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Niti Aayog clears

\

plan for foreign
varsities in India
PMO approves think tank’s proposal

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI Niti Aayog, the
Centre’s policy think tank,
has cleared the decks for
foreign universities to set
up camipuses in lndia.

Concloding months of inter-
ministerial consultations on
the marner, it has suggested o
the Human Hesource Devel-
opment (HRIY) Ministry o go
ahead with the long-pending
proposal.

“Mit Aszyog has cleared the
propozal and has suggested
three different rootes to facili-
wmte the establishment of for-
eign university campuses in
the country,” official sources
said.

The proposal has already
been approved by the Prime
Minister’s Office, the sources

it -
the prinistry 'rm b0

Threeroutes

Niti Aayog has suggested three routes Lo facilitate
establishment of forelgn mmym h_1 India:

Bringin | Amend the UGC Act 1956 and its reg-
new legis- ulations to allow establishment of for-
kation 10 =ign varsities as deemed universities

regulate the

entry and op- Amend the UGC and AICTE regula-
eration of for- | tions on twinning arrangements be-
eign varsities | tween foretgn and Indian institutions

| draftedin 1995 to facilitate en-
L:\}rnffﬂreign universities under
a

new legislation to regulate the
entry and operation of foreign  eign university cumpuses in
university campuses in India  the country could be facilitated
under the University Grants by tweaking the existing regu-
Commission (UGC) or amend  [ations of the UGC and the All |
India Ceumncil for Techmical Ed-
mmymrwﬂm |
ties only under nnrhmg
- arrangement with high

lishment and operation of for-

N

Niti Aayog okays...

Niti Aayog, from Page 1

Over 600 foreign education-
al institutions are currently op-
erating in the country under a
collaborative arrangement
with the higher educational in-
stitutions in the country. India
does not have any law to pro-
vide for the establishment and
operation of foreign university
campuses.

The ministry will now work
on the Niti Aayog's suggestions,
the sources said.

Futile attempts
Governments in the past
have made futile attempts to
set up campuses of foreign uni-
versities in the country.
As a first step, a bill was

legal framework. But, it did
ot take off. Another attempt

Pg.No.01

\\

was made in 200506, but the
draft legislation could noteven |
get the approval of the Cabi-
net. |
During the erstwhile regime
of the United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) government, the
HRD Ministry, under senior
Congress leader Kapil Sibal,
brought in the Foreign Educa- |
tional Institutions (Regulation |
of Entry and Operations) Bill,
2010.

The bill, however, failed to
pass muster in Parliament and
eventually lapsed in 2014 with |
the completion of the five-year
term of the UPA-II govern-
ment.

After the BJP-led coalition
came to power at the Centre in
2014, Prime Minister Narendra |
Modi assigned Niti Aayog to go
into all the aspects of the pro- i
posal and make suggestions.
DH News Service Y
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‘Don't let Ayush docs presciibe
allopathic drugs: IMA to govt

Reshma Ravishanker

BENGALURU: The Indian Med-
ical Association (IMA) is upset
by the Karnataka government’s
decision to permit doctors
practising Indian systems of
medicine to prescribe allopath-
ic drugs.

- The move will encourage
quackeryand put patients’lives
at risk, the umbrella organisa-
tion of allopathic doctors said.

The state government re-
cently recruited about 200
Ayush doctors, after trying and
failing to fill vacancies in rural
\ areas with MBBS graduates.

Ayush is an acronym for
ayurveda, unani, siddha and
homeopathy.

The government has an-
nounced a plan to train doctors
qualified in these disciplines to
enable them to prescribe allo-
pathic medicines.

The course, yet to be de-
signed, is expected to be six

months long.
Health Minister KR
Ramesh Kumar defended the

move and said: “The govern--

ment was left with no option
but to recruit Ayush doctors.
MBBS students have ap-

proached the courts against

our decision to make rural
posting a must.”

The state issued a circular in
October 2016, permitting
Ayush doctors to prescribe al-
lopathic medicine.

DrRajashekar Bellary, state
president, IMA, told DH a del-
egation had met the health
minister and urged him not to
allow Ayush doctors to pre-
scribe allopathic medicine.

MBBS students study phar-
macology for two years as part
of their course, while Ayush
doctors had no idea about allo-
pathic compounds, he said.
DH News Service

Pg.No.01

UL T
‘Nothing wrong’

Dr Satyamoorthy Bhat,
former president, Karnata-
ka Ayurvedic and Unani
Practitioners Board, de-
fended the government,
saying such a practice was
already in vogue in several
states, reports DHNS.
“There is no need for quali-
fied allopathic doctors at
the PHCs. Only less serious
cases are treated there,”
said Dr Bhat.
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Act protecting medical staff
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only on paper, say doctors

Just three cases booked since 2009, says Karnataka Medical Council member

AFSIAN YASMEEN

BENGALURY: The attack on
doctors at the 1CU of Chign-
teri district hospital in Dav-
angere on Wt:crm.':ida}' has
yet again  highlighted the
vulnerability of medical

rofessionals  despite the
aws meant to protect them.

