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/SC: Follow NEET for

medical admission

Following apex court fiat, merit list to be released today

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELMI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day directed the Tamil Nadu
government 10 complete
counselling process for med-
ical admissions in the State
on the basis of the NEET
merit list by September 4.

A Bench led by Justice
Dipak Misra, in a short hear-
ing, was informed by the Ad-
dirional Solicitor General
Tushar Mehtra that though

*the Union Law Ministry had
cleared Tamil Nadu’s ordin-
ance freezing the imple-
mentation of NEET in the
State this year, the Centre

has finally rejected the or-

dinance on the ground that
it would give one particular
State undue advantage over
the others.

In response, senmior ad-
vocate Nalini Chidambaram,
appearing for students who

= On Thursday, counselling
will be held for the special
category candidates,
including persons with
disabilities and wards of
freedom fighters and
EX-SETVICEMER.

had moved the Supreme
Court against the ordinance,
urged the court to order
Tamil Nadu to release the
NEET meerit list forthwith.
The State government, rep-
resented by senior advocate
Shekhar Naphade protested,
saying the State should be
given more time in the after-
math of the rejection of its
ordinance. However, the
court tarned down the
State’s protests and ordered
in favour of releasing the
rank list forthwith evenas it
extended the time for coun-
sellimg till September 4. The

Bench had underlined that
Supreme Court would not al-
low NEET to be “demol-
ished” at any cost.

Following the Supreme
Court verdict, the Director-
ate of Medical Education has
decided to release the merit
list for the current academic
vear on Wednesday; the
counselling process will be-
gin on Thursday.

On Thursday, counselling
will be held for the special
category candidates, includ-
ing persons with disabilities
and wards of freedom fight-
ers and ex-servicemen.

On the inability to get ex-
emption from NEET, State
Health Secretary I
Radhakrishnan said, “Ex-
emption was the State’s
policy. We took all possible
steps to safeguard it.”

(With inputs for R. Sujatha
in Chennail A
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