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 Assam MBBS admissions

Kanghan Kalita | r-

: Guwahati: The admission
! processtofill up MBBS seats in
i six medical colleges of Assam
¢ cameton halt on Monday after
i puardians and students clas
i hed with police and govern-
i ment officinls over curtailing
i of semts reserved for OBC can-
i didates. The OBC quota in me-
i dical collegesof the statecame
: down to 16% from 27% after o
¢ recent Gauhati high court or-
{ der asking the stale govern-
i ment to follow the 2015 norms.
¢ Students, who wereenrolled in
f MBBS programmes a couple
i of weeks ago, are not ready to
vacate their seats, even os the
state directorate of medical
education s firm on imple-
menting the HC order.
“We are bound to follow
¢ the HC order which states
i that 2017 medical admission
t rules for Assam have to be
q junked. The ODBC guotn went
f up o 27% after the state go-
vernment approved the 2017
v horms before adm issions we-

Blow for

govt as SC fixes MBBS fee at 711L

' naserious setback to the Kerala government, the Supreme
Court on Monday allowed all self-financing medical colleges to
collect Rsll lakh/student as fees for MBBS admissions. The
college managements had submitted that the fees was Rs 10 lakh
last year, following which the court sought a counter from the
government. On getting no definite answer, it directed for fixing
the fees at Rs11 lakh for all seats (85%) barring those in the NRI
guota. The bench comprising Justices 5 A Bobde and L
Nageswara Rao repeatedly asked how the fees could be fixed at a
lower rate if Rs10 lakh was collected last year. The managements
had also contended that colleges in neighbouring states were
collecting Rs15 lakh and Rs20 lakh per year as fees.

re held this year Bul sincethe
court has ordered implemen-
tation of the 2015 admission
norms after hearing a plea
from a section of deprived
students, the OBC guota has
to be curtailed to 156% as per
the previous norms,” sald di-
rector of medieal education
Anup Kumar Barman,

Newly enrolled medical
students, whose cireer aspira-
tlons may receive a huge set-
back, are adamant onnot vaca:
ting their hard-earned medi-
cal sentsat any cost. The medi-

cal education directoraie's
latest decision to cut the OBC
fuota came in response to writ
petitions filed by a section of
unsuccessful medical aspi-
rants. “Why should we vacate
ouir geats after fulfilling the en-
tire criterion? The govern-
ment can continue with the le-
igal battle but we won't surren:
der our seats after attending
regular classes for almost o
month now,” said a dejected
Aparajita Das, who got admis-
slon in Tezpur Medical Colle
geafter NEET this year,
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/" Hospitals asked to
declare MRP of knee
implants on websites

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The drug price regulator has asked
hospitals, nursing homes and clinics to declare
on the home page of their website the MRP of
knee implant systems at which they are billing
patients. Themoveisaimed atensuringhospitals
do not fleece patients by overcharging on proce-
dures despite the price cap imposed by the go-
vernment on such products.

Earlier this month, the government slashed
prices of knee implants by between 59% and 69%
using a special provision in the drug pricing law
that enables it to intervene in "extraordinary cir-
cumstances” in public interest. The move is ex-
pected to benefit over 3 crore arthritis patients in
Indianeeding kneereplacement surgery.

However, amid concerns that despite the price
cap, hospitals and other medical institutions may
overcharge consumers, the National Pharmaceuti-
cal Pricing Authority (NPPA) has asked hospitals
and manufacturers of such devices to act transpa-
rently and declare the prices in the public domain.
It hasalsodirected hospitalsand othersuch institu-
tions to mention on their website the brand and
other specifications of the product like its manu-
facturer, importer and marketer along with MRP.

Besides adding to transparency, this will give
patients the opportunity to evaluate prices of dif-
ferent brands as well as that in different instit Page -2
tions tomake an informed decision. u\
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Not many takers for
NRI, other quota seats

676 out of 773 seats left vacant even after mop-up round

STAFF REPORTER
BENGCALURU

The effect of demonetisation
is being felt in the field of
medical and dental educa-
tion too with very few takers
for seats under the NRI and
other quotas.

Experts in the education
sector say demonetisation
spelt the abrupt end of par-
ents making cash payments
to colleges.

According to officials in
the Medical Education De-
partment, 676 out of 773
medical seats under the NRI
and other quota have been
left vacant even after the
mop-up round.

Experts also attributed
this vacancy to Karnataka
Examinations  Authority
(KEA) conducting common
counselling for these seats

the National Eligibility-

@ During the mop-up

round, NRI seats
were converted into
other seats. Despite
this, there were no
takers

OO AL EDAACA TROM D P AR W NT

cum-Entrance Test (NEET).
Prior to this year, all admis-
sions for the 15% NRI quota
and 5% other quota were
done by the colleges.

Cost of seats high

Officials pointed out that the
cost of seats in these quotas
was high, and had been in-
creased by more than 40%
this year compared to the
previous academic year. NRI
and other quota seats cost
between 122, 6 lakh and
T41.9 lakh per annum, while
private seats cost ¥6.32 lakh.

