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WHO: 10% of drugs sold in
developing world dubious

Estimates
Annual Sales
At $30bn

Tirags News Nevwoun

=1 Ywo WHO reports relea-
sed on Tuesday esti.
mated that roughly
105% of medicines being
sold in Low and Middle Inco-
me countries (LMIC) could be
substandard or falsified.
Hence, they concluded, the si-
ze of the dublous drugs mar
ket in these countries at abo-
ut £30 billlon. However ex.
perts slammed the basis for
these estimates and sald they
\wﬂre grossly exaggerated

While substandard medicines
= have been a matter of concemn in
many countries, several LMIC
members are
concern with the findings

While substandard me-
dicines have been a matter
of concern in many countri-
28, several member states
are expressing concern
withthefindings, especially
the estimation of prevalen.
ce of substandard and falsi-
fied medical products in
LIMC using an “unseienti.
fic methodology™, said a sta-
tement jssued by Third
World Network, a transna-
tional alternative policy
group aimed at strengthe-
ning cooperation among co-

untriesof the Global South.

Of the two reports, one
was on the cases reported to
the WHO's Global Survelllan-
ce and Monitoring System
(GSMS) for dubious drugs
lnunched in July 2013, The ca-
568 reported between 2013 and
2016 were categorised under
various heads such as “falsifi-
ad”, “suspected falsified™,
“substandard”, “diveried",
“stolen”™ and “unlicensed”
meedical products,

However, after the Warld
Health Assembly decided in

2016 to categorize compromi-
sed medicines as “substan-
dard" and “falsifled” and
adopted working definitions
for thesame, the GEMS cases
appear to have been automa.
tically categorized as one of
these two, sald TWN. It poin-
ted out that no break up was
provided of the data captu-
red by GSMS according to
theoriginal categories.

Of the 1,500 products re-
ported to the surveillance sy-
stem in thefirst four vears of
Itsoperation, antibioticsand
antl-malarial drugs account
for about 37%. In the second
study, which was based on
medicine quality sarveys,

medicines for malarin and |
antibiotics accounted for |

64.5% of thesamples.
Full reporton wwuwe tol in
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The Karma Of Cancer
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Cancer leaves us wordless. That’s why we come up with clumsy metaphors to explain it

Amulya Gepalakrishnan & timesgroup com

Himnnta Biswa Sarma,
Ascam health minister,
struggled to explain
his receni throwaway
remarks about cancer
and karma. Only karmic
Justice could make sense of why cancer
strikes one tobacco-chew ing person and
not another, he said, finally backing off
and apalogising.

Biit really, Sarma's explanation was
no worse than any of the other mndom
words we use (0 make sense of cancer
We don't speak aboul cancer in &
matier-of-fact way becauss we don't
know all the facts yet. It's the way people
once spoke of the plague and pestilence,
or of tuberculosis as consamption —
what we don't fully understand is fertile
ground for fear and fantasy

Canoer is stilla bewilderment tomany
patients and their families. It is not a
single capital-C disease, neither its causes
nar its cures have comprehensive
answers vet. [t covers 8 range of diffe-
rent situstions, against which medical
science has made blg breakthroughs
in terms of understanding, lowering
muortality and targeting therapies.

But to the person disgnosed with
cancer, there simply aren’t enough
authoritative answers. You're I=ft wonde-
ring bt voisr o, your errant genes, the
things that might have stressed vou,

Cancer covers a range of situstions.
There ks really no moral to the story, But
through the vears, we have ohscured It
with otrrown clirnsy analogies. Because
there was no satisfying explanation, it
was all nbout description. for centuries.

It's called ‘cancer’. Latin for crab,
becaites a tumour had dug its claws into
you. The kind of cencer you got was
supposed to be meaningfl; Freod was
said to be undone by his own eloguence
when he pot cancer of the mouth. It was
seen as life itselil betraying you, ram-
pantly growing inside vou —a “demonic
pregnancy ™. It is Insulting to a cancer
patiemt, and those who love them, tohave
it made into other people’s worst fears.

What's worse are psvchological
theories of cancer Like loprosy once,

cancer was blomed on the victim. 1t was
cast as @ disease of repressed emotions
anid “melancholy blood™, something that
stalkad childless women or bitter men.
Occasionally canocer itself becomes a
glib metnphor for & disease in the body
politic. When politicians compare racism
or corruption or certaln religions to
cancer, they're usually suggesting some
violent treatment - wrench it out. irradiabe
it, destroy everything in the vicinity
I you or ssmeone you love has cancer,
these metaphors are jarring.
Thewriter Susan Sontag did her best
te demythologise cancer in her essay
‘Mrniess as Metaphor', having experiencesd
it herself. She detafled the ways TB was
also dreaded and romanticised, before
s boine found & way to treat it
Diseases. thought to be multl-
determined (that s, mysterious) have
the widest possibilities as metaphors for
what 1% considered socially or morally
wrong, she pointed out. S0 every éra
brought it own anxieties to besr on
cancer: the Victorians binmed over-

anxieties to bear on cancer

crowding and cities, mather than
tohaono. Recently, we've viewed [t as &
disesge of consumer capitalism rum
amok, worrving about non-stick pans
and artificial sweeteners and hair dyve
and microwaves and cellphones.

