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” Med seats scam:
SC bench to rule
on role of judges

"I““he Supreme Court on
Thursday setupa bench
of the five most senior judg-
es to examine if a retired
CJlI-supervised special in-
vestigation team probe was
reqguired into allegations
thatmiddlemen were in nex-
us with some judges of the
higher judiciary in a racket
to fix judicial orders to en-
able admissions into medi-
cal colleges debarred from
admitting students. P15

Pg.No.01

Page - 1



THE TIMES OF INDIA.

Alleged nexus
linking judges
to middiemen
on SC’s radar

DPhananjay Mahapatra &
Amit Anand Choudhary | Tnn

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday set up a
bench of five most senior
judges to examine whether a
retired CJI-supervised Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT)
probe was required into alle-
gations that middlemen were
in nexus with certain judges
of the higher judiciary in a
rackettofixjudicial ordersto
enable admissions into medi-
cal colleges debarred from
admittingstudentsforlack of
infrastructure.

The unusual develop-
ment followed the sensation-
alallegation levelled by advo-
cate-petitioner Kamini Jais-
wal that the scandal of medi-
cal admissions being probed
by the CBI involved SC and
HC judges. A bench of Justic-
es J Chelameswar and S Ab-
dul Nazeer agreed to hear the
case within two hours of it
being mentioned by senior
advocate Dushyant Dave for
urgent hearing, sending rip-
ples of excitement through
the apex court corridors.

There was unprecedented
drama as word spread that
Justice Chelameswar had de-
cided to hear a petition mak-
ing allegations against the

CJIat12.45 pm. The suspense

heightened, as a.five-judge
constitution bench headed
by the CJI, which was hear-
ing the fight between the
AAP government and the
Centre, got up at 12.15 pm, a
good 45 minutes before the
lunch break.
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“ Doctors’ protest prompts govt to

review medical establishments bill

Govt employees are entitled
to 87 holidays in 2018

Times Nows Nerwonx

Bengaluru: Under pressuroe
from private hospital manage-
maonts nnd doctors, the govern-
maent decided to soft-pedal a
few contentlous provisions in
the proposed Karnataka Pri-
vate Meadicnl Establishmonts
{Amendment) Bill, 2017,

Thoe bill, to be passed dor
Ing the Belagavl legislature
session scheduled from No-
vaember 13, mav not be tnken
to its logical end, Law minister

CABINET DECISION

T B .Jayachandra said; “Objec:
tions have beon raised against
the bill, Chief minister Sid-
daramaiah will review its pro-
vigions nnd take a decision.”

Ankod If the governmaont
has chosen to go alow on the
bill following the doctors’
strike last woek, Javachandra
anid: “We are not scared. But
o few cabinet membors also
oxprossed reservatlons about
the proposod bill and felt we
should not act in haste, par-
ticularly with regard to cer-
taln provislons such as the
sotting up of griovance roedros-

sal committees or local inapec-
tion committees that can
crack down ngainat hosplitals,
The CM sald he'll review the
bBill with the health minister”

Theoe bill has become a
thorny lssue for the govern-
ment as health minister
Ramesh Kumar and privatoe
hospitanl managements falled
to ond the doeadlock, While the
miniater mainiains the bill is
vital to protect patients from
being fleeced by private hospl-
tnls nnd doctors, the latter
dubbed it draconlan. The doo.
tors have threatonod to protest
during the logislature seasion,

“The best way (or the gov-
ornmaent to wriggle out of’ the
situation is to buy time, That's
precisoly why the eabinet gave
its in-principle approval to the
bill but left it for the CM to
decide. The bill will either be
put on the back burner or s
provisions will be watered

down,” sources sald.
Jaynochandra aaid; “We
have met a majority of the

doemands. There has boon o
change in our stand too and
some provisions have beon
omitted. We'll incorporate
more changes,"”

High vigil in Kodagu dist

> Continued from page 1

andya pollce have
clamped prohibitory
orders on Srirangn-

patnn, once Tipu's seat of
power, besides Iincroasing
security cover In the town,
which hosta his tomb, pal-
aces and other monumaents.

soecurity has been tight-
enaed in Kodagu distriot as
well, Police have got two pla-
toons of Rapld Action Forcoe
from Colmbatore while thoey
have posted 450 home gunrds,
Jwenty platoons of Cilty

TIPU JAYANTI

Armed Reserve with throe
companles of Rapld Actlon
Force will be deploved in
Mangaluru, Mysura, Kodagu
and Hubballi-Dharwad.

No curb orders in B'luru
Bengaluru comm lasioner T
Suneal Kumar aald he hasan't
yet talken a decision on imple-
manting prohibitory orders
on Friday "I've directed ad-
ditional commissioners and
deputy commissionera of
police nbout proventive stoeps
for Friday,” he said.

