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K’'taka NEET
notification
IS invalid: SC

“The Supreme Court on
i Wednesday held as

A “invalid” a condition
in the notification for
NEET-PG, ‘2018, issued by
the Karnataka government
which imposed a condition
of domicile on candidates

foradmission to post-gradu-
» FULL REPORT: PAGE 7

ate medical or dental cours-
es seats in the state. Refer-
ring to its 2014 wverdict., a
bench of Justices Arun Mis-
hra and UU Lalit directed
the Karnataka govermment,
the directorate of medical
education and the Karnata-
ka Examinations Authority
tomodify and amend theno-
tification and republish the
calendar of events.
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Mys varsity slir.is75E

to 126th spot

Mysuru: The University of
Mysore has slipped in the Na-
tional Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) an-
nounced by the Union minis-
try of human resource devel-
opment on Tuesday:

In 2017, the UoM ranked
36th (University category)
among 774 varisities across
the country and it was the on-
ly conventional public univer-
sity from Karnataka to figure
in the NIRE But this year, it
has come down to 126th posi-
tion. The decline in the rank-
ing is attributed to the vacan-
ciesat the varsity,

D Bharathi, registrar, said:
“If the vacant teaching posts
were filled by the govern-
ment, we would have been
placed much better. The fall in
ranking is mainly due to more
than 50% shortage of perma-
nentfaculty.” tnn

Page No. 07

SC scraps K’taka domicile
clause in NEET notification

Kevin.Mendonsa
@timesgroup.com

Mangaluru: In a big relief
to students from outside
Karnataka who have studied
MBBS or BDS here, the Su-
preme Court on Wednesday
quashed a notification issu-
ed by the state government
making a minimum 10-year
study in Karnataka manda-
tory to qualify for govern-
ment seats in post-graduate
medical courses.

Last week, the court had
granted a stay in the case. On
Wednesday, the court asked
the state to strike down the
Karnataka-origin criterion
and issue a fresh notification
for NEET-PG admissions.
With this, candidates from

e

outside Karnataka, who have
completed their undergradu-
atecourses in Karnatakaand
areseekingstate quota PG se-
ats inmedical or dental colle-
ges, are eligible for seats as
per NEET rankings. “We've
convened a meeting of stake-

PG MEDICAL COURSES

holderson Thursday, and will
soon issue a fresh notifica-
tion,” said Dr Sachidanand,
director of medical educa-
tion department.

“Quoting the 2014 Vishal
Goyal verdict, the court ob-
served that Karnataka’s no-
tification violates Article 14.
It said candidates studying
inthe state areeligiblefor PG
seats,” said Amit Kumar, an

advocate in the apex court.
The court directed the
state government, the direc-

_torate of medical education

and the Karnataka Exami-
nations Authority to amend
the PGET-2018 bulletin and
republish the calendar of
events. A total of 44 MBBS
and BDS doctors from Kar-
nataka who have cleared the
NEET-PG 2018 had sought
withdrawal of the domicile
clause, terming it invalid
and unconstitutional.

The government argued
that it enjoyed the right to
formulate eligibility condi-
tions to give preference to
candidates who are most lik-
ely toserve the state.

(Additional inputs
Sfromagencies)
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mes@anNnt. SC jnvalidates domicile

rule for PG medical seats

State has to re-publish calendar of events

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday declared invalid a
Karnataka government con-
dition restricting postgrad-
uate admissions for medical
and dental government quo-
ta seats to students with mi-
nimum 10 years domicile in
the State.

‘Modify info bulletin’
In a judgment by a Bench of
Justices Arun Mishra and
U.U. Lalit, the SC directed
Karnataka to amend and
modify the information bul-
letin jointly issued by the
State Directorate of Medical
Education and Karnataka
Examinations Authority on
March 10.

The court ordered the
State-to re-publish the calen-
dar of events in terms of the

judgment and complete the
entire process within the ti-
meline stipulated by the reg-
ulatory authorities.

Plea by 44 doctors

The judgment was based
on a petition filed by 44 doc-
tors, who did their MBBS/
BDS courses from
Karnataka and have cleared
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test for Post Grad-
uation (NEET-PG) 2018 with
high merit and are aspiring
for admission to PG courses
in the State. ]

The court said the domi-
cile condition of 10 years
bars even students who
completed their MBBS and
BDS from colleges in Karna-
taka to compete for govern-
ment quota seats.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE B
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SC invalidates domicile rule
for PG medical quota seats

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“We hold Clause 4.1 of the
Information Bulletin
(PGET-2018) to be invalid to
the extent it disqualifies pe-
titioners and similarly sit-
uated candidates who com-
pleted their MBBS/BDS
degree courses from colleg-
es situated in Karnataka
from competing for admis-
sion to postgraduate medi-
cal/dental courses in go-
vernment medical colleges
and against government qu-
ota seats in non-govern-

mental institutions,” Justice
Lalit, who wrote the ver-
dict, held.

State’s argument

Karnataka government ar-
gued that the as per the elig-
ibility conditions, only can-
didates of Karnataka origin
could compete for admis-
sion to 50% government
seats in government colleg-
es and against government
quota seats in private col-
leges. It submitted that
these conditions were “stip-
ulated inorder to ensure

that the State’s requirement
of skilled human resource is
met with”. The State rea-
soned that the Post-Grad-
uate Medical Education
Regulation, 2000, of the
Medical Council of India
(MCI) does not prohibit the
State from stipulating eligi-
bility conditions for PG
courses.

The MCI, however, re-
ferred to past judgments of
the Supreme Court to argue
that the “preference based
on domicile was violative of
the principle of equality”.
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