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varsity standards to global levels

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Union government has come
up with new guidelines that
would push 20 Indian univer-
sities to attain world standards.

Union Minister for Human
Resource Development
Prakash Javadekar said that
there are several universities
even from Singapore that have
made it to the top 20. In the
past, India has had world-class
universities like Nalanda. “We
have to raise our universities to
the same standards. Hence, 10
private and 10 government uni-
versities would be chosen for
;‘this. They will be selected based

on their vision, action plan, ex-
perience and the people in-
volved,” he said.

Several challenges that
NRI students faced were also
discussed during the session.
The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) is in the process
of gathering data of about 6.5
lakh NRI students, according
to Vani Rao, Joint Secretary,
MEA. This database would
have details of students’ de-
grees, the courses they pur-
sue and duration. “The web-
site with details would later
be used to issue advisories to
students regarding any

frauds,” she added.

Among the other chal-
lenges, students said that In-
dian universities ought to
merge their academic dura-
tion with universities across
the world to avoid confusion.
They also wanted NRI stu-
dents to be spared of writing
competitive exams in India.

They also voiced concerns
pertaining to visa extensions.
“Sometimes, the duration of
the course does not match the
visa validity period. MEA
must ensure the visa validity
is the same as that of the
course,” they said.
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