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/Parents: Merit students denied
medical, dental seats of choice

Tomes Mews Notwors

Bengaluru: Chaos relyned on Sun-
doy as dental and medicnl seat aspl:
rants and their parents thronged the
Karnataka Examinations Authority
(KEA) offoe to land o seat during the
miop-upround of mllotment only to b
frustrated with the authorities’ “un-
reasonable térms and conditions™

There were loglatical lssues Like
not enough time being glven to ar.
range for demand drafts to make fee
payments. But the biggest canse of
haartburn was the KEA prohibiting
those who were allotted med leal and
dentil seats In the second round of
counselling from partlclpating Inthe
map-up round.

MOP-UP ROUND

Parents complained that though
there were enough dental and mad|-
cnl seuts Jeft in government colluges,
the KEA had anabled students with
lower ranks to apply afresh and get
them. Reshma H, parent of a NEET
candidnte, said: “1 and my husband
are dentists and my daughter too
wnnts to be in the same profession, In
the flrst and second rounds, we got o
st in o college which was No 18 in
our choloe List, But we surrondered it
heping to get one in some good gov:
erpmient colleges during the mop-ap
round.” But the August 22 notifica-
tion of KEA has renderod asplrants
inellgible to try for a dental soat ina
hatter college in the mopup round,

Fraki Nip AR A

The KEA is inviting fresh applications
for allotment of medical and dental
seats which remained unfilled after the
completion of the secand round
(Ineluding any stray vacancies) seal
allotrment from NEET-2017 qualified
candidates and who have not been
allotted any seat through KEA or at Al
India/ DGHS or from any board /
agency. Candidates, who have been
given dental seats, can participate for
medical seats but not for dental seats
again. Those who have been allotted
medical seats are not eligible.

“Wosurrendered the seat because we
wantid some good college for our
doughter Now KEA has ashed stu-
demnts toapply slfrvsih, which mesns the
Iower rank holders can hope fisr good
piits, dospite the fact that we hove
boent working and struggling o get
hlgh rank and good seat,” rusd Resh-

ma. The KEA rule, however, nllows
dental seat nllottees to apply for med
ieal seats. "My daughter wants den-
tnl, why would she apply for n medi:
cal seat?™ naked an agltated Roshima.

MMrector of Medical Education §
Sncchidanand, however, sald: “I
dem't know why there's n confusion,
Dental students con participate in
cournselling for the mop-up round.™

Manfunath F, another parent,
sald: *Do KEA and the mgdical edu-
cation department even value n good
rank or is thelr tnsk just to fill up
seiis? The KEA counselling sched:
ules and notifieations have pushed
ma into deprossion.”

M S Basavara), chiel medical offi-
cor at the University of Mysore, said
his daughter was allotted a seat [n Al
Ameen Modicil Callego, Vijayapura,
In the second round. While cand-
dates salected in the first rowdd had
the option toshift to other collages (n
the second round, his daughter en
Joyed nosuch luxury ussho had lnnd.
edl a sent in the subsequent round.

"Forty-srven seits ander the gen
erml merit (private) quota were dis
clared vacant for the mop-up round on
tha Intervening night of August 25and
6, nnd 34 o these seats ure mvallnblo in
Bengalury. Now thoss with & lower
rank and coming through fresh appli-
cations will be given a chanos bt not
my daughter,” Inmented Basavar).

KEA officials, however, continuoed
with the process. The maop-up e
fior undergraduate NEET o g
will be Bodd till Auguast 28.
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50L: What HIN1 costs some patients

Critical Cases Saddle Families With Huge Bills, Highlight Need For Prevention
1,000 AND COUNTING

Sumitra.DebRoy
@timesgroup.com

A Mumbai: A Chembur man
battling complications from
HINI influenza infection has
tun up a bill of over Rs 50
lnkh after spending 67 days
+ inasouth Mumbal hospital,

An Alibaug family is staring
ata bill of over Bs 25 lakh for
their daughter's over one-
month stay in the ICU to beat
the virus.

The HIN! influenza,
though treatable in most
cases, has left some families
with a huge monetary burden
this season. People have paid
from Rs 15 lakh to Rs 50 lakh,
sums associpted with complex
cancer and cardiac surgeries,
and rarely with fiu.

Experts say the cases,
though exceptjons, have un-

derlined the urgent need for

» An Alibaug family is staring
at a bill of over Rs 25kakh for
their daughter's 45-day ICU
stay to beat the virus

» A man battiing influenza
HINI Infection, has run up a
bill of over Rs 50 lakh more

admitted in a Mumbai hospital

over 1,000 lives so far this yr

than two months after he was |

» HINI infection has claimed |

1

better influenza prevention,
awareness about vaccina
tion and the importance of
early hospitalisation. Based
on the over 4,300 cases and
450-plus deaths recorded in
Maharashtra this season, it
has been projected that
around  600-1,000 people
woutld need 1CU care, ventila-

Phato credit; AFD
tor support and advanced
management such as an ex-
tracorporeal membrane ox-
yeenation (ECMO) machine,
by theend of the year,

The 45-day journey of’ All-
baug’s Privanka Birje, 25,
since being wheeled into the
1CU of Bombay Hospital with
nedr non-functional lungs to

complete recovery Is an ex-
traordinary one, her physi-
clan Gautam Bhansali told
TOL "When she didn't re-
gpond to ventilator support,
the only choice left for us was
ti strap her to an ECMO ma-
chine. She turned around af-
ter 24 days,” he added. ECMO
alone cost the family over Rs
15 lakhoutof the total bill.

But the 42.year-old Chem-
bur patient, on ECMO sup-
part since June at Jaslok Hos-
pital, continues to be critical.
Jaslok's CEQ Dr Tarang Gian-
chandani sald, "The cost of
treating complications of
HINI poses a huge financial
burden on our patients. On
top of that, there is a guarded
prognosis or chance of com-
plate recovery, especially in
high risk groups.”

Experts say that if lakhs
get affected with the influenza

inacommunity, not more than
25% would need hospitalisa-
tion. “Less than 5% of those
could require eritical-care
management. But that cost of-
ten turnsout tobe debilitating
for a family given that a pa-
tient has to be kept in a single
room, isolated from the rest,
The patient needs constant
monitoring, lifesaving medi:
cines, ventilator support, etc,”
said Dr Om Srivastava, an in
fectious-disease consultant.
In 25, Dr Atul Kakar from
Delhi's Shr Ganga Ram Hospi-
tal had carried out one of the
first studies on the monetary
burder of HIN1 influenza,
“The hospital cost isan [mpor-
tant reminder for the govern-
ment to invest in awareness
and vaceination drives. A pre-
ventive vaccine costs Rs 600-
800, and can spare a family a

lifetime of hnrdship.“]mw
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