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SC allows

mop-up

counselling

To fill medical super-speciality seats
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The Supreine Court has re
vised iIts earlier order refus
ing to extend the deadline
for flling vacant seats in
meclical supar-speciality
COLrses,

In a separate order on
Wednesday, a Bench of
Justices A K. Goel and UL,
Lallt directed the Director
General of Health Services
(IMGHS) to hold mop-up
coun=¢lling o 1ill 553 vacant

medical super-spoeciality
seats within the next 10
days.

The court said the DGHS

should decide the date of

counselling and the sched-
uiled thme, giving adeqgunte
time for the candidates to
atteiicd. T'hie Intormation
should e duly publicised
for five dave continuously in
national newspapers anc
algo put up on the DOHS
and Medical Council of In
dia (MCI) websites at the
carliest. The joining period
Ppost the counsaelling should
not excecd four days,

The exitension i the
dendline is only applicable
for the present academic
vear, the court clarified.

i sl

The extension of deadline
iz only applicable for the
prasent acadeamic yvear, the
Suprame Court sald.

wollld result in chaos. In-
eligible students would be
netic from such contfusion,
leaving the worthy ones in
cdire straits,
.

‘Sustenance of ordoer”
“We are ol the convinced
aopinion that an extension ot
this junciure would not be
appropriate. A sense of con
cern Is one thing. Dbut
sustenance of discipline and
aorder is nanother aspect.
Weighing both the concejpts
in a balanced manner, we
unhesitatingly come to the
conclusion thiit the pravers
macde in the interlocutory
applications do not deserve
nny ncoceptianoce and, accord
ingly, they stand rejected.”
The court’s refusal came
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Earlier decision

Earlier, another Bench led
by Chief Justice of India
Dipak Misra had refused to
extend the September 14
time limit, especially in the
case of super-speciality
courses.

In a four-page order on
September 22, that Bench
referred to the apprehen-
sions raised in the various
pleas that many seats re-
mained vacant and there
was a need to extend the
date for admissions.

But the court dismissed
these pleas, saying the con-
cern voiced in them “travels
from rational sphere to
emotional sphere.” It ac-
knowledged the MCI’s stand
that discipline was essential
in academic admission mat-
ters and any extension

—

despite the Centre favouring
an extension.

Among the applications
was one by 23 doctors from
various parts of the country
seeking an extended round
of counselling for the can-
didates who had qualified in
the NEET-SS examination to
fill vacant seats available in
government and private
medical colleges. NEET-SS is
an eligibility-cum-ranking
examination prescribed as
the single entrance examin-
ation to various DM/M.Ch.
courses under the Indian
Medical Council «(Amend-
ment) Act, 2016.

The petitioners, led by
Chennai doctor T.T. Senthil-
nathan, contended that over
25% of seats in super-speci-
ality DM/M.Ch courses re-
main unfilled even after two
rounds of counselling.
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