdn-hu:lninﬂ:yu‘? '#4
=eorded eSepesnd. = ﬂda
amele  oOEeddcld)  vosinsd

Pg.No.01

Boiaita =oieas oo
=Hoohs, sdooets

Szl Sofed A domhes
=y o Acrnrodennc
oy Samarivls Avars.

= CF e & escimery ciyrd
=1 =] T3] escirmery,
odmerseSri t.otie =HooOsies
o> edoery, mernadods
Samed - snoimexes daDals
drod, duar wagse Agaen
Homghes eyt Heacs. noiy deodd,

oy oo Denrd 60840 oI
oo oo
o> AT,

drod Deor o 380 doekd oo,
=y oowg meerd 250 dmees
dme. e =8

magcde sooxn  emdrie
Rodso¥, ey WEorLY aiESes
=Ssoawer” =37 B0 ST S0 O

sriymic Sden REEo
~“‘%§§[andu e, oo

g Y Sedodhos Aessrt
= oS ooaxes eoed
Sodede Hood dedxen oo
Hhel. o= ="Jooca Srnoda=ta
=1t oo ot Sattt]
dmen nﬂn_l,.;,rmﬂ:;wm' E=2
eorf o o odseain
wa '.'--:l:s w'?g,n‘drn
rtee=l>= volors aciod
Snofen semineoacl) moie
soEedRei DRfeots Sooodsl
adrriss mog] ¥ mes,

Page - 7



