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vUniformity In NEET papers from next year

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) questions in re-
gional languages will be similar
to those in English from 2018,

The Centre has decided to
maintain uniformity in the test
papers in all languages from
nextyear in the wake of a con-
troversy over difference in
questions that appeared in Hin-
di and those in some of the re-
gional languages, including

Tamil and Bengali, this year.
“The vernacular question
papers for NEET will just be a
translation of the question pa-
per in English,” a news agency
quoted Human Resource De-
velopment Minister Prakash
Javadekar as saying in Kolkata
on Saturday. '
The NEET is conducted by
the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) in coordina-
tion with the Medical Council

of India (MCI) and the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
for admissions to medical and
dental colleges in the country.
Over 11.38 lakh students took
the test across the country this
year following a Supreme Court
order. The test papers came in
10 regional languages, includ-
ing Kannada, Gujarati, As-
samese, Telugu, Marathi and
Oriya, besides English.
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Uniformityin
NEET papers
from nextyear

A controversy erupted as
students in Tamil Nadu ap-
proached the Madras High
Court claiming that there was
a difference between the ques-
tion papers in English and
Tamil, though the papers in
English and Hindi were same.
Hearing the petitions, the high
court stayed the declaration of
result which was scheduled on
June 8.

Students and a coaching in-
stitute in Gujarat also claimed
differences in the questions in
English and Gujarati. The West
Bengal education minister
claimed that the questions in
Bengali were tougher than
those in English and Hind.i.

The result of the test was lat-
er declared on June 23 after
the Supreme Court lifted the
Madras High Court’s stay.
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NEET sees multiple |
domicile claims

Hemali Chhapia
& Bhavika Jain | Tnn

Mumbai: One India, many
states. This year’s medical
admissions may have given it
a new meaning. Wanting to
improve their chances in sta-
te government colleges, aspi-
rants are claiming domicile
of multiple states.

While TOI has refrained
from printing the names and
theexact NEET (National Eli-
gibility cum Entrance Test)
_and state ranks of hundreds
of such aspirants, the list of
such dubious applicants has

been provided to the Directo-
rate of Medical Education
and Research (DMER).

Ramesh Rai, with a uni-
que NEETrank alsohasanin-
state rank in Maharashtra,
Delhi and UP. In south India,
candidates have applied in
onestatewith theirfullnames
(first name and surname) and
in other states with their first
name and their father’s name
as the second name; with one
common NEET rank, it was
not particularly difficult for
TOI to track them down.

> Continued on page 11
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‘Llnkmg ranks
with students’
Aadhaar cards’

p-Continued from page 1

icture this: Mahi Iyen-

gar on the Maharash-

- tralist is Mahi Srinath

on the Delhi list as also on
the Uttar Pradesh state
merit list; but her NEET
rank of 63,000+ is common

acrosstheseranklists. Can-

didates are vying for state
quota seats in multiples
parts of India: Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Goa, Guja-
rat, Telangana, MP, Delhi,
Rajasthan and UPR.

The Dblatantly unfair
move translates into double
the options for a fraudulent
candidate who claims dom-
icileof morethan onestate. It
opensthedoors of all govern-
ment colleges and 85% seats
of all private colleges of the
states s/he claims domicile
in. Moreover, this candidate,
likeothers, canalsoapply un-
~der the 15% all-India quota
filled by the DGHS and for
the 85% seats in all deemed
universities across India.

e e AL A

T

Pg.No.11

On the other hand, if the
student follows the rules
and has the domicile of one

state, s/ he would be categor-
ised as an out-of-state candi-

date in all other states other

than theones/he has adom-
icile of, and would not have

. access to government medi-

cal colleges of other states
or to the 85% seats in private
colleges elsewhere eithen
On Sunday, parents and
students met Maharashtra
medical education minister
Girish Mahajan who as-
sured them of corrective ac-
tion. “We want to know how
these students got multiple
states’ domicile. So now we
are trying to link these

P INEET ranks with the stu-

dents’ Aadhaar cards,” said
Sudha Shenov With abso-
Tuately no coordination
among states, most govern-
ment officials were clueless
about candidates applying
for multiple in-state guota
Seats. It is the parents of
medical aspirants who had
todig up this information af-
tfer poring over pages of

. states’ merit lists. “This puts
- somany genuine candidates

‘across several states at a dis-
advantage,’ said Rajesh
Jain, member of the Parents




