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Field day for pvt
medical colleges

Govt to control fees of only 40% seats

Kalyan Ray

HEW DELHIL DMNS: The
proposed Mational Medical
Commission will give pri-
wate medical colleges a free
hand to determine the fees
of 60 seats.

The NMC would decide the
tition charges of the remain
ing seats 10 Snsure meriton-
ous studersts don't miss ot on
medical education because of
o finance.

The commitssion - proposed
24 3 replacement to w scam-
tainted Medical Counal of In-
dian - would also do away with
the annual inspection of new
colleges for five years

permismon would be
only for the establishment

IwrrgEng 0 new imvestment

resdulting w4 Cie i e e
undergraduste and  both of these

bet of

To ensure that the
quality of education
is not diluted as a

quid pro qua, the law
would make an exit
examination must

st

To ensure that the quality
of education is not diluted as
2 quuid pro quo, the law would
make an exit examimation

Anvone passing out from
any medical college would
Iave 1 &t in a national lioent-
ate examination 1o qualify as
a practising doctor. The en-

eligibility cum entrance test
thiat has bevn mandated try the
Centre.

The commission would

Advisory Council

W

enhanced from the frst draft
of the bill, created by an expert

After several rounds of in-
ternal consultations, the num-
ber of members in the com-
messaon has been enhanced ©
25 instead of 20 as originally
council has been converted
into a 64-member body as
agairez 51 i the first draf.

A big diference with the
emsting law s that MCT office
hearers are currently elected
from the state counail, where-
a5 in the proposed strocture. it
i i hybrd one with a primacy
for a selected member. Also,
the prnal provision is & steep
financial one - 10 times the
anrnual tuition fiee - as there
would be no provision to can-
el the beenor of a college.

This is the second attempr
bry the contral government in

. ﬁ:m!ﬁyu:h:rtphnth

for Human Resources for
Heakth Bl 2001, didn't fruc

A s dncmaly
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on procedure poor, say doctors

BENGALURL: Doctors in
the country see a trend of
under-reporting of abor-
tions and the situation in
the state is no different.

Also, people have little
knowledge about the proce-
dure to follow and clinics to
approach for the abortions,
they feel.

The under-reporting
largerly has to do with the
reluctance on the part of the
private hospitals toreport the
terminations of pregnancy
done performed by them.

Dr Rajkumar, deputy di-
rector of family planning,
department of health and
family welfare, feels there
is large under-reporting in
the state as less number of
private hospitals furnish data.

As a result, statistics from
the department of health and
family welfare show that more
abortions are performed in
government hospitals in the
state than the private ones.

Also, the number of govern-
ment hospitals is more than
private hospitals in the state,
said Rajkumar.

He said there is reluctance

_— = -—-..-b..ﬁ.

on the part people to come
forward to report abortions
asthereisastigmaattached to
it. Private hospitals fail to pro-
vide the data and the issues
has to be addressed, he said.
According to a report
released by Lancet journal
recently, the central -
ment has underestimated
the number of abortions in
the country as 7 lakh, while
the report mentions there
were 1.6 crore abortions, in
2015, It said that 73% of the
abortions through medica-
tion {non-surgical abortion in
which a combination of two
pills are used) are outside a
health facility. “Abortions are
definitely under-reported be-
cause many women take pills
in their homes. With over one
crore abortions in the coun-
try, the state should be having
more than 14,000 abortions,”
said Dr Gayathri Karthik, con-
sultant, obstetrics and gynae-
cology, Manipal Hospitals.
“Peaple donot know whothe
serviee are, Even the
deliveries are not getting re-
" said Rajkumar.
Although there are ASHA
workers and other health staff
to create awareness among

Abortionsdata |

Govt hospitals

the public, they fail to explain
everyaspect of pregnancy and
abortion, he said.

He said monitoring and
evaluation has to get better

- S

when it comes to collecting |
data on abortions,
DH News Service
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