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SC asks Centre toreview

status of deemed varsities

Ashish Tripathi

HEW DELHI, DHME The
Supreme Court on Friday
directed for reviewing status
of deemed universities in
the country and ordered the
UGE to nestrabn themm from
using the word ‘university”
writhin one rmonth.

Finding “flagrant viala-
o of orms and policses™ by
thesm, the top coun directed
the Unton government fo
form a threc-member com
mikibee to suggest a road map
for stremathening and setting
up ol oversight and reguliatory
e hanbsm for those varsilies
withyin sax momiths

It restrained all deemed
iiversithes [rom carryng on
Y COUMes in dastarsee educa-
thon mode from the acadernic
sision 20 18-2019 oiwal 1
unless and untll specifically
permitied. The court alsn
rudend that engineeTing coumrses
cannot be run by the deemed
universities through distance
education mode without
gurdelines and spprovais from
the AICTE

E‘T;lm;,: a whew of directhons
i bench of Justices Adarsh Ku-
nar Gl e U L) Lalie ssaid the
exterd ol ommrmercind e mon ol
edducation has serioushy affect
edd credibility of siandards in
education. “Tr has ooime 1o iur

| rtice chak many ingtiturions

which are comferred the status
of Deemed 10 be Universires
are using the word "Univer-

SC observation

WUon g0V 10 2npoint
commities within one
manth to review deemed
universities

w0yt tokd to put in place
regulatony & oversaght
mwechanism within i
moniis

WAKTE neguiations 1994
apoly o all deamed uni-
ersitiey

mhin deemad university to
CITYy Of Ay COUrsEs in

wity”, which In our view i oj-
posied w the spiritof Secton 23
ol the UGC Act. The UGC shall
fake apgropriate sCps to s0p
such practice,” the heneh said

In itz IB-page judgement
highlighting lack of effec-
tive oversight and regulatory
mrechanism aver “the Deemed
to be Liniversities”, the apex
oot s, " The UG houl com-
pletely failed to remedy the
situation. Serious queation has
therefore aren as to the man
ning of the UG ltsell lor s
eflective working.™

Relying upon then UGC
chatrman Ved Prakash's aflfi-
davit that disclosed how per
Frdssinna were Eranted 1o in
troduce goarses by the dermed
urHvETRILIES without au-
thoglty, the beneh sald, “Oin
one hand, the suthorities were
pieisclasstiibigg thisie poficy stute

distance education
WG directed to restrain
deemed undversity from
using word ‘university’
WAL canoeh englresring
cegrees granied by four
warsities after 20075
without approvsl
BEC drects (81 probe
agairst officials who
atnursind Hhdr posston
1o scdvandce commierial
InTereEst

ments and on the other, de

spite there being complants

they went about granting per

minstons. Thelr conduct and
approsch i difficudtm explain
wn any rationsal basks and leives
miunch to'be desirad.”

The court directed CHI
F'r‘:'l“' against afficials lor
pllowing deemed universi
thes Vinayaka Mission's re
search Foundation, Salem
Tamil Nadu, IASE Gandhd
Vidya Mandir, Sardarghahr
Rajasthan, JAN Vidyapeeth
Udaipur, Rajusthan and Alla
habad Agriculture Rescarch
Institute, Allahabad to run
B E/B Tech courses through
distance education. [1 also or
dered for cancellation of the
degroes owarded o condickates
alter ncaderric session T000-
05 and recalling of any comse

guer job benefits, !
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Deemed universities can't
offer distance education

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ NewDell oo

THE Supreme Court on Friday restrained all deemed universi-
ties across the country from continuing any distance learning
courses from the next academic year without prior approval of
the regulatory authorities and ordered a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe into granting of retrospective approv-
als to four of them.

The apex court also directed the University Grants Commis-

sion (UGC) to restrain such institutions from using the word
‘University’ within one month.

Ordering a CBI inquiry onto the officials who had
allowed deemed universities to offer the distance
learning courses which was not allowed, the court
also asked the government to constiflite a high-level
committee to examine the functioning of deemed
universities within one month.

«We direct the CBI to carry out thorough investi-
gation into the conduct of the concerned officials who
dealt with the matters and went about the granting per-

missions against the policy and who abused their position
to advance their commercial interest illegally,” the court said.

The Committee may examine the issues indicated above and
suggest a road map for strengthening and setting up of over-
sight and regulatory mechanism in the relevant field of higher
education and allied issues within six months.

The Committee may also suggest oversight mechanism to
regulate the Deemed to be Universities and government may
examine the report and take such action as may be considered
appropriate within one month and apprise the court by August
31, 2018.

The court was hearing a batch of appeals against the deci-
sions of Orissa High Court and Punjab and Haryana HC. /
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