» Continued from page 1

g This apart, the numbar
l of holidays declared in
maemory of prominent
personalliies from the state
has increased in recent timaoes,
some of them being Srl Basa-
va.Jayvanti, Maharshi Valmiki

Jayanti and Kanakadasa Jay-

anti, He said if general holi-
days are counted nlong with
second Saturdays and Sun-

1. January 15 (Monday):
Uttarajanya Punya Kala
Sankranti

2. January 26 (Friday):
Republic Day

3. February 13 (Tuesday):
Mahashivaratri

4. March 29 (Thursday):
Mahaveer Jayanti

5. March 30 (Friday): Good Friday
6. April 18 (Wednesday):

Sri Basava Jayanti

7. May 1 (Tuesday): May Day

8. June 16 (Saturday):
Qutub-e-Ramzan

9. August 15 (Wednesday):
Independence Day

10. August 22 {Wednesday):
Bakrid

11. September 13 (Thursday):
Varasiddi Vinayaka Vrata

1Z. bar 21 (Friday):

| Last day of Muharram

days, the total number of
holidays a government am-
ployee ls entitled to in 2018
will be 87 days,

Sources sanild the govern-
ment wanted to reduce the
number of general holldays
but decided ngninst it -

6
Naraka Chaturdasi

20, November 8
Bnllpad.vaml, nlwnll

nn:l.p)l l.'.id Milad
22. November 26 (Monday):
Kanaka Jayanti

23. pecember 25 (Tuesday):
Christmas

The notification does not Include

Chandramma Ugad| (March 18) which

falls on a Sunday, Ambedkar Jayanti
(April 14) on a second Saturday.

If any of the haolldays for the festivals of
the Muslim community notified on the

date do not fall, they may be granted
holiday on the day of observance,

a govarnmaent
entitied to 15
il leave, 10 to

This apart,
employen is
u|¢l.'.* ol C

I|l‘||1'|||l|||;pn||l
departmaent, two restricted
holidays and 60 half-day
leaves In a year,
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Eminence(loE tag has aised
OICRITE among sume of the

institutions
that are i the process of for-
mulating their proposals.

The UGC recem]_}- an-

the 2insti
tonsseetedfor oE, vl aso

recerve a financial assistance of

uptoRs 1,000 crore.
However, the UGC has said

thatitwill efundonly Rs 75lakh

outofRs] crore, tothose instin-

tions that are not selected for
kE

MR Seetharam, Directar of
MS Ramaizh Institute of Tech-
nology (MSRIT), who also hap-

penstobethe Scienceand Tech-
nology minister termed it a5 an
“unfair”practice bythe UIGC.,
“Tvis definitely not fair for
the UGC to collect such 2 hefty
deposit. It hasn't even dlarified
what it will be doing with the
money that is being
and akso why only Rs 75 lakh is
being refunded. The UGC will
end up collecting 2 huge fund
from the rejected institutions,
as thousands of them wil be
applying. The money collected
might be deposited in banks to
accrueinterest. The Centre has
stoppedissuing grants toinstiny-
tions, | suspect that MHRD wil
do something with the interest
amount. They might use the

Same money 1o issue grants to
mstitutions,”he said.

Seetharam said that MSRIT
wasapplying for I, despitethe
reservations. “MHRD used to
do the grading and give the sta-
s I suppose they are stopping

collected, - itnow. Peaple will ook forweard

for grading while applying to
institutions. MSRIT is on the
top, and we want to maintain it
ited purpose, weare
applying"headded.
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scientific Research,
Bengaluru whichis ranked 1 in
the overall ranking of National
Institutional Ranking Frame-
work (NIRF) ranking 2017, oo

scribed fee amount. Sources
said that it might deter the insti-
tution fromapplying for the loE.

Howeser, not 2l institutions
areconcemned abou the deposit
amount. Indian Institute of Sgi-
mll&]&mﬁdﬂmg
Kumar said his institution had
Doreservations about depositing
the application fee.

“TI5c stands a good change at
theloEbecauseofour goodrank-
ing both nationally and interna-
tionally. | can't comment on the
&m'!he{r{mtnbly
wants to limit the applications

10 only serious contenders™he

added
ProfKumarsaidthat IScwas

seems perturbed by the pre- inrhepmcessnffurmulam:g

— —_—
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BUCC whichischarging
Rs 1 crore as fee, has saidit

will refund only Rs 75 lakh to
those institutions that are not
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Cablnet approves 23

general holidays for 2018

BENGALURU: The state Cabi-
net on Thursday approved the
list of general holidays for the
yvear 2018. Aside from second
Saturdays, the government has
sanctioned 23 holidays.

Briefing reporters after the
meeting, Law Minister T B Jay-
achandra said the year 2018
seems to have more number
of general holidays.

On an average there are 18
to 20 general holidaysinayear.
However, most of the general
holidays in 2018 are on non-
Sundays.

Jayachandra said if Sun-
days and second Saturdays
are considered, a government
employee will enjoy 87 days of
holidays that is nearly three
months of holidays.

