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" Prof Dhirendra

is the new
UGC chairman

TimeEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Professor Dhi-
rendra Pal Singh took charge
aschairman of the University
Grants Commission on Mon-
day for a period of five years. :

Singh served as director,
National Assessment and Ac-
creditation Council for little
over two years before joining
UGC. The UGC chairman post
had been lying vacant since
April 2017 after the retirement

According to the depart-
ment of personnel and trai-
ning order, Singh has nbout 34
vears of professional experi-
once in different aspects of
evlucational planning and acdl

ministration, institution buil-

ding, teaching and training,
research and development, in-
ternational cooperation,
among others. He has warlked
as vice-chancellor of three
universitios - Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi, Dr Hari
Singh Gour LTniversity, Sagar
and Devi Ahilya University,
Indore.

Singh has contributed aub
atantially in the fields of onvi-
ronmentil sclence, vocatio-
nal education and value edii-
cation through various ncade
mic assignments Iincluding
soveral publications in diffe-
rent forms.

As director, NAAC, Singh
wes I-'IH'I"UII'I!(.‘I'III'IJ in introdu-
cingsteps toenhanoce transp-
rency and objectivity in as-
sessmont and accoreditation
pProcess, rovising BErading sy-
stem toreflect the institutions
perliormarnoe lewels IO Emes
distinctively and strengthe-
ning global connect with Qun-
iy Assurance (A hetworks
and QA bodies of diftTerent
counntirios

xF

of professor Ved Prakash.
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'MEDICOS SET TO INTENSIFY STIR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i T'Puram

THE medicos, who have been on
strike since Sunday, protesting
the Contre’s move to tahle the Na-
tlonal Medical Commission
{NMC) Bill 2017 In the Rajya Sab-
ha, will intensify it, with the In-
dinn Medical Association (IMA)
set o join tt

VA also has called for a strike
on Tuesday and observe it as a
Black Day Nearfy 1,000 studonts
from various medical colleges in
the state jolned the stir, which
started in front of the Raj
Bhavan. The slogan-shouting stu-
dents also extended support to
three medical students - Aswin
Surfith, Ajith Paul and Geethan-
Jali - who have started Indefinite
fast in front of the Raj Bhavan.
IMA State president E K Ummer
had inaugurated it on Sunday

The Medicos Action Council's
state leadership held a meeting
with the national wing through
video-conferencing and a deci-
sion was taken to strongthen the

Students Network state chalr-
man told Express they were not
asking for a complete withdrawal

“If non-elected members get
inducted, then the Central Gov-
ermment can easily contrel it In
the MCI, there were only elected
members from the medical fra-
ternity” said Sabarinathan.

He said the plan to have the
biridge course will definitely di-
Iute medical education’s compe-
tence, Moreover, it will seriously
affect the MBBS students” pros-
pects of getting admitted to the
PG programmes. The medicos
Also guestionad the move to grant
the private medical college man-
agements the fresdom to fix fes in
BO-100 per cent seats, Sabarina-
than said if shortape of doctors
fior rural service was being cited
as the reason, then the onos ison
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protesting In front af Ral Bhavan, in

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Bkozhikods

EVEN as the strike by post-
graduate medical students con-
tinued on Monday, there were
allegations that two women
died at the Kozhikode Medical
College hospital on Sunday ow-
ing to absence of doctors to
treat them. !

s T e
besn formally lodged either at
the police station or at the mad
ical college hospital, the au-
thorities concerned have
launched an inquiry into the
incident based on news re-
ports. [t was on Sunday even-
ing that Annamma, 58, of Pu-
tha Veettil house, Sulthan

Kozhikode: Two patiem—té
die, medical laxity alleged

Batheri, Wayanad, and Kalya-
ni, 83, of Kakkottil, Nagapar.
amb, Kottipuram, Malap-
puram, died at the hospltal.

As per reports, relntives of
the deceased had complained
that the two patients did not re-
oelve treatment on time owing
to doctors” strike

However, the medical college
authorities said the allegations
were baselegs,

Medical College principal Dr
¥ R Rajendran said the strike
has not affected the function-
ing of the hospital as two PG
students each, who are not tak-
Ing part in the strike, have
bean deployed In wards to-en-
sure proper trestment to all
patients.

the government to attract them
by providing them with good sal-
ary and better facilities.

