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Belagavi’s KLE institute
is 4th cleanest university

Tinaes News NetwomRs

New Delhi: OP Jindal Global
University, Sonipat, and Kon-
gu Arts and Science College
Emode, Tamil Nadu emerged
asthe cleanest university and
college respectively in the
country A total of 3,500 insti-
tutions took part in the rank-
ing scheme out of which 25
best institutions wore select-
ed under four categories.
Announcing the “Swach-
hta Ranking 20017 for higher
educational institutes on
Thursday, Union minister for
human resource develop-
ment Prakash Javadekar
sald, “Indians are ahead in
personal hygiene but they are
not when it comes to keeping
thelr nelghbourhoods clean.
This is the reason PM Naren-
dra Modi iInitiated the
Swachh Bharat missjion amd
stressed on constructing tod-
lets in schools and homes™.
The other winners in the
university eategory In de
scending order are Manipal
University Jalpur; Chitkara
University EKalu Jhandoa, So-
lan; K L E Academy of Higher
Education and Research, Bela-
gaviand Dayalbagh Education-
al Institute, Agra, while in the
category of colleges are Vidya
Pratishthans Arts, Commerce

favadekar said Indians are ahead
in personal hygiene but they are
not when It comes to keeping
their neighbourhoods clean

and Sclence College: MI DC Ba-
ramatl, Pune; Ramakrishna
Mission Vivekananda College,
Chennal; 5§ N R Sons College,
[hhnhmmu and K G College of
Arts and Science, Colmbatore
University college, techni-
cal institutions and govern-
ment nstitutions, were the
four categories in which the
educational institutes were
ranked. In the technlcal [nsti-
tutions category Amrita Vish-
wa Vidyapeetham, Colmbatore
topped the list, while G B Pant
University of Agriculture and
Technology Paninagar was on
top of the list in the govern-
ment institutions category
Tamil Nadu had the largest
representation in the awards,
winning four out of five places
in the colleges category and

five oiit of seven places in the
technical institute category
Congratulating the awar-
dees, Javadekar said that the
“Swachh Bharat Abhivan™ is
the most significant cleanii-
ness campaign by the Gov-
ernment of India. Under this
mission more than four crore
and elghty lakhs toilets were
constructed in Indiasince Oc-
tober 2, 2014 and more than
two lakhs villages are now
open defecation free.
Parameters for a clean
campus were formulated, like
student toilet ratio, kitchen hy-
giene, availability of running
water, modernity of tollet and
kitchen equipment, campus
green cover, garbage disposal
in hostels and academic build-
ings, disposal technigues, wa-
ter supply systems and also a
certain weightage to whether
the institutions has ado
an}r neighbouring locail

and  activities in Swachhta.
About 3,500 HEIs responded to
the invitation, submitting all
their details. The top 174 insti-
tutions were shortlisted as per
criteria and officials firom UGC
and AICTE inspected the
premises of all 174 institutions.
Finally, the top 25 institutions
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Our varsities have never been insulated from
politics. But rarely have we seen student leaders
become instant celebrities like they do now

hankfully, one is not in a cam-
pus of today. It may seem one is
indulging in the typically self-
satisfied prattle of an old-timer,
but yes, in the eighties, univer-
sity elections were indeed
fought on the strength of an
argument. In a sirange way,
they were both more honestly
political and yet, at the same
time, partly in a world of their
own, filled with vitality. Nei-
ther was a fully utilitarian, in-
dustry-linked model of factory-
like education yvet born, nor did
they play at being mini-ver-
sions of national politics. But
yes, the ideas are what domi-
nated. The focus was not the
quality of canteen food or hos-
tel facilities or how to get fund-
ing for the film, theatre or pho-
tography club. We were equally
engaged with World Bank poli-
cles, India’s debt situation, food
and fuel policy, war and peace—
even Nicaragua. Indeed, we be-
haved as i the world turned on
its axis based on our views!
Revolution was a possibility,
but we were quite satisfied with
the occasional rebellion,

At the coffee house in the
evening, everyone shared ta-
bles irrespective of the politi-
cal divide. We paid for each
other's tea, coffee and cutlets.
Professors were friendly men-
tors, not feared. Poet Shankha

UNIVERSITY
AS THE
MINI-NATION

Ghosh's classes were always
overcrowded, with students
from all streams drawn to his
mesmerising lectures. Semi-
nars with foreign scholars were
invariably well attended, not
because anyone was forced to,
but because we were brimming
with questions to ask and never
pretended to know all the an-
swers, A good fight meant a
good debate,

