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Doctors call off strike
after govt. defers Bill

It will go now to Standing Committee

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI
The Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) called off its 12-
hour strike on Tuesday after
the government referred the
controversial National Medi-
cal Commission (NMC) Bill,
tabled in the Lok Sabha, toa
Standing Committee.
The strike was to have
lasted from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and doctors, who were
members of the IMA and its
associated bodies, were to
boycott out-patient depart-
ments. “The strike is called

. off as the Bill has been de-

ferred,” said K.K. Aggarwal,
former president, IMA.
“Our next step would be to
convince the Committee of
the many flaws in the Bill.”
The National Medical
Commission Bill, 2017, seeks
to replace the Medical
Council of India (MCI) with a
new body. Parliamentary Af-

fairs Minister Ananth Kumar

said the Bill had been re-
ferred to the Standing Com-
mittee.
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He requested the Chair to
ask the panel to give its re-
commendation prior to the
Budget session, even as
Health Minister J.P. Nadda
told the Rajya Sabha that the
NMC would be “beneficial to
the medical profession.”
The Bill proposes a go-
vernment-nominated chair-
man and members, who will
be selected by a committee
under the Cabinet Secre-
tary. The medical fraternity
is opposing the clause, fear-
ing that the body would ef-
fectively be run by the go-
vernment. The Bill also
allows practitioners of Ayur-
veda and other traditional
Indian systems of medicine
the licence to prescribe allo-
\Pathic drugs after they have

passed a ‘bridge course.’

In its current form, the
Bill does away with the MCI
and brings in a national li-
centiate examination.

The government claims
that the :Bill will ease the
processes for colleges to
manage undergraduate and
postgraduate courses. Ear-
lier, the MCI’s approval was
needed for establishing, re-
newing, recognising and in-
creasing seats in an under-
graduate course.

The IMA said the NMC
would not be “national” as it
did not represent all States.
In its merging of Ayush with
modern medicine, it posed
a potential threat to patients
and was as risky as an un-
tested medical “trial.”
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