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India (MCI), the apex

regulataory body for
medical education. has re-
fused to intervene in the is-
sue of private medical col-
leges in Karnastaksa not pay-
ing MBBS studenits a stipend
doring their one-vear in-
ternship, séaying this was be-
vond its purview. The MCI
was looking intoa complaint
from Karnatakas about mnon-
payment of internship al
lowance. This could mean
crores of rupees being saved
by private colleges. Just one
private college in Karnataka
with 150 seat=s would save Rs
3.6 crore per year given the
fact that the stale govern-
ment mandates Rs 20,000 per
monthas thestipend.

The minutes of the MCI
executive commiitee (EC)
held on September 26 this
vearshow thatthe ECdidnot
approve the Academic Com-
mittee’s recommendation on
the issnes and stated ithat
“Groadunte Medical Educa-
tion (GME) Regulatlons 12997
donot provide for paymentof
stipend to the interns™ and
that the issue was bevond the
purview of thecouncil.

Interestingly, the MCI's
Post Graduate Medical Edua-
cation (PGME)} Regulation
2000 has & clause stipulating
that post-graduate stadents
will be paid the same stipend
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MCI says it can’t make pvt
med colleges pay interns

MCI was hearing a complaint
from a Karnataka student
about n-_:)-nvpayrn-Ent of stipend

as in state governmen t-0win-
ed medical Institutions. No
such clause exists in the
GME rales.

It I not unknown for the
MCI to amend rales where it
fi=zls theneed. For instance, in
24 It proactively changed
the Code of Ethics Regula-
tions 2002 in February 2004 to
take away its own power (o
regulate doctors’  associ-
ations, thus allowing them to
take money A8 sponsorship
from pharma companies. Yet,
despite  several complointe
from hapless MBBS interns
from various states, the coun-
il has not changed the GME
regllations tomake Itmanda-
tory for medical colleges to
pay stipend to them.

Most states with privaie
medical colleges have beaen
grappling with the issue of
many of them paying MBBS
interns or even resident doc-
tors meagre o no stipends.

Many others takea lump-
sum from studenis as “in-
ternship fee” and return
mostof it to them as monthly
stipends, after deducting
hefty amounts as hostel and
mess fees, There have been
several strikes and court
cases as interns feel cheated
since they work long hours
in the hospital with hardly
any days ofl.

MCI president Dr Jayvsh-
res Mehta told TOI that sti-
pend payment was a state
prerogative -and that the
GME repulatioms were “si-
lent on the issue™. The EC
aoverrled theacademiccom-
mitiesa’s recommendations
for stipend to be paid be-
cause it has o take decisions
within the ambit of the regu-
lations, she said.

In most states, privarte ocol-
legges oy wvastly varying
amounts as stipend, often
well below what is stipulated
by the government. In Kerala,
the actual amount paid rang-
&3 from Rs 4.500 0 Rs 12,000
apainst the Rs 20,000 fixed by
the povermment. In Tamil Na-
du, it ranges from Bs 2500 (0
Ks 10,000 though the govern-
ment stipulates Rs 15000, De-
spite many such wviolations
being brought to their noticse,
governments and medical
councils at the states and cen-
tre have turned a blind eve to
these. That appears to have
emboldened some private
medical colleges to altogether
stop pay ing stipend.

Pg.No.11

Page - 1