Are our campuses the same
today? One doubts it. In institu-
tions where there are no elec-
tions, students are busy chas-
ing credits and improving their
CVs for the job market, or ap-
plying to campuses abroad. Do
they unwind? Yes, they do—
fests and impromptu concerts
make the evenings lively. But
everything in studied portions,
never losing sight of the overall
credit that needs to be accrued.
Thankfully, we could score just
by reading and assimilating the
texts and the contexts (and the
Bakhtins). Whether we played
basketball or were office-bear-
ers at the university clubs did
not matter much. And our elec-
tions certainly did not bother
the chief minister, nor was ita
telling message on the prime
minister's ty.

Should universities be insu-
lated from politics? Should the
campuses be seen as idyllic is-
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tual growth? No, it was never
the case—neither here, nor
elsewhere, across geographies
and time-zones. As recently as
when the Telangana movement

showed their
innate capacity to turn into
protest zones. At FTII, a stu-
dent agitation' was an annual
event (not devaluing the one
against Gajendra Chauhan)
and has always been a head-
ache for the institute's director.
During his stint, Girish Karnad
had to call up his friend Shyam
Benegal to get the then fire-
brand student leader Naseerud-
din Shah a role in Manthan
(which he was shooting in Gu-
jarat)—so as to break the cam-
pus agitation! Shah made a
stunning debut in a tiny role
and the rest is history. Things
were far more serious during
the Emergency or during the
height of the Naxal movement
in Bengal, or the Mandal agita-
tion. Much of our present po-
litical leadership emerged from
those zones.

But rarely have we seen stu-
dent leaders become instant ce-
lebrities like they do now,
thanks to social/visual media.
If it seems as if it's upon them
to create the national counter-
narrative, the blame lies with
the Opposition abdicating its

job. There's no denying there’s
an intense churning, a bitter
ideological battle that's on.
Take the JNU elections, for in-
stance. The victory of a Left
that had to join ranks (SFI-Al-
SA-DSF)—and the ABVP's
emergence as the largest force
despite being trounced—are
read in a context far larger than
the campus itself. There are
strong echoes here of the maha-
gathbandhans, the whispers of
Akhilesh Yadav and Mayawati
coming together, the CPM-Con-
gress compact in Bengal—all
converging against the spectre
of a BJP in hyper-growth mode.
In other words, the trends on
the campuses almost exactly
mirror national politics.
Should that occasion mirth
or contemplation? Leaving that
aside, we could look seriously
at it and the possible interpre-
tations. The SFI has made in-
roads in campuses across Ra-
jasthan, from Jodhpur to Sikar
and Hanumangarh, too—again
with the ABVP maintaining its
lead in Jaipur etc. and the NSUI
just putting in odd wins. The
Left has retained campuses in
Tripura too. But far more stun-
ning is the rise and spread of
BAPSA (Birsa Ambedkar
Phule Students’ Association)—
the Dalit student body that's
making its presence felt across

campuses from Delhi to Hy-
derabad and elsewhere, All of
it presents a fascinating micro-
cosmic picture.

In the end, perhaps the
ABVP's hyper-nationalism, the
fact that (in JNU) it appeared to
be on the side of the V-C's bit-
too-shrill tank politics, went
against it. And in what could be
awarning sign, everywhere it's
up against not just a united Left
and NSUI but also BAPSA. Sim-
ilarly, the NSUI, exulting after
it won two crucial posts in Del-
hi University (affording Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhia
rare chance to smile after a
long time), needs to be worried
about the extraordinary rise of
NOTA voters, The disillusioned
liberal youth are evidently still
not seduced by its charms. If
the NSUI is celebrating DUSU
and the sweep in Punjab Uni-
versity polls as a sign of reviv-
al, perhaps it should also factor
in Assam, whether Guwahati
or Dibrugarh, where the AASU
retains its hold. It's drawing
solace from the fact that Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal,
a former AASU leader, could
not swing it for the ABVE. Does
all this foretell anything about
20197 Thankfully, I'm not in the
campus today and don’t have
the burden of being a shadow-
boxer for a national election.
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'Pharma companies may be"

