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Paper leak, NEET row gave
tense moments for PU students

BENGALURL: The year 2016
was a chaotic one in the
state, from the point of view
education. The worst suffer-
ers were students of Il PU
science stream.

In just 10 days, the Chemustry
question paper was leaked
| twice, foraing the government
to hand over the case to the CID.
Obalaraju, personal assistant of
Medical Education Minister
Sharanprakash Patil, was
among those arrested in the

case.
The introduction of National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) for admission 10 pro-
fessional courses also created
confusion in the students’
minds. Even as students were
writing their examination, eval-
uators went an a strike, seeking
a pay hike. The department in-
vited the wrath of parents for
using the services of retired lec-
turers and school reachers for
the evaluation, This was soon
followed by a protest by high
school teachers, who had simi-
lar demands of better pay.
Students faced tense mo-
ments as they were unsure

Police try to control ABVP members protesting agamsl the
leak of the Il PU chemistry question paper in Bengaluru

whether the Common En-
trance Test for medical courses
would be valid or not, following
the Supreme Court order that
NEET should be the sole en-
trance exam. The state had al-
ready conducted the CET and
sought that NEET be consid-
ered only from the next aca-
demic year.

It was just days before the
exam that they were told that
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ment and private colleges.

Highonlows

» Second PU Chemistry question paper was leaked twice

= Medical Education Minister Sharanprakash Patil's assis-
tant Oblaraju was arrested along with kingpin Shivakumara-
iah in the question paper ieak scam

® PU Jecturers and SSLC teachers boycotted valuation seek-
Ing better compensation

= The confusion over NEET/CET for medical seats gave
tense moments to students

» Comed-K test for medical was cancelled at the 11th hour,
leaving thousands of students in quandary

= NRI students who had opted for CET or NEET were toid to
surrender their saats till the Supreme Court decided on the
ssue.

valid. Confusion also prevailed process for this initiated. IIT  hands, from TB Jayachandn
over seat allocation in govern-  Raichur came into being in

to Basavaraja Rayareddy.

2016, Sharanprakash Patil an-  Atendofthe year, a newcon- |

nounced the starting of new  troversy cropped up over con- |

medical colleges in Karwar, mjamgNEt'rmkmundam
Madikeri, and Chamarajanagar.  state is blaming the Centre for

Framing of the new National  not including Kannada as one
Education Policy was debated  of the languages for NEET. But |
extensively among child rights  Union Health Minister J P Nad- |

activists. Tanveer Sait replaced dablnnwdthcsmcfmh'cpmgl
Kimmaneé Ratmakarasthemin-  Guiet, when asked if there wasa |
The year also saw the wifur-  ister for primary and secondary need to conduct the testin Kan- |

Comed-K for medical was cation of the Bangalore Univer-  education. The higher educa- nada. ,
scrapped as it would not be sity being approved and the tion portfolio also changed DH News Service 22
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No BU college bags top NAAC rating

Govt Science
College Best
With A+ Grade

Deepika.Burli@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: None of the 118
colleges affiliated to Bangalo-
re University has secured the
topratingawarded by the Na-
tional Assessmentand Accre-
ditation Council, an autono-
mous body that appraises
education institutes in theco-
untry on a set of parameters.
Only two collegesfrom the
university, including one go-
vernment college, have secu-
red A+ rating, redeeming so-
me sheen for the varsity es-
tablished in the year 1964. No
less than two-thirds of the
colleges are in the average-
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performance bracket, a re-
flection on the state of educa-
tion in the university.
Arating of A++ shows ex-
cellence in faculty and admi-
nistration; ‘C’ rating says the
institute is in dire straits.
SSMRV College in Jaya-
nagar and Montfort College
on Old Airport Road are
amongthel0institutes which
have received a B++ ranking,
according to Bangalore Uni-
versity. Asmany as 50 BU-affi-
liated colleges have turned

out an average performance
witha ‘B’ rating.

A college or university
must be in existence for at le-
ast six years or must haverol-
led out two batchesof gradua-
tes to become eligible for an
NAAC - accreditation. The
three-cycle accreditation is
held with afive-year gap.

