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SC refuses to nullify NEET exam

Says will affect over six lakh candidates who have passed test

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day declined to “nullify” the
National Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET) 2017
exam, saying it would affect
over six lakh candidates who
have passed the test to join
medical and dental courses.
A three-judge Bench
headed by Justice Dipak
Misra said it would be “very
difficult” to disturb the res-
ults of NEET as around 6.11
lakh candidates, out of a
total of 11.35 lakh aspirants,
have cleared it and the coun-
selling process was On.
The court refused to ac-
cept the submission of a
: counsel appearing for some
-\stucients that the level of dif-

=

ficulty of questions set in re-
gional and English were dif-
ferent, and the exams need
to be conducted afresh.
Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Maninder Singh, ap-
pearing for the Central

"

Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE), opposed the
contention.

“The level of difficulty of
questions were the same in
all the languages. We will put
it in an affidavit. Around 1.4
lakh candidates have given
the exam in vernacular lan-

guages,” Mr. Singh
submitted.
CBSE affidavit

The Bench asked the CBSE
to file the affidavit in three
days. The Bench has listed
the matter for hearing on
July 31.

The court had on June 12
stayed the Madras High
Court order which had re-
strained the CBSE from pub-
lishing the results.
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HC quashes T'N’s
85% med quota

A Subramani &
Pushpa Narayan | tan

Chennai: Slammingthe Ta-
mil Nadu government for
having reserved 85% of
available MBBS/BDS seats
under government gquota
for state board students, the
Madras high court guashed
aJune 22 government order
calling it step-motherly and
discriminatory:

Justice K Ravichandra-

baabu, allowing a batech of
writ petitions filed by CBSE
students, said: “Merely be-,
cause CBSE students ob-
tained more marks in NEET
thanstudentsof stateboard,
can they betreated with jeal-
ousy and denied their legiti-
mate right to get admission
into the professional cours-
es by imposing the present
impugned reservation? Cer-
tainly, it is impermissible,
thattoo, forthestatetoadopt
such step-mgtherly treat-
ment to those students from
\CBSE. Are they aliens? Is it

SC refuses to
stay admissions

he Supreme Courton

Friday refused to
interfere inthe ongoing
counselling and admission
process in medical colleges
onthe basis of NEET results.

A benchturned downthe
plea of a bunch of students
seeking interim stay on the
admission process. ThNN

their sin in selecting the
CBSE Board to qualify
themselves in Plus 27"

Moments after the wver-
dict, health minister C Vi-
jayaBaskarsaid thegovern-
ment would appeal. “A sin-
gle judge has issued the or-
der. We will immediately
appeal before a division
bench of the high court,” he
told reporters.

The counselling which
is set to begin on July 17,
may be delayed.
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