Inflating R&D costs: Study

Findings Of New Study Raise Questions About Drug Prices

@timesgroup.com

recent study in the
AJuumal of the Ameri-
can Medical Assocl-
ation (JAMA) has concluded
that R&D costs a company
just $848milliononaverageto
bring a cancer drug to the
market — a small fraction of
the $2.7 billion the industry
claims is the average cost of
drugdiscovery

Though the study was re-
stricted to cancer drugs, it
ralses questions about wheth-
er R&D costs are much lower
than claimed by the pharma
industry and il so whether
patent termsneed to besolong
anddrug pricesthis high to re-
cover these costs,

The study published on
Monday showed that within
about four years of drug ap-
proval, revenue from the sale
of the drugs studied was on
averagenine-fold higherthan
the R&D spending. Even ac-
counting for what the money
would have earned if invest-
ed in the market, the returns
areseven times the costs,

The paper authored by Dr
Vinay Prasad of the Knight
Cancer Institute, Oregon
Health and Science University
inPortland, and Dr Sham Mai-
lankody of Memorial Sloan

CANCEROUS GROWTH?

L LU T Revenue as fage
cosl approval
million (%)
Eculizumab Bl76 129478 1,589
Pralatrexate 178.2 304.8 171
Brentuximab 8992 10343 115
Ruxolitinib 10978 22515 205
Enzalutamide 4733 210683 4,451
ﬁ;‘:}gﬁ:“ 1573 2041 130
Cabozantinib 19508 3419 18
Ponatinib 480.1 5,579 1137
[brutinib 3281 22,2750 6,789
{{;::ﬁg" 8158 1,065.2 131
TOTAL 1982 66,9908 931

Kettering Cancer Center in
New York analysed filings of
R&D expenditure by 10 publi-
ely traded pharma compéanies
with the US Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC).
Prior estimates for the
cost to develop one new drug
ranged from $320 million;
asestimated by the civil socie-
ty group Public Citizen, to 2.7
billion, as estimated by the in-
dustry-funded Tufts Center
for the Study of Drug Develop-
ment, Sinee the Tufts study
used private data provided by
10 pharmaceutical frms, it
lacked transparency and in-

dependent replication.

Public Citizen used publi-
cly availahle UJS SEC R&D
filings for all major pharma-
ceutical firms during a seven-
year period, but divided the to-
tal expenditure across all com-
panies by the number of new
drugs approved for them inthe
subsequent SevVen years.

The authors of the latest
study argued that thisdid not
reflect the actual spending to
bring these drugs to market.

Hence, they focused on
companiesthat had broughta
gingle drug to the market
so that they could total R&D

filings that led to a single ap-
proval, Their analysis in-
cluded the cost of pursuinga
portfolio of candidate com-
pounds to yvield one drug,
thereby accounting for the
costof failed attempts,

The study was conducted
from December 10, 2016, to
March 2, 2017. From the time of
approval of a drug to Decem-
ber 2006 (or until the com-
pound was sold or lHeensed to
another company), the total
revenueol thelOdrugs studied
was $67.0 billion, against a to-
tal cost of 872 bn — or 39 bil-
lion if the cost of capiial was
taken intoaceount.

“Some companies boasted
more than a 10-fold higher rev-
enue than R&D spending, a
sum not seen in other sectors
of the sconomy,” the authors
observed. With market exclu
sivity In oncologic drugs ave-
raging 14.3 years, these reve-
nues would econtinue to in-
crease over time, they said.

An editorial in the same
journal stated: *The implica-
tions of the present study
seam clear, Current pharma-
ceutical industry pricing pol-
ieles are unrelated to the cost
of research and develop-
ment. Policymakers can safe
ly take steps to rein in drug
prices without fear of jeopar-
dizing innovation."
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How 'To Do Drugs

The patient in India must be the main beneficiary of a prudent pharma policy

Sanjiv Kaul

‘The Indian pbarma in-
dustry with n FYIS reve
] nue of nearty $35 billion

M hag two major streams of

J business, internstional
1Y {about §18 billion)and the
rest domestic, The operuting margin in
international usiness is only 15% while
that in domestic bisiness is 30%. it is the

The net result of having a strong do-
mestichase has led the industry tobecome
a formidabie player globally, suppiying
0% of generics in volume terms s
eurning valuahke forsign exchangesurplus
im exoess of §10 hillion. So any polley that
has 5 negative bearing oo the domestic
business will weaken the industry on the
international front. One doesn’t kill the
hen that lays golden egps.

