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Bengalurn: The Comimion
Entrance Test (CET) to
professional courses in Kar
nataka will be conducted on
April 18 and 18, 218

The Karnataka Examin
ntlons Authority (KEA) an-
nerunced the timetabie for the
tesi alopg with the dates,
whilch have been scdbvanced by
1Gdnvs compared (0 lnst year

The examination s a gate
wny for cnndidates seaking
simission (o enginesring
technology farm sclence, vt
erinary, animal husbandry,
sgriculiure, sericuliure,
home science; Pharma and
AYLUSH cournes

KEA officials sald the list
of oentres and number of
sepis avallable would be an
nounced in Decomber. They
milided that there wouldn't be
many changes in the number
ol senis across courses for the
upooming enmiment period

Laust ywar, 180,508 students
appemred for the two-dny test

KNOW THE TIMETABLE

Apeil 18 | Wednesday | 10.30am to 11.50am | Biology | 80

Apefl 18 | Wednesday | 2.30pm to 3.50pm

Mathematics| 60

| April 19 | Thursday | 10.30am to 11.508m | Physics &

| April 19 | Thursday

2.30pm o 1.50pm

| Chemistry | &0

whiich was haldon May 2 and 3
The test was conducted in 404
centres across the state, in
cluding 82 In Bengaluru
Dates not
According to the provisional
timetable announeed by the
pre-university board, 1 PU
exams will begin on March 1
2018 and goon till March 16,
Dates for this examin.
ation too have been ndvanced
by n week; last year it had
commenced on March 8

While state nssembly slec
tiona are schoeduled for April
May next year. the state
bosrd and KEA are oertaln
that students wouldn't be in
oconvenienced

While the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CRSE
class 12)and the Indian School
Certificate (I5C cliss LI exam
dates are yet o be announoed
associatims of the boards in
Bengaluru sakd the polls
shoritldn't impact exoms.
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doctors must talk

Indian Medical Association’s decision to protest

l proposed amendments to the Karnataka Private
Medical Establishments Act, 2007, by calling for

a shut-down of out-patient departments of private hos-
pitals in Karnataka recently was an irresponsible one.
Thousandsof patientshad to return home without treat-
ment, thanks to the OPD shut-down across the state. Not
only did this cause patients immense hardship, there
were even incidents of patients dying. A man in Ballari,
who suffered a heart attack, was rushed to a private hos-
pital butsinceits OPDwas closed he had tobemoved toa
government hospital. Denied timely treatment, he died
enroute. Itisunfortunatethat the IMA andsome 45,000
private hospitals chose to protest in a way that harmed
the health and well-being of patients, the very people
they are supposed to be protecting by providing medical
treatment. Surely, theycouldhave foundaless damaging
and more imaginative way to publicise their grievances.
Those grievances arise from the fear that under the
Karnataka Private Medical Establishments (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2017, the state government will have more

- power to regulate doctors' fees and cost of treatments at

private hospitals. This is welcome. That private hospitals
fleece patients, forcing many into debt, is well-known.
Governmentinterventionin thismatterwaslongoverdue
and is a step in the right direction. The proposed legisla-
tion also aims at making doctors more accountable; it
calls for punishment in the event of the doctor making
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(OO mistakes. Doctors havenppnsed
ey this, arguing that mistakes made
W in the course of treatment are not
deliberate. They have also pointed
out that legal action against erring
doctors will end up wasting the lat-
= ter'stimeastheywill have toattend

| court hearings. These are flimsy
| excuses. However, private doctors
and hospitals are right in pointing
out that the proposed legislation
should cover government hospitals
aswell. The Justice Sen panel which
wrote up the reforms for medical
establishmentsin the state had rec-
T ommended inclusion of govern-

S ment hospitalsand doctors.

The governmentis not providing quality healthcare to
people,andcannotonitsown meet thedemand for it. Itis
hypocritical that it expects private hospitals and doctors
to pull up their socks while its own hospitals languish. At
atimewhen there isashortage of quality healtheare, the
privatesectorisplayingavital role. Itisthe government’s
duty to protect the interests of the public at large, but

Private hos-
pitals play a
vitalrole in
healthcare

it cannot do so without addressing the concerns of the  * -

/

private hospitals and doctors, too,
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