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Not CET, its NEET for Ayush courses from this year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BBengalury
IT is official now. Under-gradu-
ate seat aspirants for Ayuch
courses in the state will have to
appear for the National Eligibil-
ity cum Entrance Test (NEET)
from this year

The Karnataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) has announced
this decision taken by the state
Department of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare following the deci-
sion taken by the Union Minis-
try of Ayush.

Based on this, KEA has not in-

cluded Ayush courses in the ap- » Unani and Homoeopathy,

plications released for Common
Entrance Test (CET) 2018. As per
KEA, “Candidates who are will-
ing to do Ayush courses must
register with NEET, and KEA
will not conduct tests for Ayush
courses from 2018.”

As per the announcement by
KEA on its website, “Admission
to Ayush courses in both gov-
ernment and private Ayush col-
leges will be made according to
NEET ranking of the students
from the academic year 2018-
19.” Ayush courses cover Ayur-
veda, Yoga and Naturopathy,

The Union Ayush Ministry
had announced conducting
NEET for Ayush courses a year
ago, in the academic year 2017-
18, but it had not been accepted
by several states. So its imple-
mentation was postponed to
2018-19.

Noroom for 0Cland

PI0 candidates

Candidates from Oversees Citi-
zen of India (OCI)and Person of
Indian Origin (PIO) categories
cannot enrol for CET. For CET
2017, these candidates were al-

lowed to participate in counsel-
ling and were also allowed to
take seats allotted under the pri-
vate quota, apart from 15 per
cent seats reserved for NRI
quota.

When asked, the officials from
state Higher Education Depart-
ment clarified that last year this
was done following a High Court
order. “During CET 2017 we al-
lowed them because there was a
court order and as there is no
amendments to the KEA Act, we
need an court order again to al-
low them this year,” said an
official.

‘ Important dates of CET

' Online applications accepted
| from February 1to 26

Last date to pay application
fee - February 28

Download admission ticket on
April 10 chh

CET will be held on April 18
and19

Kannada language test for
Horanadu-Gadinadu
- candidates on April 24
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NEET-PG: MBBS
score criterion for
breaking tie

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

THE National Board of Ex-
amination has decided to
make MBBS marks as a crite-
rion for tie-breaking of candi-
dates and publishing a final
merit list for National En-
trance and Eligibility Test
(NEET)-PG, days

after it published
the resulis. Q
About 1.3 lakh

NBE has givena
one-time final

MBES doctors had
appeared for

NEET-PG and All India Post
Graduat® Medical Entrance
Examination, where only
date of birth was utilised asa
tie-breaking criteria. Due to
candidates making incorrect
MBBS mark entries in the on-
line application form, and in
order to ensure that the tie-
breaking is accurate, NBE
has given a one-
time final opportu-
nity to all the ap-
plicants to make
corrections in
their MBBS marks

NEET-PG, 2017, to opportunity to all through the online

compete for PG ad- the applicants to portal and submit
missions in medi- make corrections in their scanned

cal colleges across their MBBS marks MBBS profession-

the country in the

through the online
portal and submit

al mark sheets as a

academic session their scanned MBBs Proof of the same

2018-19. Their re-

for the purpose of

fessi
sults were declared ,mﬁ‘::: mfzf verification,” the
on January 23, the same statement read.

A statement re-
leased by the NBE,
under the Union
Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, said that in the
results, the board has provid-
ed the marks obtained by
each candidate, but tie-break-
ing of the candidates having
same marks and same num-
ber of correct responses in
NEET-PG 2018 shall be done
on the basis of marks ob-
tained in the MBBS profes-
sional exams.

“This is unlike previous

NBE statement

The board also
said that it has re-
ceived complaints
that touts or agents are allur-
ing and misleading the candi-
dates to help them in securing
a good merit position or
marks in lieu of money.

“NBE has taken this very
seriously and has filed a com-
plaint with the cyber cell and
crime branch of the Delhi Po-
lice. Candidates are cau-
tioned not to be misled by any
such false and bogus claims,”
the board clarified.
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NMC Bill:

TANU KULKARNI
HENGALURU

Medical Education Minister
Sharanprakash  Patil has
raised objections to the Na-
tional Medical Commission
Bill (NMC), 2017, particularly
the proposal to conduct un-
iform exit exams for medical
students. He plans to take it
up with the Centre.

