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Multiple agencies for accreditation of institutes

UGCapproves proposal to
speed up exercise

Prakash Kumar The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) hasapproveda
NEW DELHI,DHNS: The Centre  proposal fortheregistrationof
s gearing up to engage assessment and accreditation
multiple agencies for quality  agencies (AAA) under a regu-
assessmentofthe country's  latory framework to speed up
higher educationinstit- the accreditation exercise.
tions and grant of accredi- TheUGCregulations, which
tation, is pending for the Human Re-

source Development (HRD)
ministry’s nod, is expected to
involve private agencies along
with the top higher education
institutions, like the IITs, inthe
accreditation exercise,

The National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) and the Nation-
al Board of Accreditation
(NBA), which are the only two
approved agencies mandat-
ed to accredit the country's
universities and colleges, will

also come under the ambit
of the UGC (recognition and
Monitoring of assessment and
accreditation agencies) reg-
ulations.

“The regulations were ap-
proved by the commission at
its full commission meeting
recently. It has been sent to
the HRD ministry for concur-
rence,” official sources told
DH.

TheNAAChassofaraccred-
ited about 1,200 colleges and

59 universities out of about
800 universities and 40,000
colleges. The number of tech-
nical programmes, assessed
and accredited by the NBA is
alsovery less,

“Toincrease the pace of the
accreditation exercise and
cover all higher education in-
stitutions, the HRD ministry
wanted to bring in multiple
agencies. Some of theITs have
comeforward tojointhemove.
Once the regulations are noti-

fied, the commission will start
the process for registration of
AAA"the official said.

In the draft regulations, the
commission had kept both the
NAAC and the NBA out of the
ambit of the UGC regulations,

“When the regulations
came for final consideration of
the commission atits meeting,
it was decided to bring both
NAAC and the NBA under the
ambit of the regulations,” the
official said.
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