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Aadhaar not must for NEET: SC \

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Su-
preme Court on Wednesday
asked the Centre to ensure that

Aadhaarnumberwould notbe

made mandatory for the Na-
tional Eligibility cum Entrance
Examination 2018 and other
examinations.

A five-judge Constitution
bench presided over by Chief
Justice Dipak Misrarecordeda
statement from Attorney Gen-
eral K K Venugopal agreeing
that candidates need not nec-
essarily produce Aadhaar for
NEET or other examinations
for now.

He also submitted that the
UIDALI has not authorised the
CBSE to make Aadhaar num-
bers mandatory for the candi-
dates appearing in the NEET.

Hearing the batch of peti-
tions challenging validity of
Aadhaar, the court was told
by senior advocates Arvind
Datar and Vibha Dutta Makhi-
jaabouttheinstructionsissued
by the CBSE making Aadhaar
mandatory for the candidates
for the NEET. They pointed
out towards refusal of the Gu-
jarat HC to interfere into the
matter.

The counsel contended that
it would amount to contempt
of court, if such a circular was
notwithdrawn. “The Supreme
Courtshouldsend a clear mes-
sage as there was an interim
direction thatnobodywould be
deprived of any benefit or ser-
vicein the absence of Aadhaar
and it hasto be complied with,”
they submitted.

Onthis, the bench, also com-
prising Justices A K Sikri, AM
Khanwilkar, DY Chandrachud
and Ashok Bhushan said, “Our
interim orders have to be com-
plied with.” 7
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entrance tests: Centre

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Students will
not be barred from appear-
ing in any entrance examin-
ation, including NEET, for
want of Aadhaar as the Cen-
tre on Wednesday agreed be-
fore the Supreme Court not
to make the 12-digit unique
ldentity number mandatnry
for exams till its validity is
decided by the apex court,

A five-judge Constitution
bench of the apex court, ex-
amining the validity of the

"UID scheme, recorded the

statement of Attorney Gen-
eral K K Venugopal that stu-
dents would be allowed to ap-

Financial
institutions,
including banks and stock
market, must know prior
to March 31 about the -
extension of the (Aadhaar)
deadline as they have to

lead to a great amount of

uncertainty if you take a

decision at the last moment
~ SUPREME COURT

pear in examinations after
furnishing other identity
proofs such as, ration card,
passport, voter ID, driving li-
cence and bank account.

pContinued on page 9

ensure compliance. It would -
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SC to hear student’s

plea against HC order

P Continued from page 1

hecourtthe interim or-
der after it was in-

formed that the CBSE
had made Aadhaar manda-
tory for aspiring medical
students appearing for the
National
Entrance Test (NEET-2018).

The board had made
Aadhaar mandatory for
filling the NEET application
for admission to MBBS and
BDS courses.

The court also made an
important observation
when it asked the Centre to
take a decision soon on ex-
tending the March 31 dead-
line for mandatory linkage
of Aadhaar number with
bank accounts and mobile
connections to avoid uncer-
tainty and confusion at the
end of the financial year.

Asthedeadlineforfilling

Eligibility-cum-

up the form is March 9, the
bench of Chief Justice Di-
pak Misra and Justices A K
Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, D Y
Chandrachud and Ashok
Bhushan agreed to grant an
urgent hearingon apleaof a
student challenging the or-
der passed by Gujarat high
court refusing to stay
CBSE’sdecision.

Attorney General K K
Venugopal told the bench
that the unique identifica-
tion authority of India (UI-
DAI) had not “authorised”
CBSE to make Aadhaar a re-
quirement for students for
appearing in the exam and
suggested examinees could
be allowed to use any other

identity proof.
The bench then recorded
his statement and said

that Aadhaar not be pre-
scribed for other entrance
examinations also.
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15% hike in fee of PG
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S

medical, dental seats

STAFF REPORTER

BENGALURU 3
Postgraduate medical and
dental education has just be-
come more expensive with
the State government decid-
ing to hike college fees by
15%. Medical Education Mi-
nister Sharanprakash R. Pa-
til confirmed the hike.

With this, the fee struc-
ture for the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year will be ¥7.59 lakh
for institutional quota seats
and %5.06 lakh for govern-
ment quota seats. For dental
seats, institutional quota
seats will now be ¥4.04 lakh
and %2.58 lakh for govern-

ment quota seats.

The schedule for docu-
ment verification and coun-
selling process will be an-
nounced later this week.

Although the State go-
vernment was hesitant to
make the move, with elec-
tions round the corner, it
had to accede to private col-
lege managements, who re-
fused to sign the consensual
agreement unless fees was
hiked, said sources.

The Karnataka Profes-
sional Colleges Foundation
and the Karnataka Religious
and Linguistic Minority Pro-
fessional Colleges Associa-

tion had initially asked for a
50% hike stating that fees in
medical and dental colleges
in other States are signifi-
cantly higher.

The news has disappoint-
ed students and they feel
that medical education has
become unaffordable for the
middle class.

Poojitha S., a PG medical
seat aspirant, said, “A 15%
hike is extremely steep. Most
of us who are vying for a PG
seat only have a stipend
amount and do not get huge
salaries. It will be difficult for
us to fund our education,”
she said.
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Aadhaar not |

mandatory for NEET

The Supreme Court had al-
ready made it clear in a se-
ries of interim orders that
Aadhaar would continue to
be voluntary till a final deci-
sion is taken by the court
about its constitutional va-

lidity. The petitioners, who

approached the court
against the CBSE notifica-
tion and others who have
challenged the Aadhaar
scheme, said the govern-
ment had been issuing sev-
eral  such notifications,
which in fact, amounted to
contempt of the Supreme
Court’s orders,

"We had extended the
ambit of our orders [on the
voluntary nature of Aad-
haar] to even the State go-
vernments,” Justice DY,
Chandrachud on the Consti-
tution Bench reacted,.

Senior advocates Arvind
Datar and Vibha Makhija,
for petitioners, said it was a
“great tragedy”
authorities continue to vio-
late the court's interim or-
ders., “Thousands of stu-
dents are suffering,
uncertain about their fu-
ture... the Supreme Court
has to send a clear mes-
sage... something has to be
done,” Mr. Datar urged the
five-judge Bench,

Attorney General K.K, Ve-
nugopal initially tried to rea-
son that the Supreme Court
orders on the voluntary na-
dure of Aadhaar preceded

that the

the Aadhaar Act of 2016.

However, Mr. Vanlécop'al
subsequently cha
and said the UIDAI had nev-
er auﬂmriaed the CBSE to is-
sue this notification making
Aadhaar mandatory for
NEET aspirants,

The CBSE made Aadhaar
mandatory for NEET stu-
dents across the country, ex-
cept in Jammu and Kashmir,
Meghalaya and Assam. Stu-
dents in these three States
can show other alternative
1D proofs. Mr. Venugopal
said the same condition of
alternative Eruufa of identity
could now be uniformly ap-
plied for NEET aspirants
across the country.

Cnnsaquently. the Bench
recorded the Centre’s sub-
mission that students hen-
ceforth "need not necessari-
ly” submit Aadhaar as their
identity proof to register for
NEET 2018, and other docu-
ments sueh as ration card or
voter card or passport or
driving licence or bank ac-
count would suftice.

Covers other axam,l tuo
The court extended 1
bit of this order to nbt juut
NEET 2018 but all other all-
India exams sc.hu uled for
the near future. :
The court ﬂ&dmd the
CBSE, the nmhor!ty which
conducu Nm upload
the apex bol.;.rt rdnr on its
website, |
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