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' SC lifts stay,, NEET
results by June 26

Dhananjav.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday cleared
the air of uncertainty over
admissions to MBBS and
BDS courses in medical col-
leges by lifting the stay on
declaration of results to
the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET)
imposed by the Madras
high court.

Nearly 12 lakh students
appeared for NEET for the
academic vear 2017-18.

As soon as the Supremae
Court gave CBSE the go-
ahead to complete prepara-
tions for declaration of NE-
ET results, sources in the
board told TOI that it will
reqguirelsdavstoreleasere-
sults of NEET-UG for 2017-
18. They said results could
be declared by June 26.

The results were sche-

-

OMR, answer keys
on June 13-16

he CBSE has issued the

dates for display of images
of OMR, answer keys and
challenge by candidates. The

. images of OMR sheets and

responses of questions will be
displayed on June 13 and the
period for challenge will be till
5pmonJune 14. Dates for
answer keys and challenge are
Junelsandl16till5s pm.-

duled to be announced on
June 8, but the Madras HC
stayed the pProcess oOn
May 24 when it found gues-
tion papers for NEET in
English and Hindi were
identical but those who to-
ok the test in vernacular
languages answered diffe-
rent guestion papers.

B Continued on page 11
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ASG’s arguments
clinched NEET case

- Continued from page 1

every yvear by the Cen-
tral Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE) to fill
nearly 30,000 MBEBS and BDS
seats in government and pri-
vate medical colleges. The
test has been subject to major
litigation and many private
colleges do not want to lose
the right to admit a section of
students through large “do-
nations’ rather than a strict-
1y followed merit list.
Additional solicitor gen-
eral Maninder Singh, appear-
ing for CBSE, explained to a
vacation bench of Justices P
C Pant and Deepak Gupta
that though the question pa-
pers were different with the
purpose of avoiding leakage
in eight vernacular languag-
es, the difficulty levels were
the same. The exam was be-
ing conducted in vernacular
languages for the first time
on SC’'s orders. Since difficul-
ity levels matched, there was
no diserimination or advan-
tage to any student based om
language of exam.
What clinched the case for

r—rhe NEET is conducted

CBSE issues key
dates for resulits

oon after the go-ahead

fromthe SC on Monday for
publication of NEET results,
the CBSE issued the dates for
display of images of OMR,
answer keys and challenge by
candidates. The images of
OMR sheets and responses of
questions will be displayed on
June 13,2017 and the period for
challenge will be June 13 and
14,2017 till 5 pm. The period
has been reduced to two days
instead of three as mentioned
inthe information bulletin.
Similarly the display of answer
keys and challenge dates are
Junel5sand 16 till 5 pm. TN

CBSE was Singh's argument
that the time schedule for ad-
missions to courses in medi-
cal colleges was fixed by the
SC in‘Ashish Ranjan case' and
had been strictly adhered to.
The bench accepted the ASG's
arguments, and ordered a stay
on Madras HC's May 24 deci-
sion, which meant there was
noimpedimenton CBSEtode-
clare the results.
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SC’s*NEFET order ends

Rt

students’ CET dilemma

Times NeEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Supreme Court's
order asking the CBSE to announce

NEET results has come as a relief for'

hundreds of MBRBS aspirants in Kar-
nataka. The uncertainty over NEET
results had forced them to toy with
theideaof exercisingtheiroptions in
thée Common Entrance Test (CETY
seat-selection process that isslated to
commence onJunel4,

While NEET is the only gateway
to medical education in the country,
CET paves the way for admission to
engineering and other professional
colleges in Karnataka.

“"NEET results were being repeat-
edly delayed and what worried me
the most was what if theyvannounce a
retest. We would have been forced to
study again and all our efforts of two
yvears would have gone in vain,” said
Rakshita Ramesh, a CET 2017 tuppﬂr
who has also appeared for NEET,

Sald Ananya BC,
another CET tnppe:‘:
“1 had appeared for
both CET and NEET
As the date for lock- N
ing option with CET
was approaching
(June 14), I was wor-
ried whether | |
should go ahead
with CET or walit for
NEET results. There
was a lot of confu-
sion and rumours
about retest were
making the rounds,
ei E us sleepless
nights.”
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Results of NEET 2017 were sched-
uled to be declared on June 8, Howev-
er, after the exams were conducted,
the Madras High Court staved the re-
sults on finding that NEET question
papers for nearly 10.5 lakh students
who took the examination in English
and Hindi were the same, while they
were different for those who took the
test ineight other regional languages.

However, the apex court on Mon-
day ordered that the resulis be de-
clared by June 26,

*We were eagerly wuittng for
NEET results. I had decided to give it
priority, despite scoring well in CET.
The Supreme Court has taken a fair
decision and it is in the interest of ev-
ery student who has appeared for
NEET,” said Sankeerth Sadanand,
another CET to
Candidates tnf:ﬁn register
The Karnataka Examinations Au-
thority (KEA) has asked students who

‘have applied for NEET but have not

appeared for CET to
register online and
enter all the details
by selecting the ap-
propriate link on the
KEA webhsite
(kea. karnic.in).
“Once the entry is
completed, down-
load the challan and
pay the registration
fees. Do not upload
or attach certificate
or documents while
filling registration
details or after com-
pletion of the same,"™
KEA has said.
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HC stavs notice to
docs on Flouting

rural service pact

BENGALURU: The High
Court of Karnataka on Mon-
day granted a stay on the
notice issued by the Health
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment to doctors for violat-
ing bond conditions by not
serving in rural government
hospitals.

"The department had
slapped a notice on 200 such
doctors and asked them to pay
a penalty for not adhering to
the undertaking they had given
during admission to the
course,

Dr Divya and 199 others had
moved the court challenging
the notice issued by the health
department asking each of
them to pay Rs 3.5 lakh to-
wards penalty for violating the
bond conditions that they
signed while availing a govern-
ment medical seat.

The petitioners submitted
that after a lapse of several
yvears, the health department
issued notice on May 20, 2017.

The petitioners also chal-
lenged the notice issued by the
Karnataka Medical Council on
May 29 asking the petitioners
why action for “professional
misconduct” should not be tak-
en against them.

The petitioners contended
that they were under the im-
pression that the government
does not require their services
or that there are not sufficient
posts to accommuodate all of
them in hospitals.

The petitioners argued that
when the high court has grant-

ed a stay on the implementa-
tion of the Karnataka Compul-
sory Service Training by Can-
didates Completed Medical
Course Act, 2012, the govern-
ment is serious about collect-
ing penalties for violation of
the bond.

Justice G Narendar, granti-
ng stay on the notices issued
to the petitioners, issued notice
to the state government and to
the Karnataka Medical Coun-
cil and adjourned the next
hearing to June 19,

PIL dismissed

The High Court of Karnataka
dismissed a PIL challenging
the mandatory requirement of
Aadhaar card as a requisite for
applying for the Karnataka
Public Service Commission’s
(KPSC) 401 posts of gazette
probationers for the year 2015.

A division bench comprising
Chief Justice S K Mukherjee
and Justice P S Dinesh Kumar
dismissed the PIL filed by Dr
Aslam Gurukkal U.

The petitioner contended
that when the Supreme Court
has ruled that Aadhaar was not
mandatory, KPSC was insist-
ing on a copy of the Aadhaar
card along with the application
form.

The bench asked the peti-
tioner if he was an aggrieved
person and after knowing that
he was not one of the aspirants,
the bench dismissed the
PIL for want of merit in the
CASC.

DH News Service
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