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Uniform NEET papers from next year

- HRD Minister
Allays Fears
Of Students

Somdatta.Basu
@timesgroup.com

Eolkata: Union HRD minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar made
big-ticket announcements
thatwillaffect the fortunesof
lakhs of students appearing
in joint entrance examin-
ations in medicine and engi-
neering countrywide.
Allaying fears of thou-
sands of students appearing
for National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) — the
all-India examination for en-
trance to medical colleges —
in regional languages, Java-
dekar said the vernacular
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HRD minister Prakash Javadekar

Javadekar vows more HM autonomy

he Narendra Modi government is finally set to table the

Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Bill, 2017, that has been
pending since the erstwhile Manmohan Singh government
proposed it more than five years ago. The bill aims to grant
greater autonomy to lIMs to manage finance, prepare curricula,
introduce variable pay for teachers and hire faculty.

They will also be able to confer a degree insteag of diploma
to students, HRD minister Prakash Javadekar said the country’s
premier B-schools will be granted complete financial autonomy

after completing seven years.

Ofthe 201IMs, 10 are over seven years old. Three others will
complete seven years this year. mx

question papersof theexam-
ination will be a mere trans-
lation of the gquestion paper
in English. This year, the
CBSE had setdifferent setsof
questions for students ap-
pearing for the examination
in different languages, with
students complaining that
the vernacular papers, in-

cluding the one in Bengali,
were much tougher than the
English and Hindi papers.
When asked by the HRD
ministry why different sets of
questions had been set, CBSE
- the exam conducting body -
had cited security problems
given the sheer number of
candidates and the largenum-

ber of languages involved if it
resorted fo translations.

The ministry appears to
have shot down CBSE's argu-
ment. “From next year, there
will be mere translation of
papers so that such problems
do not arise,” Javadekar as-
sured on Saturday He was
speaking at a symposium in

the city This year’s NEET
was held in 10 Ianguages. Al-
together36,079 candidatesap-
peared fortheexaminationin
Bengal, of whom 40,000 took
the exam in Bengali.

The row over the mis-
match in question papers had
led to delay in the announce-
ment of NEET results with
the Madras HC ordering a
stay after a group of students
in Tamil Nadu filed a petition
alleging discrimination.

The HRD minister also
settorest speculations onthe
introduction of a common
engineering examination on
the lines of NEET from next
vear, clarifying that no deci-
sion had been taken yet.

“Weare waiting toseethe
final result of NEET. The
One Nation One Test in Engi-
neering is at a discussion
stagenow,” hesaid.
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NRI and management quota
medical seats get costlier

Sources put the hike around 40% as compared to the previous year

TANU KULKARNI

BEMOGALIFHL

Students wvying for a
coveted medical seat under
the NRI and management
gquota in private colleges
will have 1o fork out any-
where bertween 99 lakh

and T1.88 crore for the
COLTSe,
Those who have been

tracking the education sec-
tor say this Is a more than
40% Increase compared to
the previous year when the
maximum fee was 1.3
CTOre,

The hike is being attrib-
uted to the Natlonal Eligibil-
ity cum Entrance Test
(NEET), which is the only
gateway for a medical or
dental seat in India.

As per the fee structure
displayed on the Karnataka
Examinations Authority
(KEA) website, the cost of a
four-and-an-half-year med-
ieal course in 26 private

medical colleges ranges
from 22 lakh o 241,98 lakh
Per anmnum.

Colleges reserve 15% of
the seats for Non-Resident
Indians, Persons of Indian
Origin, Overseas Citizen OF
India and foreigners under
the NRI quota, and another
5% are admitted under the
management gquota, Can-
didates applying for these
seats should have obtained

The cost of a four-and-a-half-year medical course in 26
private medical colleges ranges from T22 lakh to T41.98 lakh
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a ranking in the NEET, Innt
managements are firee to fix
the fees for this guota,

A parent of a medical
seat aspirant, who was hop-
ing to get o seat in the man-
agement guota, sald, “We
understand these are not
merit seats and are costly,
But good colleges charge
around 1.5 crore, which is

nd our reach.”

Officinls in the Medical
Education Department
pointed out that colleges
had ‘intentionally® hiked
the fees this year.

“Managements know
thiit nobody will apply for
these seats due to the pro-
hibitive fees, If they are not
taken after the second
round and the mop-up
round during common
counselling, we will have to

send the seats back to the
colleges which will distrilb-
ute them among candidates
of their cholce,” a source
explained.

However, they pointed
out that a *positive develop-
ment® is that fees for the
NEI and management
quota  have  been  made
transparent, as the KEA is
conducting the counselling
process,

M.R. Jayaram, chalrman,
Karnataka Professional Col-
leges Foundation, denled a
hike in fees in this category.
Only a "few' colleges have
opted for a hike, he sald.

Management guolh sents
for a four-year dental
courae will cost between 3
lakh and 27.5 lakh per an-
num as per data from 31
colleges. There is no

We understand
these are not merit
seats and are costly.
But good colleges
charge around 1.5
crore, which is

bevond our reach,

A paiwnt

o Only a few colleges
have opted for a

hike.

A AL
hsliman,

Kirmatalia Profeusional Colleges'
Femiridation

The demand for
denial seais is lesser,
compared to the
demand for medical
seals, Incrense or
decrease in the fees
for management
quota seats will be
around 5%

AW, MURTHY,
Secretany, RV, Denitasl Collings

change in the number of
seats. Seats In the NRI
cquota are filled by colleges.

“The demand for dental
seats s less compared to
medical seats. Increase or
decrense in the fees for
management quota seats
will be around 5%." said
ANMS. Murthy, Secretary,
R.V. Dental College.
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