University’sregistrar (ad-
ministration) Ninge Gowda
said: “The NAAC ranking is
crucial as it impacts the qua-
lity of education as well as
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that of the institution. Grade
‘A’ and above is good. A++ is
exceptional.”

The Government Science
College, an autonomous insti-
tution affiliated to Bangalore
University, received its first
NAAC rating of B++ in 2005.
The college scaled up its per-
formance to ‘A’ in 2010. In Sep-
tember 2016, the college has
emerged as the bestamong go-
vernment institutions with
A+ grade from the council.

College’s stand-in princi-
pal V Nagesh said: “Recei-
ving a high grade is not eno-
ugh; the institution must ma-
ke efforts to sustain it. This
task is handled by our Inter-
nal Quality Assurance Cell.”

The NAACurgesall accre-
dited colleges and universiti-
es to establish quality cells to
improve and maintain quali-

ty in education. /4
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FINAL GOAL Quality Report On Curriculum, Enrolment, Research, Innovations Is Prized By Institutions
Even universities fail to make NAAC’s
hlgp grade, only Nehru centre bags A++

Eimesgroup.com

Bengalura: While any grads
below A is unacceptable, recely
ing an A+ + grade Is only an aspi
ration come Lrue. say university
authorities

With 5 varsities being put
through the scanner for accredi
tathon in the state, only one inst)
tute - Juwaharial Nehrg Centre
fur Advanced Scientific Research
- has emerged with the dream
A++ grade,

Hangalore University, Indian
Institute of Information Tech
nology (IIIT), JSS University,
Kannada University KLE Acad-
emy of Higher Education and
Hessurch were some who made
it to the next highest grade, se-
curing A. While Jain University
and Karnataka State Women's
University secured grade B, Ma-
nipal Academy of Higher Educs-
tion shed its B+ grade (receivod
in 2000) sfter it got an A in July
this year

The counctl puts
in place seven key aspects while
assessing the Institutions. Cur-
riculum development, student
epnrolments, rescarch, collabora-
tiona. physical facllities and In-
navations are a few of them

Whils universities make It
their uitimate goal-to recelve
good grades (rot the assessment
council, even students have to
worry if their university doean't
fare well (getting u grade below
A). With foreign universities (es
peclally those In the United
States of America admitting st
donts only with a 12+4 year of
schooling, if the institution in
India hus A grade or above, its
alumni can still apply 1o foreign
universities despite completing
just three yeers of college

Christ University was foced
with » challenge when its ac
creditation went to B earbier this
yuar “Our students, aftor com-
pleting three years of under
groduation, were unabls 1o apply
to universitios in the US because
we almost lost credibility due to
the grade.” said an official from
the university
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Mahasani Lakshimi Ammani College
for Women

Jawahartal Nehry Centre for Advanced
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BIVALUATION: Christ University got back its A after
amwawun_dl!unhmmm

"However, we appealed to
NAAC o conduet o revisit und go
through our documents all over
agaln. The team that visited our
campunx for the second time was
o different one,” the official add
od, On Docomber 2, 2016, the var
Sty was friven back ity A grade

QOO0 RICORD mmmcmwm Bengaluny i on top of the heap with an A+
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ACCREDITATION
ducation plays a vital
role in the develop-

ment of any nation,

Thorefore, there is a pro-

planning and resource
allocation
—— — —
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Higher education institutions
that don't secure & grade ubove A
are also kept nt bay while col-
laborating with forelgn univers
ties. In its University Grants
Commission (Promotion and
Maintenance of Standards of
Academio Collaborstion betwees

Indian snd Forelgn Kducational
Institutions) Regulations, 20186,
the UGC clearly mandated that
foreign institutions would have
to satisfy the highest grades as
preseribed in thelr homeland;
Indlan edueational institutlony
shall have an acereditation of e

Institutional interactions
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loss than A or its equivalent,
With the ministry of human
resvurce development steadfast
in croating 10 World Class Insti-
tutions in the country, It becomes
equally necessary for institu
tlons to Ml the eriteria of ac:
ereditation too. Theguldelines

st by the UGC states, *The Instl
tution should be aceredited by
the Natlona) Assessment and Ae
ereditation Councll (NAAC) and
ulso ussessod by ane reputed in.
ternational accreditation ngency.
one whose ratings are credible
wnd widely accepted globally
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