Pharma Industry was the first indi-
gEnous sactar (even before ITeS came of
age) that proved to the world ‘Maks in
Indin” was possible, and became a key
factor in helping countries reduce their
health expenditiee It is & matier of pride
for every Indinn thet every thind tablet or
fourth capsule consumed in regulated
markets comes from Indis. PM Modi
and his able team of ministers and
buresucrats need to be cognisant of this
fact. “Skill Indis’ and Make in India®
programmes could well learn from the
Inctian pharma industry that has been
implementing them sinee the mid Al

A responsible government  should
ensure its citizons have arcess tn quakity

play a central rale in the moniforing and
approval mechanism ns well as abolishing
corTupt praciices n the compaiiy-doctor-
chemist nexus. InIndis, we haveover HL000
phorma compenies who market over
200000 brands, There & no regubsiory
authority in the world that ean handie this
load to ensire quality, lower prices and
revent corTupt practices.

the branded

Changing immediately
genericnature of the domestic market toa
puire generic one is frausht with dange:
The proposed industry  recalibration
should be s time bound programme spread
overa i-vear tirmelrame, biit first we s

mss makesa hisge profit.

In the short term, the fiocus should be
on reducing the number of brands and
players. Government should lock o do
Fway with marketing companies who only
depend on contract manufacturers for so-
urcingand an unholy nesus with chemists
and doctors for selling. We need to bring
town the number of players in India 1o
500 aned the mumber of brands. to 25000,
OCODOBOP (one company, one drog, one
brand, one price) should be compulsorily
implemented Contrect manufacturess
who heve at the minimum a WHO GMP
certification, should be exempted from
the OCODOBOP clause The prevailing
practiceaf co-marketing through multiple
brands of the syme molecules should be

One doesn’t kill the hen that

lays golden eggs. ‘Skill India’
and *Make in India’ could

leamn from the pharma industry
that has been implementing
them since the mid-80s

changed 0 oo-promotion of a single
brand to streamiine pricing across the
distribution channel

With lesser number of players, sll
prodict spproviks shouwld be compulsorily
centralised at the DCT's office and with
lesserumber of brands, NPPA canensimne
better monitoring and implementstion of
prices. The stats level must be
focussed on quality chechs and prioe
mmitoring MoH should be a one stop
nodal minkstry which houses the DCI,
stute FIIAL NPPA and DOP

Government must consider making
significant imwestments o strengthen the
regulatory infrastructure. The pharma
Imchustry would be more thon hepey to par-

take b this endesanir Government should
replace fhe 2% CSR allocation of profits
witha 2% of profite cess annnally, thet will
be made avallable mciosively to MoH for
building the reguiatory infrastructure.
Presently there are over 1200 GMP
certified formularions manufscturing
uniis in Indis with surplus capacity for
quality contrnl Without additionally
burdening their existing setupof QC labo-
ratories, state FOAS can avadl the services
of pharma compen bes by picking prodocts
from chemists on a8 random basis and
sending the same masked as blind samiples
to the manufciurers for analysis. This
will ensure hoightoned quality sssurance
on part of the manofacturers, filing
whilch punitive penaities can be mposed.
An anti-discounting policy including
abolishing bors offer practices with fixed
perventages for stockists and chemists
will g0 & long way in redocing prices.
KPPA should not only be armed with
determining end point prices for NLEM
prodiscts but also monftor  imnicing
practices acress the distribation channel
toensure that patients bonefit in terms of
eost of medicines. With lesser number of
brands and & vigilant, smpowered NFPAL
prices could come down by 10-15% by
streamlining the channel pricing.
Government should give the indusiry
three years o reform ltself during
which vanille marketers mst set up
their own manufeciuring units; contract
manaiscturers must obtain the GMP/
GLP accreditation and be encouraged to
market their prodocts as penerics; all
pharmz companies should have thelr
own in-house manofBeturing setup (&5
thery div finr e poarts) i thery hve to mariet
nor-patented prodoects as brands in India.
All new produets that get introduced with
immediste effect should have the BA/ BE
approvals In place snd over the next
three vears, all existing products must
necessarily be bioequivalent
Regulatory authartties have to play a
more forthcoming, central and proactive
rede in enabling the pharms industrs The
industry in turn must rally aroond
povernment  inidatives of  providing
qrmlity medicines at afftwdable prices.
The uriter iz Partner ChrysCopitol
Privte Egiaity. Vel are el

Pg.No.08

Page - 6



