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The devices, called Codman pumps, are

5
made by Cerenovus, a subsidiary of Johnson s
2 Johnson.,which told doctorsinaletterdated ¢
April 4 that it had dec ided to stop production
effective April 1 “because of significant and H
multiple raw material supply constraints with- 1
in the manufacturing process.” 1
Kemeny said that she and other physicians i

had appealed to the company to keep making
the device but that it had declined.

“Ir has likely saved many lives and prolonged
the lives of many more,”” D’Angelica wrote to
the company. I would implore you to recon-

sider this decision, if not just for economic or
logistic reasons,

for ethical reasons.”

Mindy Tinsley, a spokeswoman for Cereno-
vus, said demand was “very low,” with sales of
about 300 pumps ayear in the United States.

~Unfortunately, some of ©

he suppliers that
provide the marterials, such as titaniun rods
redquire

d for production of these pumps, hawve
elecrted to exdtt

he business or have found that
the required materials are no longer availa-

could try to help but did not have the author
ity to compel manulnourers o sell nspecifie
prrroduct,

Ancther company, Medtranic
simular puime, but it s approved for use b the

spine, not the liver, Kemeny sald sha fvopeed it
could be uscd for her patients,

Medironic issued a statement Saying, “We
acknowledge there ia an bimportant mediceal
eed for these patienes, and physicians should
use their best elinfeal judgment when evidu

minkes n

kg the use ol an

v commmaoercinlly aviailable
pump outside of its

falreling:™

One obstoele 8 that the Codman pump
reguires a cntheter that the Moedironic pump
lncks., It is not elear whether replacenicing
catheters could be obtatned or whether thie
Food and Drug Administration would allow
the nolapration.

Patlents ot Memorial Sloan Kettering who
Feceived the Codmon pump lived about twao
yenrs longed than thosae who dicd not, Kemeny
ardd her colleagues reported last year, i thae
Journal of Clinieal Oncology, They looked at
2 BEH consecutive patients with colorectal
enneer wiho lad surge -y b romove Tumors that
el spread to the lver, They were tirented from
199210 2012,

Those wiho received pumps (FB5) survived
a medinn of 67 months, compared with <S4
months for patients whao cdid not get them

(1,583), The result was especially stelling,

D'aAangelica sald, because pationts wiho o
pumps wete si cher to boegit with,

WVweak evidence
The report wins not bascd an
e of e

the strongest
oCon e

wvidence, whileh would eome from
Ned study with patienis pleleod ot
randoim o receive one treatment or another
Hurt the researchers sald the evidenoe was thae
strongest that could be obtained without a
randomisec study

Kemeny Begnn recomimenadingg the prurmipin
the 19805, and Memorinl Slonn Kettecing has
breen n lender in it use. Other denters also [RETEe |
i1, but many stopped in the mid-to-late 198904,
thinding that improved chemotherapy would
mnke it unnecessary, But there were still pa-
tients who needed the pump. Mow, just as the

device & being phased out, medical interest in
it lias started to rebound.

Kemeny never gave it up. Sho sadd paticnts
came to Sloan Ketteving from all over the Unilt-
ed States and from overseas for the treatment,

relerred by doctors or based on their awn
online searches for help.

Peter Beckerman, 68, n earpenter (ram
Holbrook, New Yark, said that after surgery
for colon caneer, hig doetor told him that his
v s covercd with tumors el tha e hua cl
about 20 months to live, But the surgeon nliso
urged Bim to consult Kemeny,

That was 10 yenrs ago, Beckerman recekvied

ble.” she said. The company was still pursuing
alternatives, sheadded, burdeclined o explain
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and Drug Administration, said the agency

the pump as part of a elinleal wial, Gradunl
over nbout B year, his tumaors disap i,
G the past el years he has hadl no sl
cer. *The pump saved my life he sailc.
res nowhole lor of {31:1;1;-11u it there in the
e boat, dolng good b

eeause of that punmip”
taee mndcl, 1 really disheartened that they

would stop making it, if it saves one e/
Another patie

it was 32 and learned just a
Few wee ks after giving

birth that she had colon
eancer and thnt it had spread o her liver, Sho

asked that her name be withheld because
her ehiild did nor yet know she had cancer.
Treatment with the pump shrank the lives
pumoEs snough so that they could be surgically
removied, Mo, 1O yenrs after the dingnosis,
she hias no evidence of enncer. She sald she felt
sexrremoly upset” to hear that the device thnt
gaved ler Hife would no longer be manulac-
tured, 1 want ather people to have the samc
ppportunity 1 had,” she said.

it:_'n_'n:n I, doctors from o cowcn othoer hos
pitals i the

United Stntes and BEurope, and
the National Cancer lnstlitute,

Ihave visited
Memorinl Sloan Kettering to learn how to use
the puimp, Kemoeny sndcl. But tiow, 1
b e vo abriadin i,

2 Myron B Schwarte, o liver surgeon at
Mount Sinai in New York, said: “There's a
proup of patients whoerc we can't Tigure out
wehot todo, This thing really does work,”™
international Mew York Times |
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