The list does not include
Chandramana Ugadi (March
18, 2018) which falls on a Sun-
day and Ambedkar Jayanti
(April 14, 2018), which falls on
a second Saturday. Govern-
ment offices will be closed on
all general holidays.

The government has clari-
fied that if Muslim festivals do
not fall on the date notified, the
Muslim fraternity in govern-
ment service will be granted
holiday on the date of obser-
vance of the festival.

List of holidays

January 15 (Monday), Sank-
ranthi festival; January 26
(Friday), Republic Day; Feb-
ruary 13 (Tuesday), Maha Shi-
varathri; March 29 (Thurs-
day), Mahaveer Jayanti;
March 30 (Friday). Good Fri-
day; April 18 (Wednesday), Ba-
sava Jayanti; May 1 (Tuesday),
May Day; June 16 (Saturday),
Kutub-E-Ramzan; August 15
(Wednesday), Independence
Day; August 22 (Wednesday),
Bakrid; September 13 (Thurs-
day), Varasiddhi Vinayaka
Vrata; September 21 (Friday),
L.ast day of Muharram; Oc-
tober 2 (Tuesday), Gandhi
Jayanti; October 8 (Monday),
Mahalaya Amavasye; Octo-
ber 18 (Thursday), Mahana-
vami, Ayudhapuaja; October
19 (Friday), Vijayadashami;
October 24 (Wednesday),
Maharshi Valmiki Jayanti;
November 1 (Thursday), Kan-
nada Rajyotsava; November
6 (Tuesday), Naraka Chatur-
dashi; November 8 (Thurs-
day), Balipadyami, Deepavali;
November 21 (Wednesday),
Eid-Milad: November 26
(Monday), Kanakadasa Jay-
anti; December 25 (Tuesday),
Christmas.

.DH News Service
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‘Relatives forced to carry patient?

Medical superintendents beware |

Circular issued holding top office-bearers responsible for lack of facilities in medical college hospitals

TANU KULKARNI .
RENGALURY

The Medical Education De-
partment has come down
heavily on medical college
hospitals for thelr fallure o
provide basic amenities such
as wheelchairs and stretch-
ers to patients. Medical su-
perintendents of such hos-

pitals will henceforth be held

accountable if the facilithes
are nof provided to patients
and if their relatives are
forced to carry them from
ward to ward or to the labor-
atory for tests.

A clreular lssued by the
department recently direc
ted nurses, doctors, security
and other stall to discharge
their duties properly and en-
sure patients are not glven &
catse o complain.

The move comes a fort-
night after a woman carried
her child 1o the pathology
liboratory, while her relat-
Ives carried an oxygen cylin-
der for her, at the Karnataka
Institute of Medical Sclences
(KiMS), Hubballl. The incid-
et took place when Medical
Education Minister Sharan
Prakash Patll was inspecting

the hospital.

instances
This was not a lone case of
Inefficiency on the part of
medical college hospitals. In
June, an old woman had to
drag her husband on the
floor from the scanning

o

Sorry state: Recently, a woman was forced to carry her child

to the pathology laboratory, while her relatives carried an
onygen cylinder for her, at the Karnataka Institute of Medical
Schences in Hubballl, semassacais

precantionary
need to be taken by hospitals under the
Doctors necd o be alert,

especially in Grses of emergency
A AN PRRLAAR PATH Medical Education Minkise

Leave headquarters with permission

STAFF REPORTER
FERCALITEL

From now on, the
directors and medical
superintendents of
mestical colleges and
hospitals “cannot leave
their headquarters™
without the permission of
the Additional Chief
Secretary of the Medical

room to the ward of McGann
Hospital in Shivamoggs alter
the stalf refused 1o provide a
wheelchair. The departrient
has also pulled up medical

Education Department.

In an order issued in
this connection, the
department has also asboed
the directors to Inform
heads of departments that
they, too, cannot leave
their headquarters without
prior permission.

Al stall and doctons are
expected 1o reside in the

college hospitals for delays
in mobilising staff in case of
emergencles such as road
accidents.

The circular - lssued to

beadquarters of their
medical colleges.
*Those whio do not
reside in their respective
medical college must
immwediately make
arrargiements w e
[there] to avold
disciplinary action.” an
official from the
department sajd.

all the deans and directors
of medical and dental med-
ical colleges as well as super-
speciality hoapitals = has in-
formed the departments

o

alding the casualty section |
during emergencies 1o be
equipped to handle the ad-
ditional load.

“The casualty medical of- |
ficer in all such cases must |

immediately inform the re-

spective director, and the
medical superintendent
must immediately go to the
casualty 1o assess the re-
quirements and take action
to mobilise [resources],” the
circulur stated.

Other points raised In-
clode the need to summon
additional staff when there
is a crisis or emergency. In
such instances, stafl need o
report to the medical col-
leje with the least possible
delay, it sald.

age -
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