IMaA National Medical Sto-
dents coordinator Srejith ¥ Ku-
mar;, state secrotary N Sulfi and
Thiruvananthapuram branch
president John Panciker will join
the stir on Tuesday

If non-glected mambers get
inducted, than the central

Private Hospitals
Associatlon backs strike

Kochl: The Herala Private Hospitals
Association has come out In
support of the natlonwide strike
called by the IMA on Tuesday In
protest agaknst the Centre's
Mational Medical Council BIL The
12-hour strike will be held from 6
am to & pm and only emergency
casualty services will be avallable
at the hospitals at the time, “We
expect the authorities to listen to
our side of the matter and arrive at
an unblased decision,” said Dr

Varghese Cherian, president. IMA,
Cochin Chapter,

Pg.No.06

TN govt doctors to
boycott work today

[hennai: Government doctors in
Tamil Madu will boycott
autpatient services in hospitals
across the state for an hour on
Tuesday to protest the Centres
National Medical Commission Bill.
Tha protest is planned from 9.30
am to 10.30 am, an office-bearer
of the Tamil Nadu Governmeant
Dactors Association {THGDA)
zald. The National Medical
Commission Bl to replace the
Medical Council of india (MCI)
with a new body, to ensure
transparency, was introducad in
the Lok Sabha on December 29,
amid protest from Congress
members. According to the Bill,
the commission will have
govemment-nominated
chaimman and members and
baard members will be selected
by a search committes

under the Cabinet Secretary.
There will be five elected and

12 ex-officio members in the
panel, TNGDA State Headquarters
Secretary D¢ P Balakrishnan told
PTI: "The existing Medical Council
af India has only medical doctors
as council members and a
similar model should be
incorporated In the new bill

a5 well”

/
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OPD services will be suspended for 12 hours to protest the National Medical Commission Bill

SUMI SUKANYA DUTTA @ New Delhi

OUT-PATIENT department
(OPD) services at many private
hospitals across India are likely
to get affected on Tuesday as the
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) has called for suspending
routine services for 12 hours to
protest the National Medical
Commission (NMC) Bill.

IMA, the largest body of
healthcare professionals that rep-
resents over 2.5 lakh doctors, is
opposing provisions of the NMC
Bill that was tabled in Parliament
last week. It seeks to replace med-
ical education regulator Medical
Council of India with a National
Medical Commission.

The association members met
Union Minister for Health and
Family Welfare J P Nadda on
Monday but called it

“unfruitful”,

“The government has come up
with a pro-rich, anti-poor and
anti-federalism Bill to govern
medical education and bulldoz-
ing an 85-year-old body (MCD
without even holding proper con-
sultations,” said IMA president
Ravi Wankhedkar. “We have no
way but to resort to protest
by deciding not to work to-
morrow. If the govern-
ment manages to get the
Bill cleared in the House
we will hit the streets as it
is totally unacceptable to us
in the present form.”

He added that emergency ser-
vices will function in hospitals,

The minister, said sources, had
told the IMA members that now
that the Bill is in Parliament, it
was better for “country’s repre-
sentatives to decide its fate".

IMA, on the other hand, has
been opposing the NMC bill say-
ing it will “eripple” the function-
ing of medical professionals by
making them completely answer-
able to the bureaucracy and non-
medical administrators,has de-
clared tomorrow a “Black Day”.

It has also written to the Prime

Minister that urging the Bill

be redrafted to protect the

interest of medical
practitioners.

The health ministry is-

sued an advisory asking

all hospitals under the Cen-

tral government to make “nec-

essary arrangements” to ensure

that emergency and healthcare

service are not hit.

IMA, in particular, is opposed
to the fact that the proposed
25-member Commission will be
dominated by the nominated and

ex-officio members as opposed to
the MCI, which mostly has elect-
ed members voted by doctors.
The body is also opposing the pro-
posed licentiate or exit examina-
tion that every MBBS graduate
will have to clear to get a registra-
tion number to practice or to en-
roll for post-graduate
programmes.

The association has also raised
objections to the fact that the Bill
has a provision for letting private
medical colleges fix their fee
(government can fix fees in 40 per
cent of the seats) and add new
seats on their own.

