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Bengaluru: The seat matrix
inKarnataka's private medi-
cal colleges is skewed, due to
which local students are lo-
sing1,000 MBBS seats, young
doctors, medicos, NEET can-
didates and their parents al-
leged on Tuesday.

Members of the Karnata-
ka Medical Students and Yo-
uth Doctors’ Association
(KMSYDA), NEET candida-

NEET WORRIES

CRYING FOUL: NEET candidates and parents said distribution of seatsin
private medical colleges gives advantage to outstation students

tes and their parents alleged
that distribution of seats in
private medical colleges in
the state gives an advantage
to outstation students over
domiciled students.

This is becauseanotifica-
tion issued by the Karnataka
Examinations  Authority

(KEA) allows students from
different states to register
with it, they claimed.

With NEET becoming
mandatory this vear for ad-
missions to both private and
government medical colle-
ges, KEA is now overseeing
all admissions to MBBS.

“Why is govt prioritizing
outstation students?’

“The 1,000 seats could have
gone to meritorious, local
students who could have ser-
ved thestate in future, Why is
our government alone prio-
ritizing students from other
states when Tamil Nadu,
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‘Local students | 1ng 1,000 MBBS seats

Andhra Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra are not doing it,”

ked Dr Bharath Kumar, pre
sidentof KMSYDA.

Kumar added that no
other states were following
any such procedure.

He said unlike KEA, re-
spective authorities in Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh had restric-
ted admissions to students
from their statesonly.

Alleging that low fees, a
cosmopolitan culture and
the title of ‘education hub’
were attracting outstation
students, parents of aspiring
candidates said the govern-
ment needed to prioritize na-
tivestudents.

“The fees in Karnataka's
private medical colleges is
around Rs 6,00,000, while in-
stitutions in other states
charge approximately Rs

12,00,000. When the govern-
ment is constantly citing a
shortage of doctors, especi-
ally in rural areas, it should
make it easier for local sty-
dents tostudy here,” said Ka-
runakar Reddy, parent of an
aspiring NEET candidate.

Dr Bharath said the time
requirementforthedomicile
status was shorter is Karna-
taka. “It is seven years. In
Maharashtra, it is 10 years
and in West Bengal, 15. Stu-
dents who come here for
MBBS, which has a five-and-
a-half-year study period, end
up staying and getting an ad-
vantage in postgraduation
also. The government should
look into this,” he said.

The group has planned a
rally from Mysore Bank Cir-
cle to Maurya Circle on
Thursday to raise awareness
about the matter,
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