Although the State gowv-
ernment has put in place the
Karnataka Prohibition of Vi-
olence against  Medicare
Service Personnel and Dam-
age to Property in Medicare
Service Institutions Act,
2009, hardly any cases are
being booked under it. Doc-
tors. say the Act remains
wnly on paper.

The Davangere incident,
where doctors swere at-
tocked by the relatives of a
four-month-old baby who
died of meningitis, comes
close on the heels of an as-
sault on doctors by
Ananthkumar Hegde, BIP
MI from Uttara Kannnada, at
ahospital in Sirsi.

Protesting against the at-
tack, doctors in Davangere,
including those from private
hospitals, boycotted outpa-
tient services and attended
to only emergency cases on
Thursday.

Following the MIP's as-
snult, members of the State
unit of the Indian Medical

Agsociation (IMLAD, the
Karnatak:a Government
Medical Officers’ Associ-

ation, and other doctors" or-
ganisations had met Home
Minister . Parameshwara
and DMrector General and

The attack at Chigateri hospital in Davangere on Wednesday
came close on the heels of the assault on medical staff in Sirsi
by Ananthkumar Hegde, a BIP MP. CCTV footage of the Sirisi
attack had gone viral and evoked outrage. — riLE PHOTD

s

Most of the time, the victims are
reluctant to lodge a police complaint,

out of either fear or modesty. It is
important for the institution to take up
the doctor's case and file a complaint.

C.N. Manjuanth

Director of S J.:I‘r.ilr:le'-ra Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences

Inspector General of Police
Om Prakash seeking effect-
ive implementation of Act.
“Although the Minister and
the DG&IGP directed all po-
Hee stations to henceforth
book attacks on doctors un-
der the Act, the jurisdie-
tionil police are reluctant to
dosoas they say they cannot
book cases under a State
Act. Since 2009, only three
cases have been booked un-
der the Act, including the

one in Davangere,” said T.A.
Veerabhadraiah, member of
the Earnataka Medical
Council.

He said the council would
soon adopt a resolution de-
manding effective imple-
mentation of the Act and
send it to the government.

‘Doctors demoralised*®
Ravindra H.MN., president-

elect of IMA, Karnataka

chapter, said, “This has de-

If the family
(ﬁ{‘ believes
doctors have been
negligent, there are
various fora where
they can take it up
legally. Why beat
[doctors] up?

Sudarshan Ballal,
Chatrman of Manipal Hospitals

maoralised the medical fra-
ternity, which has become a
soft target for hooligans.
Such incidents, if allowed to
continue unchecked, can
have serious repercussions
on patient care. It is because
of this that our doctors are
reluctant to serve in rural
arcas,”™ he said.

However, Shalini Ra-
ineesh, Principal Secretary,
Health and Family Welfare,
told The Hindu, “Such at-
tacks have occurred both in
urban and rural areas, in
both Eovernment and
private hospitals.™

Saying that the State gov-
ernment WHIE doing
everything possible to initi-
ate action against the of-
fenders, she said that the
Davangere Deputy Commis-
sloner has booked a case and
two persons have been ar-
rested. Meanwhile, Nagesh
Shetty, Deputy Superintend-
ent of Police, Sirsi sub-divi-
sion, said the MIP* was still
“untraceable™ and W
teams have been formed (o
look into the case.
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UGC lists journals for
granting academic points

Vikas PaATHAK

NEW DELHI: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has come out with a compre-
hensive list of about 38,000
journals that will be recog-
nised for granting points —
under the Academic Per-
formance . Indicators ' (API)
system — to college and uni-
versity faculty members who
get their papers published in
them. The journals span a
wide variety of fields, cover-
ing areas such as engineer-
ing, agriculture,
humanities and social sci-
ences, environment, busi-
ness and ecology.
“Henceforth, articles ap-
pearing in these journals
alone will be considered for
grant .of API scores. How-
ever, the list is dynamic and
not static. More journals can
be added to it if universities
provide us with any names of

medicine,

good journals left out,” a
senior UGC official told The
Hindu.

A committee headed by
UGC - member Dr. . V.S
Chauhan finalised the list.

The API system awards
points — counted for promo-
tion and also while applying
for teaching jobs — for pub-
lications, which are seen as a
sign of an academic being
actively involved in research.

A person gets 30 points for
publishing a book brought
out by an international pub-
lisher, 20 for a book brought
out by a national publisher, 15
points for publishing an art-
icle in a refereed journal and
10 points for an article in
other reputed journals.

The UGC had decided to
compile the list in view of
complaints that academics
were publishing in sub-
standard, and sometimes

paid for, publications.
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