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‘Pathology bible’ editor allege plaglansm

Shimona.Kanwar@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: The senior editor of
an academic book widely considered
the “bible of pathology, has alleged
that an Indian author has plagiarised
some 40 images in his own work.
This has sparked a major debate in
the medical fraternity.

Dr Vinay Kumar, distinguished
service professor and chairman
emeritus of the department of patho-
logy at University of Chicago, has ac-
cused Dr Vinay Kamal of copying the
images from Robbins and Cotran,
Pathologic Basis of Disease’ in his
“Text Book of Pathology’.

Kamal, who was formerly at the
Maulana Azad Medical College in
New Delhi, recently published his bo-
ok with CBS Publishers and Distribu-
tor, New Delhi. Kumar has already in-
formed his publisher, Elsevier, about
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCEA diagram in the original book (L), and an identical one with some

cosmetic changes in colours and shapes in the alleged plagiarised version Caim

his allegation. Kamal refuted the
charges and said, “T have over 1,500
imagesascompared to1.100 images of
theRobbins book and noneare plagia-
rized. Three images are similar
which can be redone in case my pub-
lishers ask me for it. I have been able
tosell 7,000 copies in 1ast nine months
and this is worrying theauthor.”

S K Verma, vice president marke-
tingand operationsat CBS said, “The-

reisno issue between Elsevier and us
on this subject.” Chrjstopher Capot,
spokesperson for Elsevier at their he-
adquarters in New York told TOI, “El-
sevier takes plagiarism and copy-
right infringements very seriously
and we defend against infringements
whenever and wherever we discover
them. We are working with CBS and
hope toresolve this matter swiftly”
Kumar alleged, “Quite surpri-

singly copying is from the eighth edi- :
tion (2010) and not from the current :
ninth edition (2014); perhaps it was :
thought that no one would check one :
of our older editions. The copled figu- :
res are identical except for some cos-
metic changes in colors and shapesof :
cells. All the labels are the same and :
the processes are depicted in exactly :
the same manner. [ created some of :
these figures over a 15-year period co- :
vering three editions, each time im- :
proving it. No permission was requ- :
ested by the author or publisher for :
use of these figures and there is no :
acknowledgement of the source.” :

DrManoj K Singh, professor of pat- :
hology, AIIMS, New Delhisaid, “DrKu- :
mar isadoyen in thefield of pathology :
His allegation should not be ignored. :
Weall are supporting himonsocialme- :
dia; however; the casemust betakenup
seriously by the publishers.” /i
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