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335 NRI PG NEET seats converted
to ‘other’ category; students peeved

Sunitha Rao & Aparajita Ray | T

Bengaluru: Merit PG-NEET students
were incensed after the medical educa-
tion department, for the second year
running, converted vacant NRIseatsto
the ‘others’ category — management
quota in plain-speaking -— during the
third round of PG medical/dental co-
unselling that began on Wednesday.

Of the 372 seats up for grabs under
the NRI quota, only 37 were filled and
the department promptly added the un-
filled seats to the management quota.
Candidates allege this is a lucrative de-
al for managements as the government
increased the fee for NRI seats by 15%.

Merit students are peeved and cla-
im the seats ought to have been made
available for them under the govern-
ment quota. They claim the govern-
ment continues to reserve seats (15%)

Graduates move HC, allege seat allocation scam

A group of MBBS and BDS graduates
have filed a petition in the Karnataka
high court, allegingascaminthe *
allocation of seats. They allege that the
Karnataka Examination Authority (KEA)
and directorate of medical education
(DME) had increased seat share for NRI

and management quota applicants. This,

“they allege, has reduced the number of

seats under government and private

quota in both government and private
medical and dental colleges. A doctor,
who is keen on pursuing MD paediatrics,
alleged the government's decision “is
making post graduate medical studies,
unaffordable”. The government has
allotted 23 seats under NRI quota for MD
paediatrics and 34 seats for MD general
medicine, two specialisations thatare
most sought-after. Tnn

for NRIs even after knowing the de-
mand is negligible.

Dr S Sachidananda, director of me-
dical education, said only five NRI can-
didates had opted for PG dental. The re-
maining 124 seats reserved for NRI can-
didates therefore were converted to
‘other’ category. “For PG medical, only
32 seats were filled. The remaining 211

seats which were vacant were conver-
ted to ‘other’ category,” he said.

V Manjula, principal secretary, me-
dical education, said: “We have conver-
ted the NRI seats into ‘other’ category
without disturbing government and
private quota seats. The 15% seats re-
served for NRI and 10% kept aside for
‘others’ still remain a total 25%.”
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MBBS course to be revamped
from next academic session

PERYSURANYA DUTIA QRewDEV = Suimh

THE MBBS course is set for an overhaul
with the government planning to introduce
practical training for students from the
first year itself and lays more emphasis on
problem-based approach.

The new curriculum, called the “Compe-
tency based Integrated Curriculum for
Under Graduate Medical Education,”
is likely to be implemented from the
2019-20 academic session and will
soon be notified by the Union Minis-
try of Health and Family Welfare.

It will replace the current module,
which is 30 years old. The existing syllabus
is followed in about 460 government and
private medical colleges in the country.

The new syllabus draws many points
from the guidelines laid down by the World
Federation for Medical Education and has
been prepared by the academic council of
the Medical Council of India.

“The new curriculum has been approved

in principle by the oversight committee of
and will be notified very soon. The aim is
help produce dactors much more patient-
friendly, competitive, ethical and abreast
with the latest in the medical sciences,” a
senior ministry official told TNIE.

Another official, who looks after medical
education section, said that that the need for
‘revisiting the curriculum had been felt
. given the concerns on lack of suffi-
\ cient practical exposure and deterio-
. rating ethical standards in doctors.,

Vedprakash Mishra, chairman
of the MCI's UG committee who was
instrumental in drafting the new cur-
riculum said that the committee took more
than two years to prepare the proposed
syllabus. ; il

The new curriculum will make it manda-
tory for students to clear “must-know”
tests in every semester and will include ele-
ments on mental and sexual health, medi-
co-legal issues, behaviour and interaction
with patients. .
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