This is not to say that known
carcinogens don’t exist, buttheir effects
seem horribly inexact. Without concrete
knowledge about cause and - effect,
avolding cancer Iz a hazy, mazy, fear-
filled affair

We still don’t know enough about
how our genetlcs and surroundings
interact, the reasons driving a renegade

cell, what determines metasiasis, Canoer
research tafks of  genes and cellular
mechanisms going swry, buf cannot
exactly identify what environmental
agents causewhat change, The plotureis
clarifying, but very, very slowlx

These advances are  happening
off-stage anyway When It comes to the
lived experience of canecer, it is aployal
perspectives. An oncologist, s surgeorn, &
geneticist, caregivers and patients -
they all see different parts of the thing
itself. It depends on wour social snd
economic resources; I you're poar with
no fnsurance, eancer spells an entirely
different fate than for those who can
ACcess any treptment.

People often complain about the
military metaphors for cancer; when it
ie & battle to be heavely fought, when
tumours are invaders, when chemothe
rapy is warfare. This Isngusge may
energise some, butreally, it isnot a vilctory
of will-power, and those whose bodies
lose this “fight” are not losers, Others
COmpare cancer o 8 journes an
unexpecied turn, the road o recovery,
forking choices, eto; that's an altogether
different mentsl approsch.

For all the lazy metaphors out thers,
muany cancer patients describe their own
experiences in viwid, urgent ways
There's a rich genre of cancer mamoir;
storyielling seens tobe a natural respones
to illness. The critic Anstole Broyard
wrote his brillisnt book ‘Intoxicated by
my [ness’ as 8 counterpoint tohiscanoers,
& way toresist “dying incliches™.

Many, meny patients have searched
for woreds to pin down sommething essentinl.
Cancer seemed to make them more fully
themselves, “italicise them”, as someons
put it The writer Susan Gubar rejects
the medical jargon she calls “cancerese”,
and makes up her own expressive words
like “peanxiety™ (the dread before s
test result),

Cancer tonches us all, As life expac-
tancy increases, sodothe oddsof cancer:
Kuarma may even beakind orcomforting
thing iosey to the "why me” fealing that
it induces. Or it may be maddening.

Elther way, as long as its workings
remain mysteriouns, it will also be a
strugste for words,

Page - 2



o

Pg.No.06

Q0RT T BT BACTF 30

B5eeD $gdndd 32§50 &@dﬁ QA

" e BgoRdst dorfiled R
riawe © R drivd 3 0,0 el A sugrEbos meyd
14 depadrivd ddpebnsf oyt aref defr(AoRfE)
Srertenivin, sciones uden, sl Mg ond.

cofdar ehchd Jomh oot aF dand
(0] Bdad TaRmn Bavd deeafrrivil, Ciegtug
soogre gRobod aded modd (acho)udubl
| Sodd, osce 20 0

B 2070 we mete urit
W agaamgmmzsg
W | ¢ oy sones o
ke,
g | TR e He A
]
.
)
i

Aoy dmdd  bdold
872 @ e
acibomnabe et ssrive

e Al Alad
#aci2

| eogo sRd dordatd 8.5  ndger
uidodd @mride Baafd darefr edoddency,
schoded Zderrd Dege Hog, soband Heel ugdnvd
aoird st udmﬁagﬂdiann‘: udarr, o
B0 SRkl HiBmd,

335 AT bR WSy
DOt gemrsdns 4o @

Sarmret sk dnadaguaiod. Ban'd
Lacafrely wob, Andtacd Do Beriert

siabd 35 00 dla. b dedd Aried),

o chtaicees S0, doriedach
44500 T eedd dnerfirivig, Brbiidk mpriomnd) add doman zs |

: wm#mmm#:mm

ord ook bauko O3 S

B Tdidos mden sofd shomdr wih-

| wedd g ded ochoeid gl oddd
"m0 Pdor doddge 2007 A mdad
| Qofa- 12,874 Resriv 8 8,995 ek s
warainh 3879 Rerich muodudund

mnaamm 20bd LR et S0k 1,533 Redried 420

ety euddadnnd. ao Mle? 11,522 tebriech, 6600 nekh mddoimnd. |

20174 ﬁﬁ:lﬂzuilad 30, 547 sy lﬁ! 14,264 Ltorivh med e,
ach #e o Sdre Hoploty 2015000 7oA #9d shach

' t ﬁﬁf&gm&iﬂiﬁﬂﬁaﬁ umnmmamumﬁ
t!' B 3 3

oy | 2

Roka 4,528 heswrlé 3 wealspch |

R deedferied So2d, doka,  SodE (R

12999 | 5323

ai 3 e0cded | 3 SRET BReIFE, FRAE 35 TRIC RIS

, RO SA0TF T 06 éc 50 a:ae")

088
Soka 5127 3384
coba(oof) | 1626 | 4T
colld 12,772 | 5563

i i Hl | 14741 ;

| sctta "12874 | 3879
Sobo | 4528 | 3365
| sohoacf) 1533 | 420
| 11522 | 6600

| 30,547 | 14,264




