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certificates and diplomas

Does not include courses that need practical or lab work

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With the University Grants
Commission approving the
UGC (Online Courses) Regu-
lations, 2018, in its meeting
on Thursday, higher educa-
tional institutions can now
offer certificate, diploma
and degree programmes in
full-fledged online mode in
line with their regular
programimes.

An official release said on- -

ly those disciplines in which
qualifying institutions have
already been offering the

same or similar pro-
grammes/ courses at the un-
dergraduate level in the reg-
ular mode (of classroom
teaching), or in open and
distance learning mode, ap-

proved by the statutory:

councils as applicable, and
from which at least one
batch has graduated, are
eligible.

Laboratory courses

A minimum National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) score of 3.26
on the 4-point scale is re-

quired. However, online

- programmes requiring prac-

tical/laboratory courses as a
curricular requirement are
not permitted.

The release said that ex-
aminations would be con-
ducted in the proctored
mode and in conformity
with any norms for such ex-
aminations stipulated by the
UGC.

Online learning courses
shall necessarily have video
lectures, e-content, self-as-
sessment and discussion fo-
rums to clarify doubts.
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' UGC sets rules for online courses, no nod for practical-based subjects

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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HIGHER education institutions
can offer certificate, diploma and
degree programmes in full-
fledged online mode in only those
disciplines in which they have al-
ready been offering the same or
similar programmes in regular
mode, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) has ruled.
As part of online course regu-
lations, 2018, released on Thurs-
day, the UGC has said the insti-
tutes must be offering these

S

cottrses in open or distance learn-
ing mode, from which at least one
batch has graduated.

The new norms say online pro-
grammes requiring practical/
laboratory courses as a curricu-
lar requirement will not be per-
mitted and the examinations will
be conducted in proctored mode.

The online learning will have
at least four quadrants—video
lectures, e-content, self-assess-
ment and discussion forum—to
clarify doubts.

Institutions will be eligible to
offer online courses if they have

—

DU

been in existence for at least five
years and are accredited by the
National Assessment and Accred-
itation Council (NAAC) with a
valid minimum score of 326 ona
four-point scale

The Institutes should also be in
the top-100 in overall category in
the National Institutional Rank-
ing Framework (NTRF) for at least
two years in the previous three
years. However, NAAC and NIRF
conditions will not be applicable
to existing government open uni-
versities till NAAC or similar ac-

creditation system or NIRF is .

AHER

tity of admissions, teaching.
learning, examination, authen-
ticity of the learner and
mandatory disclosure of pro-
gramme-wise information such
as duration and fee.

Andhaar and passport shall be

 used to authenticate Indian and

and programme involvement.

These regulations will be appli-
cable from the academic session
201819, Officials in the HRD Min-
istry said the Initiative was a big
step towards attaining the target-
ed gross enrolment ratio of 30 per
cent by 2020, °

At present, 16 institutes in In-
dia offer online courses not recog-
nised by any regulatory body Of:
ficlals pointed out that unlike
regular correspondence course,
advantage of online courses
woutld be that students from other
states could also opt for these.
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