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" ED books gynaecologist
under foreign exchange act

Money-Laundering
Angle Being Probed

Bengaluru: The directorate of on-
forcement (ED) has Mied n case
agninst city gynascologist Dr Kam|-
nl Rao under the Forelgn Exchange
Management Act (FEMA)on charg-
& of stashing foreign currency and
other violatlons of forelgn exchange
laws. ED sleuths are also nvestigat
ing possible money lnundering — a
fur more serious charge

Should they find evidence of
monoy laundering Rao could be
booked on criminal charges under
the Prevention of Money Launder:
ing Act (PMLA), FEMA violntions
are a compoundahie offence and the
sccused is linble 16 be Mned three
times the amount of contravention
The PMLA case includes a jafl term.

Rao refused o comment, saying
“It is not proper 1o talk about the in-
oome tax mids ot this podnt of thme |
bave not boen informed about the ED
omse el ther =

Howwver, s source privy to the in-
vestigation claimed ED officials have
encugh evidence to prove FEMA vio-

lathoms. ~Invest lgations are on and the
ED may prosacute the accused if there
is & cnso for money leundering as
well,”™ the-source claimed

Income tax afficials had carried
out searches on two fertility clinics
owned by Rao, who Is the founder
and medical director of Milann IVF
Centre. Seurches were also conduct
od on five other modical disgnostic
centres in Bengalury. During the
searchis — over three davs from No
vembeer 30 — |-T sleuths claimed 1o
hove unerthed a racket in which
doctors were making crores of ru
pees through (llegal commission by
recommending various tests from
the dingnostic centres

A source claimed Income tax offi-

clals had seizgod illegal forelgn cur
rency worth Rs 40 lakh from Rao's
IVF (in virto-fertilisation) centre
Sleuths also claim to have found
about 10 forelgn bank accounts with
déposits running o hundreds of
crores in terms of Indian rupes
“The investigators from ED are
in touch with hanks spread across
the UK snd US,” the source said
“We suspect money lnundering
could have biwmn done just after the

demonetisation of Hs 500 and Rs
LO00 notes and are focusing our in-

vestigntions on that.” he sald
A senlor |-T official said the de
partment had refermod the forelgn &x

change aspect of the case to the ED,
while o separnte imvstigation on the }

Issue of the umocounted money
selrid during the searches Is on
“While the imwstigations by the 1T
department and ED will look iMo two

different issues, we will exchangs

nostes i needid, ™ said the 1T official $
I'T ofMicials clnimed to have :
sorizped about R, 1.4 crore in ossh and

jewellery and bullion exceeding 3.5

kg during the raid on the IVF cen-

tres. They say the labs searchod

yielded an undisclosed income of
over {8100 erore, while the amountol
referTal foe in caseof asinglelabwas
maore than s 200 crorm.
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" Adequate medical colleges, manpower
make hospitalization cheaper in state

@timesgroup,com PERFECT PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TIMES VIEW
Bengalurw: It's home to a high Kamataka having the lowest cost of hospitalization compared |t is flatterin h tzation
number of doctors, nurses and go- ummummmmlpﬁﬂm m;nmﬁmmmnfm
vernment-rur tertiary and super- impact of a perfact public- than mast other states in the
specialty hospitnls; many chari- private-partnership. in ' country, But then, statistics can be
table hospitals and medical oolle- Kamataka, T0%-80% of tertiary 1 decelving. m‘;mmmtmﬂ
gus-cuenrhospiisle and . govern- care is provided by private cheaper medical care is welcome,
ment healih schemes, All this has hospitals and a recent study but It d "t change the widel 4
ensured that hospitalizstion cost conducted by the Karnataka oesh ¥
In Karnataka s the lowest asmong povernment, lIM-Bangalore held perception that long-term
South Indian siates, say private and National Accreditation hospitalization can cause
and government hospital doctors Board for Hospitals and bankruptcy. The demand for cheap,
in Bengaluru. Healthcars Providers showed yet quality, medical care far

The National Health Profile that both government-run and outstrips supply. People are still
2017 by the Central Bureay of He- private hospitals have postponing visits to doctors,
althIntelligence(CBHDrecently g yheigizad 70% cost. While the putting off scans, screenings and
ﬁuwﬂdlhﬂhﬂ:gimﬂmiﬂﬂm relmiburses 40% to 50% of the cost, the rest s taken care  tests and delaying diagnosis. A

Kml “'“J"'“i-“ m"‘“"““ﬂ of by hospitals and donations by eminent personalities, companies,  universal medical care system that
Em areas, mhﬁnm clubs and non-profit ensures quality treatment for all,
M::l.;ﬂ.l'l Pradesh Hrﬂnm Br Alexander ThOMRS| PRESIENT, ASSOCIATION OF HEALTHCARE regardiess of the size of their
rashtra and Telangana, The av- puoens i () * purse, is the need of the hour. 1 =
erage household expenditure,
both medical and non-medical, dated by the Medical Council of  Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardie-  number of medieal and nursing

per haspitalization case |s Rs
12,678 in rural Karnataks and Rs
15001 in urban Karnatsks, In
Goa, it's n whopping Rs 32,211 in
rural areas and R 37,409 n ur-
ban, douhble that of Karnataka’s.

Dr Sudarshan H Ballal, cha-
Irman, Manipal Hosplial, said;
“The state has besn able to achle
v such low hospitalization cost
mostly because we hive a large
number of medical colleges-
cium-hospltals, which nre man-

India to treat @ large number of
patients in general wards ot dis-
counted rates. Also, several go-
vernment health schemes have
reduced the cost.”

“The universal healthcare
schems, envislonad in the Kar
nataka Private Medical Estab.
lishment (KPME) Act, If imple-
mented appropriately for all sia-
keholders, will further lowsr the
cost,"” he added.

Dr C N Manjunath, director,

logy, said: “Karnataks has  large
number of tertiary care and su-
perapecialiy governmeni-run ho-
spitils apart from privame ones, gi-
wing patients the option to mvail of
fpuality treatment at low cost. Pre-
mier Institutes ke Nimhanas, Jay-
adevn and others at the district le
viel have enabled the state 1o hive
low hospitnlization cost.™
Doctors polnted out that mar-
ket forces have reduced the cost
oo, “Not only do we have large

eolleges but also majority of gro-
duating doctors and nurses pre-
fer to work in this state,” Dr Devi
Shetty, chalrman and founder,
MNarayana Health, explained.

“The value of land in Karna-
tnka l& not as high as that [n Del-
hi or Maharashira. This leads
ton large numberof gynaecolo-
gists pnd paediatriclans mo-
vingilotierdandtler2citiesand
opening new hospitals there,”
he polnted out,
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