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No OPD services at private hospitals today )

OUTPATIENT services at all private
hospitals, clinics, diagnostic centres
and super specialty facilities will re-
main closed today. However, emergen-
cy services and trauma care centres
will be functional as usual. Facilities
of ambulances and labour rooms will
also remain functional. All elective
“surgeries have been postponed by hos-
pitals to a later date.

State Health Commissioner has can-
celled the leave of all government doc-
tors, medical and paramedical staff on
Friday and asked everyone to report to

work at the Primary Health Centres,
taluk hospitals and district hospitals.
This is in anticipation of increased pa-
tient load.

Private Hospitals and Nursing
Homes Association in its emergency
general meeting on Wednesday decid-
ed that all its 400 member hospitals will
participate in the strike. There are
around 45,000 medical establishments.
Ambulances and in-patient services
won't be affected though.

Fortis Hospital in a statement said,
“Fortis Hospitals Bangalore will join
the state-wide protest called at the
Emergency General Meeting by Indian

Medical Association and PHANA
against the proposed Karnataka Pri-
vate Medical Establishment Act
amendments. Consequently OPD ser-
vices will remain closed from 8 am on
3rd November to 8 am on 4th November
17. Emergency services and labour
rooms will remain functional.” Fortis
has four hospitals in the city -- Ban-
nerghatta Road, Cunningham Road,
Nagarbhavi and Rajajinagar.

Dr Ajai Kumar, chairman, Health-
care Global, said, “We have not posted
any elective surgeries for tomorrow.
Emergent oncology procedures will be
done at HCG though.” P6
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HOSPITAL STRIKE

Pg.No0.06

Ambulance services will
run as usual: Pvt hospitals

ENS @ Bengalury

Outpatient services at all pri-
vate hospitals, clinics, diagnos-
tic centres and super specialty
facilities will remain closed to-
day. Dr Nagendra Swamy, group
medical director, Manipal, said,
“Ambulances aren’t a part of
OPD services so they will run as
usual. OPDs won't run from 8
am to 8pm which is usually
their timings.”

Apollo, which has four hospi-
tals in Karnataka, also won't
have its OPDs running. Naraya-
na Health has even put up ban-
ners to this effect on its hospital
premises. However, the ques-
tion being asked by citizens is
why government cannot invoke
Essential Service Maintenance
Act (ESMA) when there are in-

stances in the past where it has
beeqinvokedagainstprivatees-

gust. The Kerala High Court in
Julybannedimeﬁnitesu'ikeby
nurses of private hospitals un-
der ESMA.

Karnataka Janarogya Chalu-
vali condemning the strike said
in a statement, “Private hospi-
tals have continued with their
misinformation campaign de-
liberately twisting and misrep-
resenting various provisions in
the amendments to suit their
profiteering interests. KPME
contains several citizen-centric
provisions while also ensuring
adequate space for private hos-
pitals to have their say”
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

New medical bill will affect quality
of healthcare in Karnataka Docs

RULES MUST BE EQUAL TO ALL CAREGIVERS

Bring All Govt

Pg.No0.08

We already have the | We already have several
HOSQltals Under Karnataka Medical bodies, Including courts
Ambit, Says IMA Council, Medical and the medical council, to
Council of India, Human Rights | monitor us. This bill states
Times News NETWORK Commission, consumer court, that doctors cannot be
civil and criminal courts and represented by lawyers
Bengaluru: The Karnataka police, and one more body will | which Is against the
D Detptie: only add to confusion and constitutional rights of
m‘ﬁr"&”“"“ poscse’:;)gg‘munl& hamlper deIM:very o{ medlbc:lth citizens. This w"ll prevent
private medieal ervices by e e
ing prices for services and
prescribing punishment for gwelmed by the same rules and | doctors are free to do
doctors in case of irregulari- requatlpnsasreoommendedby anything and we highly
ties in pricing-related matters, IN PROTEST MODE: Private the Justice Sen Committee.In | condemn this divide
of Indian Medical Association up notices on their premises capping for treatment being between government and
(IMA) and the state govern- about Friday's OPD strike imposed is not acceptable private practitioners
ment at loggerheads. The bill Dr H Sudarshan Ballal | Devi Shetty | crammvany avo
isscheduledtobetabled inthe betwosetsof rulesforprivate should be included as a CHAIRMAN AT MANIPAL HOSPITALS FOUNDER AT NARAYANA HEALTH CITY
assembly next week. and government hospitals., guideline for all doctors and roposed These absurd \ations
Private doctors have However thisbill leaves gov- notasa law,” he added. mgmwg'ym will mmm
termed the billdmoonianand ernment hospitals out of the According to H Nagendra i“ private hospitals, as found standard of healthcare.
are protesting three clauses ambit of legislation meant Swamy, senior president at in government hospitals. The Taxpayers' money is being
— setting up of a grievance- toensure efficient and time- Manipal Hospitals, none of doctors will be afraid to wasted in government
redressal cell asasupervisory 1y treatment for patientsand  the proposals made by the this bill to which often do not
body with powers to act curb malpractices,” sald Ra- Justice Vikramajit Sen Com- practise as sand W .w‘dewsm en
against doctors up to the ex-  jshekar S Bellary, president, mittee has been considered. | Penalize them s wi provide efficient service to
tent of jailing them, exclusion IMA Karnataka. “Following our protest in affect all private hospitals. The | patients. It is the private
of government hospitals and The government must June, a joint select commit- government is propagating hospitals that are known for
price-cappingon treatment in  bring all government-run  tee was formed. However, the | Such a derogatory bill only to delivering standard care,
private hospitals. hospltals under theambitof government still came up pull in chunk of votes. hence the government
The IMA and private prac-  KPME Act to ensure quality  with a bill that will neither | However, we will fight and should focus more on
titioners want the govern- healthecare, said Madan S  benefit patients nor any oth- make sure the government maintaining government
nt to consider recommen- Gaekwad, president of the erstakeholder,” he said. considers our hospitals and not pull
tions made by the commit- Private Hospitals and Nurs- “It is necessary that we recommendations down private ones
headed by former Chief ing Homes Association take this extreme step (pro- B S Ajaikumar | presinenT, \m Yatheesh |
Justice of Karnataka high (PHANA). “We don't want test) as our survival Is at ASSOCIATION OF HEALTHCARE WSSISTANT MEDICAL DIRECTOR,
court Vikramajit Sen. “Jus- any price control by the gov- stake,” a statement by the PROVIDERS INDIA APOLLO HOSPITAL — KARNATAKA
tice Sen had said therecannot  ernment. The patientcharter  Surgeons’ Assoclation said. i
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