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‘NEET PG percentile slashed by
15%: more students can compete

Kalvan Ray

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Union
Health Ministry on Friday
lowered the cut-off percentile
for NEET-PG and NEET-SS
by 15%, widening the pool of
students who can appear for
counselling for post-graduate
medical seats.

“The decision is likely to
benefit about 18,000 students
and will improve the chances
of filling up PG seats and min-
imising wastage of seats,” the
ministry said in a statement.

The students have to clear
the post-graduate level Na-

tional Eligibility cum Entrance
\ [

Test before they are coun-
selled for post-graduate and
super-speciality courses.

Currently, there are around
31,000 post-graduate seats
in Medical Council of India
approved colleges, for which
nearly 90,000 students should
ideally appear for counselling,
on the basis of a 1:3 formu-
la prepared by the Director
General of Health Services
(DGHS), the apex agency for
counselling on medical edu-
cation.

But, since there are only
about 60,000 applications
this time, the ministry on the
advice of the DGHS lowered

the cut-off markssothatalarg-
er pool of applicants could be
considered for the PG seats,

health ministry sources told
DH.

Seats go abegging
Last year almost 5% seats in
NEET-PG and NEET-SS re-
mained vacant, said an official.
“This is a significant step to-
wards strengthening medical
sector and indicates the pri-
ority given by the government
to the health sector. We are
making sure there is adequate
manpower for providing qual- |
ity health services,” said Union
Health Minister J P Nadda.
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NEET-PG cut off
percentile down 15%

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @
New Dethi

THE government on Friday de-
cided to reduce the cut-off per-
centile of postgraduate medi-
cal seats by 15 per cent after a
number of medical colleges,
mostly private ones, com-
plained that thousands of
seats were going vacant this
vear due to high
qualifying
percentile.

The move to re-
duce qualifying

15%

ority given by the government
to the health sector,” said Un-
jon Health and Family Welfare
Minister J P Nadda following
the decisjon. “We are making
sure that there is adequate
manpower for providing qual-
ity health services.”

As per existing regulations,
for admission in any postgrad-
uate course, it's necessary for
a candidate to obtain
a minimum of marks
at 50th percentile in
NEET PG while stu-
dents belonging to re-

marks for post. reductionincut-off served categories
graduate and su- percentile for need to secure mini-
per-speciality postgraduate mum marks at the
medical course medical seatsthis  40th percentile.

has been taken for year Persons with disa-

the second yvear in o

arow. o
The admission o
to postgraduate =

bilities candidates,
on the other hand,
have to secure marks
at the 45th

seats in medical reduction In cut-off percentile.

colleges in India is
based on the Na-

percentile for PG

Officials said that

and super- the National Board of
tional Eligibility speciality seats Examination had
and Entrance last year conducted NEET-PG

Tasg t -P G
(NEET-PG).

The decision is likely to ben-
afit about 18,000 students as
this will improve their chances
of filling up postgraduate seats
and minimizing wastage of
seats, the government said ina
statement.

“This is a significant step to-
wards strengthening the medi-
cal sector and indicates the pri-

2018 on January 7,
2018 and the results
of the same were declared by
January 31. This year, NEET-
385 will be conducted by the
NBE in the first week of July
2018 as a computer-based test
on a single day.

Last year, the government
had reduced the cut-off per-
centile by 7.5 to fill up vacant
PG and super-speciality seats.
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