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TSR HINDU

- DNA profiling pioneer

Lalji Singh is dead

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI '

Eminent scientist and ‘fath-
er of DNA fingerprinting in
India’ Lalji Singh died fol-
lowing a heart attack on
Sunday. He was 70.

Dr. Singh was one of the
leaders in making DNA fin-
gerprinting mainstream in
India, both for research and
for forensic applications.

Based on his work he was
tasked by the government —
in the late 1990s - to esta-
blish the Centre for DNA
Fingerprinting and Diagnos-
tics (CDFD) with a mandate
of making it a nodal centre
for DNA fingerprinting and
diagnostics for all species
and several diseases.

Lalji Singh

Dr. Singh served as a di-
rector at the Centre for Cel-
lular and Molecular Biology
(CCMB) in Hyderabad from
1998 to 2009. He went on to
become Vice Chancellor of

the Banaras Hindu Universi-

ty, his alma mater.
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