The Minister told The Hin-

du that he was not in favour of

the National Licentiate Exami-
nation, which was required
for graduating students if they
wanted to obtain licence as
medical practitioners in the
State register or national re-
gister. “These students would
have already written the Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test and other exami-
nations during their course.
What is the need for another
exam? This does not make

o
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Exit exam proposal
for medical students opposed

This doesn’t make sense particularly when there is shortage of doctors: Patil

These students would
have already written NEET
and other examinations
during their course. What
is the need for another

exam?
SHARAMPRANASH PATIL
Medical Education Minister

sense particularly when there
is shortage of doctors,” he
said.

Bharath Kumar D., presi-
dent, Karnataka Medical Stu-
dents' and Young Doctors' As-
sociation, said: “Many
students will need to be eco-
nomically independent after
their MBBS course. So we op-
pose the exit examination
that will cause unnecessary
stress on students,” he said.

The Minister said he was
against courses proposed in
the Bill, which aimed at deve-

loping “bridges across various
systems of medicine and pro-
moting medical pluralism.”
The Bill states that a joint sit-
ting of all members would ap-
prove specific educational
modules or programmes that
may be introduced in under-
graduate or postgraduate
courses across medical
systems.

Several students have also
raised objection to one of the
clauses in the Bill, which

. states that fees would be fixed
for 40% of the seats in private F

-
medical institutions and
deemed universities.

Ravinandan B.B., vice-pre-
sident of All India Democratic
Students’ Organisation (AlD-
S0O) said that students would
be put to hardship. “Other
than the 40% quota seats
whose fee is decided by the
government, the colleges may
fix arbitrary fees for other
seats causing inconvenience
to students by making medi-
cal education unaffordable,”
he said.

Dr. Patil also said that he
was not in favour of the move
as States like Karnataka were
already fixing fees for nearly
80% of the total seats in priv-
ate medical colleges.

The Bill, introduced in the
winter session of Parliament,
has been referred to a stand-
ing committee after criticism

_Arom various quarters.

Page - 3



THESU&® HINDU

15% fee hike likely for
PG medical. dentcal seats

Colleges demand 509 increase

STAFF REPORTER
BEMNGGALLIRL
Students aspiring for a seat in
postgraduate medical and
dental courses may have to
brace themselves for a 15%
fee hike for the 2018-19 aca-
demic yvear.
' Private medical college
managements, however, are
unhappy with this, as they
have been demanding a 50%
increase in government and
institutional quota seats. On
Wednesday, private medical
colleges had a meeting with
government representatives,
but it was inconclusive.
Medical Education Minis-
ter Sharanprakash Patil said:
“Private college associations
are demanding a higher hike.
However, we cannot allow
anything more than 15%5."

M.R. Jayaram, chairman of

the Professional Colleges
Foundation, said in all likeli-
hood, private college man-
agements will hold an inter-

nal meeting and agree to the
1526 hike. “"As this is an elec-
tion year, the government is
adamant that it will not
budge from its stand. We will
take a decision next week,”
he said.

In Karnataka, medical col-
lege fee is less when com-
pared to other States. In the
last academic year, the fee for
a PG medical seat in govern-
ment quota was I4.4 lakh
and for institutional guota
T6.6 lakh. The corresponding
figures for a dental seat was
T2.25 lakh for government
quota and ¥T3.52 lakh for insti-
tutional guota. :

Students, however, are
worrtied about the hike. “Just
because other States have
high fees does not mean that
we should follow the same
route. The State government
should rethink the 1526 hike,”
said a student who hopes to
compete for a PG seat next
vear.
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NEET must for AYUSH aspirants

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Candidates aspiring for seats
in AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga
and Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and Homoeopathy)
courses will have to appear
for the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test
(NEET)-2018.

Sources in the Department
of Health and Family Welfare
said the State government has
issued an order. The decision
was taken after the Central
Council of Indian Medicine is-
sued letters to Chief Secretar-
ies and Health Secretaries of
all States that NEET would be
the single entrance test for

.................................................
.................................................

.................................................

® File online applications
between February 1 and 26

® Last date to pay application
fee - February 28

® Download admission ticket
on April 10

W Test is on April 18 and 19

.................................................
.................................................

AYUSH courses as well (be-

sides medical and dental).

Last academic year (2017-18),
all government college seats;
20% seats in private unaided
colleges, and 80% seats in aid-
ed colleges were filled
through CET. From the 2018-

filled through NEET.

The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority has opened
online applications for the
CET-2018. KEA reiterated that
AYUSH aspirants should ap-
pear for NEET and not CET.

Meanwhile, Persons of In-
dian Origin and Overseas Citi-
zen of India have not been al-
lowed to appear for CET. Last
year, many of them were able
to register for CET after the
High Court intervened. “The
Act governing the counselling
process has not been amend-
ed. So, we cannot allow them
to appear for CET,” a senior
KEA official said.
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