It has also raised its eyebrows
over the short-term Bridge
Course that will allow practition-
ers of homeopathy and other tra-
ditional medicines to practice
modern medicine, saying its like
“legalising quackery”,
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Docs’ strike to hit outpatient
services in govt, pvt hospitals

BENGALURU/HUBBALLI,
DOHNS: Outpatient services
inprivate and government
hospitals inthe state are
likely to be hit on Tuesday
due to the protest by doctors
against the National Medical
Commission (NMC) BilL.
Routine services will be
closed from six in the morning
tosixin the evening,
However, operation thea-
tres, casuality and other emer-
gency services will continue.
The NMC Bill was tabled
in Parliament on Friday and
seeks to replace MCI (Medi-
cal Council of India) and also
allows practitioners of alter-
native medicines, such as ho-
moenp and avurveda, to
practise allopathy afier com-
pleting a “bridge course™,
“We will close outpatient
SeTVices to send out a message
that the Bill is draconian,” said
Dr B Veeranna, secretary,
Indian Medical Association,

Bengaluru.

In Hubballi, the Hubballi
unit of the IMA staged a pro-
test before the tahsildar's of-
fice and submitted a memo-
randum,

IMA Hubballi unit president
Dr G B Sathoora said outpa-
tient departments will remain
closed on Tuesday.

In Bengaluru, around 200
medical students under the
Karnataka Medical Students
and Youth Doctors Associa-

Secondstrike
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WHAT WILL BEHIT
Outpatient and routine
services in govt, pvt
haspitals from 6 am to 6 pm

T T .

| e, e Ny P T R
B ol Bkt 118 B
- -

i
Tt Ao

Operation theatres,
casuality and other
EMErgency services

®Doctors opposing | Under the Bill AYUSH | ®Doctors
NMC Bill whichwill| docscancomeunder | aisooppose

Council of India

tion gathered on Monday to
hold a protest. The protestwas
staged by students from both
private and government medi-
cal institutions.

“We want the central gov-
ernment 1o recansider the Na-
tonal Medical Commission
Bill. The amendments should
be in favour of doctors,” Dr
Bharath Kumar, president,
Karnataka Medical Students
and Youth Doctors Associa-
tion.

Headded that the exit exam
introducedin the Billisnot jus-
tified. To clear one more exam
after four years of graduation
i5 8 burden on the students,
he said.

Among other concerns
raised by the doctors is inclu-

bridge course

exitexam
Inthe Bill

sion of AYUSH (ayurveda,
unamni, siddaand ho
under the proposed NMC. Dr
Kumarsaid a six-month bridge
course for AYUSH profession-
als canniot be equated to four
years of medical education,

“IAYUSHisbroughtunder
NMC, anyone can take up the
profession,” said Dr Kumar.

He said bringing AYUSH
practitioners under NMC wil
spell doom for not only the
modern medical profession
but also the health of the pub-
lic.

Dr Veeranna said appoint-
ment of members to the com-
mission is not by election, but

rather by nomination by the

Union government.
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Indian Medical
Association calls
for strike today

Protest over replacement of
Medical Council of India

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Servicesin
private hospitals are likely
to be affected today with the
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) asking doctors to pro-
test against a controversial
bill that seeks to replace the
‘corruption-ridden’ Medical
Council of India(MCi).

“The MNational Medical
Commission Bill (NMC) in
the present form is not ac-
ceptable. It is anti-poor, anti-
people, non-representative,
undemocratic and anti-federal
incharacter. The IMA declares
closure of all routine services
for12hours from 6 AM to 6 PM
Tuesday across the country,”
newly-appointed IMA national
president Dr. Ravi Wankhed-
kar said.

India’s largest association
of doctors was against the
proposed law that aims to re-
place the MCI with the NMC
under which four autono-
mous boards would carry out
the regulatory issues dealing
with undergraduate and post-
graduate education; medical
education infrastructure and
registration of doctors and
medical ethics. .

BRY Vv Ry o

The bill was introdueced in
the Lok Sabha last Friday and
is likely to be debated in the
next four days, though some
of the Opposition parties are
in the favour of getting the bill
reviewed again through a Par-
liamentary committee.

*Medical educarion is atthe
core of the access to quality
healthcare, butvarious bottle-
necks have crept into the sys-
tem with serious detrimental
effects on medical education,
andbyimplication on the deliv-
ery of guality health services,”
the bill states in its statement
of objectand reason.

*The Indian Medical Coun-
cil Act, 1956, which was en-

acted to provide asolid founda- |

tion for the growth of medical
educationintheearly decades,
has not kept pace with time,”
says the hill.

IMA, however, is not the
only medical body opposing
the bill. Alliance of Doctors for
Ethical Healthcare too decries
the NMC bill asa remedy to the
scam-tainted MCI, because
of the bureaucratic top-down
structure of the proposed com-
mission.
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