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UGC justifies removal of
journals from ‘approved: list

‘Does not necessarily mean they are of poor quality”

VIKAS PATHAK

NEW DELHI

Days after the removal of
some journals from a Hst of
approved jourmals - articles
which would be counted for
recruitment, promotion and
career advancement in the
[ndian academia - sparked
controversy, the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has clarified thar the remo-
vil does not necessarily
mean the journals are of
poor guality.

They may be lacking
some basic criterfa, and can
be re-included once they ful-
fil these, said a notice.

It added that articles pu-
blished or accepted in the
journals  removed  before
May 2, the date the list was
put ip, may be accepted by

universities for the award of

Al (academic performance
indicators) points
The removals were done

* by a 10-member Standing
Comimittee on Notdfication
of Journals, comprising pro
fessors V.S, Chauhan (UGC),
Sgranjan Das (ViceOChan-
cellor, Jadavpur University),
Ram Singh (Delhi School of
Economics), G.JV Prasad
(Jawaharlal Nehiru Universi-
ty}, and others.

Dedicated website
“The Standing Committee
reiterates that removal ‘non-
inclusion of a journal does
not necessarily indicate that
it is of poor guality, but it
may also be due to non
availability of information
such as details of editorial
board, indexing informa-
tion, vedr of its commence-
ment, frequency and regu-
larity “ of Its - publication
schedule, etc.” said the
UGC notice.

“It. may be noted that a
dedicated website for jour-

nals is one of the primary
criteria for inclusion of jour-
nals, The websites should
provide full postal address:
es, e-mail addresses of chiel
editor and editors, and at
least some of these address-
s pught to be verifiable offi-
clal addresses. Some of the
established journals recom-
mended by universities that
did not have dedicated web-
sites, or websites that have
not been updated, might
have been dropped from the
approved list as of now. Ho-
wever, they may be consi-
dered for re-inclusion once
they fulfil these basic crite-
ria and are re-recommend-
ed by universities.”

The approved list initlally
included journals listed in
scopus, Web of Science and
the Indian Citation Index,
Later, journals recommend-
ed by the academic com-
mumity were also added.
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