On the other hand, govern-
ment quota seats in private
colleges cost 277,000, while

government seats cost
16,700,
“During the mop-up

round, the NRI seats were
converted into other seats.
Despite this, there were no
takers,” an official said. -
As per Supreme Court or-
ders, the vacant seats should
be handed over to their re-
spective institutions with a

list of unallotted candidates

in the order of merit in the
ratio of 10 candidates for one
Vacancy.

Sources said that college °
managements had intention-
ally fixed the seats at a
higher rates so that there
would be no takers and they
could distribute the seatsto -
candidates of their prefer- ,
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State set to roll out
universal healthcare

Cabinet approves Arogya Bhagya; people can obtain their

Universal Health Cove*rage

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BEMEA LD
Creating  a ‘sustainable
model of healthcare for all,
Karnataka will roll out Uni-
versal Health
(LHC) from November ;
bringing all government
health schemes under one
umbirella.

Under UHC, dll the 1.4
crore households in the

tsla -1n'mmm?:ﬁ#"

private hospitals, Priority
and deprived households
(BPL card holders), farmers,
unorganised sector workers,
pourakarmikas, members of
SC and 5T communities,
members of cooperative so-
cieties, government employ-
ees, accredited mediaper-
sons, and elected
répresentatives (comprising
1.05 crore households) do
not have to make any contri-
biition. They will be classi-
fied under Category A.

The remaining popula-
tion can enrol online by pay-
ing an annual premium of
300 per person in rural
areas and OO0 in urban
areas. This population will
be classified under Category
B.

N A
=

and Family Welfare, said
funds to the tune of over
0,022 erore, allocated for
various health schemes, will
be pooled under UHC.
“Based on disease incld-
ence, we have estimated
that implementing UHC will
cost T869 crore a year," she
said.

Enrolment

"While we will largely rely
on the data on households
available with the Food and
Civil Supplies Department,
our ASHA workers will go
door to door to verify and
enrol every person in the
State. The enrolment pro-

_ cess will be completed be-

cards from November |

L,OOO surglcal procedures
under secondary care can
be availed free of charge by
the entire population at gov-
ernment facilities. While
complicated secondary pro-
cedures (estimated at 516)
that may be referred to
privaie hospitals will also be
free for Category A, those
falling under Category B will
get 30% of the cost reim-
bursed by the State. A sim-
tlar system will be followed
in tertiary cars,

People can call toll-free
belplines  1800-425-8330
and  1800-425-2646
assistance.

For schools

for

The new scheme, called
Arogya Bhagya, was ap-
proved by the State Cabinet
on Monday. Briefing report-
ers after the meeting, Law
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister T.B. Jayachandra
said all the seven existing
schemes - Vajpayee Arogy-
asri, Rajiv Arogya Bhagya,
Yeshaswini, Jyothi San-
jeevini, Mukhyamantri Sant-
wana Harish scheme, Janani
Shishu

merged

UHC. “The idea is to bring
all the existing health
schemes under one um-
brella and avoid duplication
in fund release and overlap-
ping of services,” he said.

Shaﬂni_ hjm- Pl'ill-
I'hl:f;lal Secretary for Health

Pg.No.05
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fore November 1 and
Aadhaar-linked UHC cards
will be issued. People
without Aadhaar can also
avail benefits as we have put
in place a biometric system
in hospitals. Such people
can later get Aadhaar cards”
she said.

Those falling under Cat-
egory B, estimated to num-
ber around 30 lakh, are the
ones likely enrolled for
private medical insurance.

premium,” Ms. Rajneesh
said, adding that the 2.38
crore cooperative society
members need not deposit a
contribution under the Ye-
shaswini scheme from now.
Primary care and around

L e

Meanwhile, the Cabinet de-
cided to purchase kits con-
taining powder, soap and oil
for pre-metric and residen-
tial schools of the Backward
for the year 2017-18. A sum
of 6.5 crore will be released
to Karnataka State and De-
tergents Lid. for this.

The State Cgbinet also
gave administrative ap-
proval for construction of
super-speciality hospitals on
the premises of K.R. Hos-
piuimuymmmrml,
Bel insti Medical
Sciences, Belagavi (2194
crore), and Gulbarga Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences,

\Kalaburagi (%148 crore), This

will also benefit students

studying in government
medical m“‘#-i- Mr. Jay-
achandra said.
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Medlcal fee in Kerala is 11 lakh a year
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Supreme Court allows self-financing colleges to charge uniform annual fee

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI

In a blow to students, the Su-
preme Court on Monday, in
an interim order, allowed
self-financing medical col-

leges in Kerala to charge stu- -

dents 11 lakh as uniform an-
nual fee. Besides the base
admission fee of Z5 lakh, stu-
dents have been allowed 15
days’ time to furnish bank
guarantees for the balance.
A Bench led by Justice
S.A. Bobde said the interim
fee structure would continue
only till the Justice S. Ra-
jendra Babu Committee fi-
nally decided on the fee
structure. The Kerala High
Court had permitted the col-
leges to fix the base admis-
sion fee of ¥5 lakh and ask

