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VP terms evidence against
CJI in medical scam dubious

» Continued from page 1

F the expressions in
l guestion were used in
the context of alleged
payment of bribes in the
medical education scam
and antedating of records
by the CJ] to decide who got
tohearthat case.

As for the allegation of
prima facie evidence of the
C.JT's involvement in the con-
spiracy to pay bribes in the
medical scam, Naido sald.
“Conversations betwesn
third parties with dubious
credentials, which have been
excessively relied upon, can-
not constitute any material
evidence against the holder
of theoffice of CJ1."

Rejecting the opposi-
tion’s notice, he said. “Inthe
ahbsence of credible and ver-
ifiable information placod
before me which gives an in-
dication of misbehaviour
or incapacity, it would be an
inappropriate and irre-
sponsibleact toaccept state-
ments which have little em-
pirical evidence.” Naidu al-
sorejected thecharge of ar-
bitrariness ln allocation of
cases to benches by the C.J1,
emphasising that the SC
had affirmed the CJI's pre-
rogative in the matter as
“masterof theroster”.

“This is an internal mat-

Congress calls Venkaiah Naidu’s
decision ‘illegal, ill-advised and hasty’

Dubhing the rejection of the removal notice against Chief
Justice of india Dipak Misra as “illegal, il-advised and
hasty", Congress leader Kapil Sibal announced on Monday
that opposition members would challenge Rajya Sabha

Chairman Venkaiah Naidu’s order in the
Supreme Court.

Sibal urged the Cll to not invalve himselfin
the “listing and hearing” of the petition against
rejection of the motion, arguing that Justice
Misra could not be the judge in hisown case
eyven as he suggested that the government was

Imen to suppress information on sensitive cases. Ina
point-by-peintrebuttal of the rejection order, Sibal questioned
how the Rajya Sabha chairman could dismiss allegations against
the Cil — “ante-dating of an administrative order, furnishing false
affidavit, conspiracy ta pay bribesin Prasad Education Trust
case"” — without ordering an inguiry. “How can something be
proved before it is proved? It can only be proved after an enguiry.
It cannot be proved before an enqguiry. So itis illegal,” Sibal said.
The escalation from the opposition camp indicated that the
confrontation stoked by the removal petition is unlikely to stop
with Maidu's decision. At a press conference held in the Congress
office, Sibal, along with senior lawyer-MPs Vivek Tankha and Ami
Yagnik, linked Maidu’s decision to the Centre. mun

ter to be resolved by the Su-
preme Court itself,” he said
and referred to the SC dis-
missing a recent challenge
to the CJl beiing the master
of theroster as impermissi
blein law.

Justifying the swifiness
with which the order was
passed three days after the
notice was submitted, MNaidu

said he was aware that there
was 8 spate of statements in
the press that seemed to vi-
tiate the atmosphere. I
thonght, 1T shotld, therefore,
expedite my decision  and
end necdless specttlation,”
he said. However, Congress’s
response made it clear that
there was not going to be any
closure any time soorn.
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