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/" 519% of Indian women aged 1549 |
anaemic, most in world, says study

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Women's health
inIndinisfacingaserious nut-
ritional challenge, with theeo-
uniry on the one hand grapp-
ling with the largest number
of anaemic women in the
world and on theother having
to deal with diseases tinked to
obesity which israpidly incre-
asing among thefairer sex.
Findings of the new Global
Nutrition Report 2017 place In-
dia at the bottom of the table
with maximum numberof wo-
men impacted with anaemia
in the world, followed by Chi-
na, Pakistan, MNigeria amd In-
donesia. In India, more than
half (51%) of all women of re-
productive age have anaemia,
whereas more than one in five
{m%}c{'adultwumannreuver

1IN 5 INDIAN
WOMEN OBESE’

India above China, Pak,
Nigeria & Indonesia in
terms of no. of women
affected by anaemia

» Globally, 614m women
aged 15-49 hit by condition

16% of adult men and
22% of adult women in
India are overweight

» 2 billion of the world's

T billion people now
averweight or obese

World Health Assembly
(WHA) held in Geneva.
Experts say that while the
government has started to re-
cogrnise the problem of anae-
mlaandundﬂnuutritlunlnw&

presents worse outeomes in
the percentage of reproducti-
ve-age women with anasmia,
and isoff course interms of re-
aching targets for reducing
adult obesity and diabetes.

In 2016, the report showed
that nearly 48% of women in
India were anaemic.“India’s
government is recogmizing
that the country cannot af-
ford inaction on nutrition but
the road ahead is going to be
long. The Global Nutrition
Report highlights that the do-
uble burden of undernutri-
tion and obesity needs to ba
tackled as part of India's na-
tional nutrition strategy For
undernutrition, especially,
major efforts are needed to
closethe inequality gap” said
PurnimaMenon, senior rese-
arch fellow in the Internatio-
nal Food Policy Research In:
stitute 's South Asla

high anaemia burden in India.
“Only nutrition cannot add-
riess the problem. Poor hygiene
is a major cause for anaemia
because it prevents absorption
of nutrition,” said DrIndu Ta-
neja, senior consultant, obstet-
rics & gynaecology at Fortis
Escorts Hospital. “Low aware-
ness, Hliteracy and the practi-
ceaf putting the family before
selfl when it comes to careare
factors that often deter women
in India from taking proper
nutrition and careforthemsel-
ves leading to anaemia.”™

“The impact can be severe
at times, especially when it
happens in the child-bearing
age," shesaid. Ansemis among
women in the reproductive age
often leads to health issues n
the mother as well a5 the child.
While such women are prone to
infection and my need blood

during
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Health insurance scheme ailing as
number of states covered falls to 15

RTI Query Reveals K'taka Among Takers | New Programme Yet To Be Launched
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1ISc, deemed varsities
may need AICTE okay

Pg.No.04

for technical courses

Prakash Kumar

MNEW DELHI: The Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bengaluru,
and other Government and
private deemed universities
offering regular technical
programmes may haveto
seek fresh approval from the
All India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE) to
continue.

It's the fallout of the recent
Supreme Court verdict, which
banned offering of technical
education through open and
distance learning mode. The
apex court order also brought
all deemed-to-be-universities
offering technical education
under the jurisdiction of the Al-
CTE, official sources told DF.

“Technically, IISc is now
required to seek approval of
the AICTE following the apex
court'’s verdict the premier sci-
ence institution is adeemed-to-
be-university,” they added.

The Ministry of Human Re-
source Development (HRID)
has decided to issue a directive
to the university grants com-
mission (UGC) and the AICTE
to amend the existing regula-
tions for deemed-to-be-uni-
versities or formulate a new to
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Officials sources in New Delhi said l1Sc is now required to seek
approval of the AICTE following the apex court’s verdict the
premier science institution is adeemed-to-be-university.

bring those offering technical
programmes under the juris-
diction of the AICTE,

“To bail out the 11S¢ and oth-
ersimilar institutions of repute
from the requirement of ges-
ting a fresh approval from the
AICTE, the revised regulations
may include a provision stipu-
lating for granting an exemp-
tion to institutions with 3.5 and
above NAAC accreditation,”
sources saicd,

The institutions which have
figured in the list of top-500
higher educational institutions
in the world may also be ex-
empted from the requirement
of getting fresh approvals from

the AICTE.

The Ministry will soon issue
a directive to the regulatory
bodies to come up with revised
regulations or new regulations
for the deemed-to-be-univer-
sities offering technical pro-
grammes, sources added.

Following the apex court's
verdict, the Ministry is also in
process of constituting a three-
member committee to prepare
a road map “for strengthening
and setting up of oversight and
regulatory mechanism in the
relevant field of higher educa-
tion and allied issues within six
months.”
DH News Service
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