1]

Pinarayi Vijayan

the students to execute a
bond for payment of the re-
maining ¥6 lakh. The High
Court had ordered the com-
pletion of the allotment of
seats in self-financing med-
ical colleges by August 31.
However, the manage-

ments, which had moved the
SC against the order, argued
that students could drop out
mid-way and leave them in
dire straits with no way to
make good the bonds ex-
ecuted by them.
Attorney-General K.K.
Venugopal argued that over
50% of the students admit-
ted in these colleges be-

longed to the SC, ST and -

backward . categories, and
they had no means to

~ provide bank guarantees for

%6 lakh, that too in 15 days.
Justice L. Nageswara Rao,
the puisne judge on the
Bench, noted that only 5% of
the students might be
without means to provide
the bank guarantee. The
court said 11 lakh was fixed

because last year’s annual
fee was around %10 lakh.
Justice Rao asked the State to
offer financial help to the 5%
students who might need its
assistance.

“We are inclined to ex-
tend the bank guarantee to
all colleges. Can the govern-
ment provide financial sup-
port for the students,” the
Bench asked. However, the
State expressed reluctance,
saying these were self-finan-
cing colleges. “Then let the
students bear the burden,”
the Bench responded.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said the gov-
ernment would ensure not a
single poor student who has
qualified for MBBS will lose
the opportunity to study.
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Parents upset about
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MBBS, BDS mop-up round

Say seat selection ‘chaotic’, ‘unfair’ to meritorious students

BENCALURU: Many parents
have cried foul at the mop-
up round that concluded on
Monday to fill vacant MBBS
and BDS seats.

Students who had already
been allotted medical seats
in the second round were not
allowed to take part in this
round. But those who were
allotted dental seats were al-
lowed to try for medical seats.
Parents of medical aspirants
| were upset that seats in bet-
ter colleges were being given
to students with lower ranks.

“My daughter got an all-
India rank of around 78,000
but she could not get a seat
in MS Ramaiah Medical Col-
lege. She got admission in a
different college in the city
but we would have preferred
MS Ramaiah. Now they are
giving away these seats to

Students who had already been allotted medical seatsinthe
second round were not allowed to take part in this round.

students having ranks be-
vond one lakh. How fair is it
to meritorious students?” the
parent asked.

A total of 757 medical and
683 dental seats were avail-
able for allotment in the mop-
up round.

“If there were only a hand-

ful of seats left for the mop-
up round, it would have been
okay. But here, over 1,000
seats were left. They should
have conducted a third
round,” another parent said.
The parents also demand-
ed why the round was being
conducted offline. “They

could have made a facility to
conduct it online, as they did
the other rounds. There is
so much chaos here. It's dif-
ficult to even enter the gate,”
a third parent said.

The Department of Medi-
cal Education clarified that it
was just following the rules.
“It’s a policy decision of the
Central government that
whoever has already been al-
lotted seats cannot take part
in the mop-up round. We are
just following that. Further,
ther#®isa Supreme Court rul-
ing that says there can only be
two rounds after which only
a mop-up round can be con-
ducted,” Dr S Sachidananda,
director, medical education,
explained.

Some parents are now con-
sidering legal remedies and
may approach the high court.
DH News Service
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Note ban and NEET kill demand for NRI quota medical seats

over 10 saats vacant in my college and |
&am not able to find a particular reason. |
can say, professional education is not
attractive amymore and colieges ame
running a hugs loss

RASHMI BELUR @oengabons

fered under the NRI quota this year
Onily 10 per cent of the seats under
the quota have been filled so far Ex-
perts are citing demonetisation and
NEET ranking for this unprecedent-
ed turn. With only three days left for
admisstons to close on August 31,
colleges are unsure if the rest of the
seats will be filled.

Even after the mop-up round,
which is the final round for allot-
ment of seats for 2017-18, only 81 of

the availahle 757 seats were filled.
The mop-up round concliaded on Au-
gust 27 while August 31 is the last
date to fill all medical seats and

fea by DD and wanted to do so by
cnsh. Dr Sachidanand, director,
medical education depariment,
andd, “This trend is due to demoneti-

complete admission procedure sation. During the 2016 academic
asper the Supreme Court'sdi- . year, admissions to medical
rections. With 676 seats left, courses wus through Com-
these are now being handed ~ mon Entrance Test (CET) in
over to various medical col- T the state but this yoar, it was
leges to be filled under man- done through NEET rank-
agement quota but colleges ing. Both demonetisation and
are unsure if it will be filled in NEET ranking are the major rea-
three days. £ 1 sons for $0 many vacancies.”
According to authorities in the “As the parents’candidate must
state medical education depart-  pay the fee for the seat only
ment, people didn't want to pay the  Demand Draft and colleges not ac-

cepting cash even for management
quota, it Is reflecting in the number
of seats getting filled,” said the prin-
cipal of a city-based medical

oollege.
Another principal said: “Now,
mhtrmlumwlmmhlhiu

is more than 1.5 crome e it
mmm%ﬁ
coming forward to take up m

seats in NRI quota.™ ; /
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