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Not a NEET idea to
factor in State board
syllabi, say students

SUMI SUKANYA DUTTA i New Delhi

STUDENTS, parents and teach-
oers from various parts of the
country have written to the Un-
lon government against its decl-
aion to rejig the syllabus for the
Mational Hiigibility and En-
trance Test (NEET)
less than 100 davs be-
fore the examination.
Prakaah Javadelkar
Linion Minister for Hu-
man Resourees Deavelop-
ment, in an interview
with The New Indian
Express on Wednosday
had said that firom this
year, all State syllabi
will be taken Into con-

Hundreds of aspiring medical
praciitioners and thelr guardians
are now aaying thoat the Centre's
decision to make significant
changes in the syllabus s “politi
cally motivated® and has crented
"panic and confusion”™ in their
minds. 1 suspect that the govern-
mant has now come up
with the den to appoanss
some student groups
and political parties in
southorn states, par
ticularly Tamil Nadu,
which had seen strong
antl-NEET protosts last
yoear,” Amit Gupta, a
teacher in Kota, Ra-
Jasthan, who had last
yvoar challenged the

sideration while pre- w“'""“::“‘“% Contre's decision to fix
paring examination m.us':“ '|“":""m"" nan upper age limit for

papers forr NEET - the hile T gt

teat for’ satranos ko lll-lll.:lmnlnirﬂh Supreme Court,
ET =6 that

courses. - nm of State

MBBES and dental

NEET aspirants in tho
tolcd
this newspoaperr

He added, “While cur-

This, the minister, boards are not at ricula in some stotes 1s
had said was being any disadvantage based on the CBSE pat-

dons In the wake of
protestas by some
fitntos, since studoenta
belonging to State
boards feel they were
it a disadvantage because the
MNEET syllabus is basod on tho
Ceantral Board of Sscondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) pattern.

o Wi

tern, syllabl of stntes

Prakash lavadekar, Like West Bengal, Tamil
In an intenviaw to TVIE Madu and Maharashtra

are up to 40 per cont Jdir-

ferent and i all those

different portions wore taken into

account for NEET papors, most

students — even non-CRSE onoes
will be in for n major shockc,”™
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MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGHS SPELL HOPE, BUST MYTH

mmsos SlNGlE blood test

tospot 8 cancers

Found To Be70%
Accurate In Study
On 1,005 People

Miami: A new blood test for cancer
has shown promise towards detec.
ting eight different kinds of tumours
before thev have spread elsewhere in
the body offering hope of early detec-
tion, researchers said on Thursday

Further study is needed before the
test — called CancetrSEEK — can be
made widely available for its projec-
ted cost of about 8500 (approx. Rs
32.000), said the report in the journal
‘Science’. The study, led by resear-
chers at Johns Hopkins University,
involved 1,005 patients whose cancer
— already prediagnosed based on
their symptoms — was detected with
an accuracy of about 70% overall.

Cancers were detected in the ova-
ries, liver, stomach, pancreas, esop-
hagus, colon, lung and breast.

For five of these cancer types —
ovary, liver, stomach, pancreas and
esophagus —therearenoscreening
tests available for people of average
risk. The test was able to detect the-
s& five with a sensitivity range of
9% to ﬂqn -

In 83% of the cases, the test was
even ahle to narrow down where the
cancer was anatomically located.

The test is non-invasive and ba-
sed on combined analysis of DNA
mutations in 16 cancer genes as well
as the levels of 10 circulating prote-
in biomarkers.

“Theultimate goal of CancerSE-
EK is todetect the cancer even befo-
re the disease becomes symptoma-
tic,” said the report.

Outside experts said more rese-
arch is needed to uncover the true
accuracy of the test.

“This looks promising but with
several caveats, and a significant
amount of further research is nes-
ded before we can even contemplate
how this might play out in scree-
ning settings,” said Mangesh Tho-
rat, deputy director of the BartsCli-
nical Trials Unit at Queen Mary
University of London. “The sensiti-
vity of the test in stage | cancer is
quite low, about 40%, and even with
stage [and I1 combined it appearsto
be around 60% . So the test will still
miss a large proportion of cancers
at the stage where we want to diag-
nose them,™ he added.

Nicholas Turner. professor of
molecular oncology at the Institu-
te of Cancer Research, London, po-
inted out that the test"s1% false po-
sitive rate may sound low but “co-
uld be gquite a concern for popula-
tion screening”. ar

Flu patients’
breath enough
to spread
infection

Washington:We may passthe
flu to others just by breathing
around them, according to a
study that contradicts the be-
lief that people can only catch
the influenza virus by exposu-
retodroplets from an infected
person’s coughs or sneezes.

“We found that flu (pati-
ents) contaminated the air
around them with infectious
virusjust by breathing, witho-
utcoughingorsneezing,” said
Donald Milton of the Univer-
sityof Maryland, US.

“People with the flu gene-
rate infectious asrosols (tiny
droplets that stay suspended
in the air for a long time) even
when they are not coughing.
and especially during the first
days of illness. So when some-
one is coming down with in-
fluenza, they should go home
and not remain in the work-
place and infect others,” said
Milton, lead researcher of the
study, which was published in
the "Proceedings of the Natio-.
nal Academy of Sciences’.

The researchers characte-
rised influenza virus in exha-
led breath from 142 confirmed
cases of people with influen-
za, and assessed the infectivi-
ty of naturally occurring in-
fluenza aerosols.

Sheryl Ehrman of San Jose
public spaces could make a dif-

ference in the spread of thein-
fluenza virus. sm -
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