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NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday restrained
| the state government from
takingany further stepon
March 30 or afterwards on
its notification that allowed
only those withaminimum
10-year study in the state or
' having Karnataka originto
' qualify for government quota
seats in post-graduate cours-
es of medical colleges.
A bench of Justices Arun
| Mishra and U U Lalit said the
 students from outside the state

whocompletedtheir MBBSand
BDS courses from Karnataka
colleges after having obtained
admission on all-India quota
cannot beleftinthe lurch.
Senior advocate Amrendra
Sharan, along with advocate
Amit Kumar, representing Dr
Kriti Lakhina and 39 other can-
didates, submitted thattheapex
court had in a series of judge-
ments barred any kind of such

" reservation in post-graduate

and super-speciality courses.
They said the notification was

not permissible as itwas repug-
nant to fundamental right to
equalityaswell asvariousjudge-
ments of the top court.

“Every election year, the
Karnataka government doesiit,
the apex court had earlier also
quashed similar typeof discrim-
ination,” Sharan contended.

The bench questioned the
Karnataka government, rep-
resented by senior advocate
Basava Prabhu Patil, on the no-
tification issued by the Karna-

taka Examination Authorityon

March10. “Whatisthe future of
a candidate who got admission
in MBBS course on the basis of
all-India quota of 15% in gov-
ernment and private medical
colleges? After five years, he or
she will be out, if the candidate
isnotable to qualify for all-India
quota (in NEET PG 2018). But
on the other hand, you are giv-
ing Karnataka candidates two
windows - all-India quota and
state origin,” the bench told the
counsel,

Patil, on his part, defended
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PG medical seats: Supreme Court stops state
fromacting on 10-year study criteria

the notification. He said on-
line registration of candidates
had already been done and at
present, verification of docu-
ments was going on. The bench
reserved its judgement on the
WrIE petition.

“We stay the process on or
after March 30, There shall be
no publication of mock allot-
ment results on March 30 and
no further proceedings shall |
take place till the judgment is
delivered,”thebench ordered.
DHNews Service
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National Testing Agency to conduct JEE, NEET from 2019

i testingagency,evenastheln-  about nine entrance and re- -undertheIndiansocietiesreg-  NTAisfully gearedup.
e]leves CBSE OfburdenOf ion Cabinet gave tsapproval cruitment tests, including the istration Act, 1860, asanau-  “Ttwill conduct examina-
| " - totheHRD ministryproposal Joint Entrance Examinations *tonomous and self-sustained  tioninthe online modetwicea
'UldlﬂgmUlUple-'EES[S inthis egardin Ocober st (EE)forundergraduateeng’- premier testing organisaion yearinader e adequat
: year. neering programmes, andthe - to.conduct all entrance exam-  opportunity to candidates to
NEWDELHI DHNS:TheNa-  source Development (HRD) A proposal for establish- National Eligibility-cum-En-  inations for higher education  bring out their best and devel
Jional Testing Agency (NTA)  minister Prakash Javadekarin - ment ofan agency toconduct  trance Test (NEET) for un-  institutionsinthe country"Ja- - op standard operating proce-
 illbecome operationaland  the Lok Sabha, allentranceexaminationsand - dergraduate medical courses, vadekar told the Lok Sabhain ~ dure (SOPs)for handling any
start conductingvarious | “The NTAwill conduct the - recruitment tests for various - has been requesting the HRD hiswritten reply to  uestion glitches that may arise in the
| patrancetests from2019,re- st set of examinations from  central government depart-  ministry to relieve it from the  onMonday. course of conducting online
jeving the Central Boardof 2019 onward,”the minister mentswas firstmootedbythe  burden of conducting multi-  The NTA willnitially con-  examinations.” the minister
Secondary Education (CBSE) - ldtheLowerHouseinawrit- HRD ministryin 2013, during *ple tests since 2015 toenable  duct “those entrance exami-  added. It however, remained
[oftheburdenofholding tenreplytoaquestion. the second term of the Con-  itfocusonitsprimemandate. nations," which are currently unclear from the minister’s
Imultipletestseveryyear. | Sofar, therewas no clarity  gress-led United Progressive ~ “The governmenthas decid- being conductedbythe CBSE.  replyastowhetherthe govern-

&dtheﬁnﬁmfuseuingup Alliance (UPA) regime. edtosetupa National Testing ~ Other examinations will be - ment plansto conduct the JEE

operationalisation ofthe  The CBSE, which holds Agencyasasocietyregistered - taken up “gradually”afterthe andtheNEET twiceayear.
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