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// Varsities

. face UGC ire
over anlmal
dissections

New Delhi: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has pulled up some varsities
for cenducting animal dis-
sections without registering
with a committee as manda-
ted by the government.

The commission had in
2014 announced discontinua-
tion of animal dissection.

However, following oppo-
sition from academicians
and field experts that it was
reducing practical exposure
of students and turning zoo-
logy into a dead discipline,
the Control and Supervision
of Experiments on Animals
(CPCSEA)was formed.
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The committee working

under the supervision of the’ '

ministry of environment is a
regulatory body facilitating
registration of establish-
ments conducting animal ex-
perimentation or breeding of
animals for this purpose.
Universities running co-
urses in life sciences and zoo-
logy and having facilities for
animal dissection are manda-
ted to register themselves
with the committee to ensure
that the rules are not violated.
“There are still some un-
registered establishments
and varsities conducting
animal research and not
compliant with the guideli-
nes of CPCSEA. They are re-
quired to do so on a priority
bases,” UGC secretary P K
Thakursaidinalettertovice.
chancellors of all varsities.
The VCs have also been asked
to issue instructions to affilia-
ted colleges in thisregard. pmi
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9 REGULATION
Indian government needs to do more
to tackle rising sale of unapproved
antibiotics, according to an analysis by
researchers at the Newcastle University
and Queen Mary University of London. In
India, the sale of antibiotics requiring the
tightest control and regulation is rising the
fastest, warn the researchers. In June
2017, the World Health Organization
(WHO) adopted a new classification for
antibiotics, to combat rising antimicrobial
resistance and preserve the effectiveness
of antibiotics that can be used as a last
resort. The new model comprised three
categories: ‘Key Access’ antibiotics that
should be widely available,
“Watch Group’ that includes
. crtically important
antimicrobials which
—_—" should only be used for
g certain infections, and
‘Reserve Group' antibiotics
for severe circumstances
~ when all alternatives have
failed. The rational use of antibio¥cs is
important to limit antimicrobial resistance.
The call for a2 new medicines act is gaining
momentum from within the country as also
the need for effective implementation of
regulation to ensure rational medicine
prescribing and use.
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9 INCREASING YIELD

Yield gaps in wheat production in
India can be countered with an earlier
sowing date according to a study by a
University of Michigan researcher. Using a
new way to measure wheat yields, the
researcher at the U-M School for
Environment and Sustainability, found that
the wheat yield in eastern Indo-Gangetic
Plains, India's main wheat growing Tegion,
can grow by 110 percent if the best farm
management practices, including earlier
sow dates, are implemented. According to
the study, identifying the causes of gaps
will provide actionable information to
enhance food security which will be
increasingly challenged by climate change,
natural resource degradation and
population growth over the coming
decades. Previous studies have suggested
that wheat yields have stagnated and
rising temperatures could reduce yields by
up to 30 percent by mid-century. By
moving the sow date earlier, even by a
couple of weeks, there could be a big
difference to the yield. / -
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